Borough Coat of Arms
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The Borough of Dartmouth, originally constituted under a charter of Henry II, is officially 'The Borough of Clifton Dartmouth and Hardness '.The seal device was recorded by the borough at the Heralds visitation of Co. Devon, 1620, and colours for this have now been recorded at the College of Arms, and the Design confirmed as "The Borough Arms", by means of a 'King of Arms' certificate dated 31st January 1951.The " Field '' of the shield is red, and upon white and blue waves of the sea is in ancient ship, in the centre of which is a King, believed to be Edward III (who granted Dartmouth a charter in 1341). On either side of him is a seated lion. The ship, the King and of the lions are all tinctured gold, and they remind us that Dartmouth furnished ships for Edward 's French wars, and that part of the Fleet of a Richard I assembled here for the invasion of the Holy Land.One reason for believing that the King depicted in the arms is Edward III is that on the Sovereign's sixth Great Seal (1340 - 1372) he is shown as seated on his throne with a lion on either side in exactly the same posture as in the Dartmouth arms.

  Blazon:     ''Gules, on or water barry a wavy in base a proper, and ancient ship, issuant from the centre thereof the figure of a King, a robed and crowned, and holding in his sinister hand a Sceptre; on the bow and on the stern of the ship a line sejant guardant, that to the dexter contourne all or ''

Town Seals
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This is the only example of the first common Seal of 'Dertemue' and shows that the early idea of the cog or one-masted boat on waves has been perpetuated in later examples of the Borough Seal but with the King of England in place of the mast and sails, The second Seal is that of John Aubyn. 

Attached to a document dated 2nd February 1281 
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S(igillum) + Maioris + De-Cliftone + Dertemuth + H 

This Seal is appended to the earliest mayoral document in the collection of Borough records, the admission of Adam de Hemmeston as a burgess and contains a copy of the grant of Mayorality to Dartmouth dated 14th April 1341. 
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Sigillum : Commune : De-Cliftone : Dertemuth

Although Hardness is represented by the letter H on the 1341 Seal it was not thought necessary to include the name in 1464. First used on the appointment of 64 feoffees in the reign of Edward IV, the new Seal may have been made for the occasion, but the head with the lions passant is more likely intended to represent Edward III who owned the manor and granted self government to the triple town.

