


                                    This  contribution from the Dartmouth History 


			Research Group, by Capt. Robert Franks,  is


			about more recent times and concerns the rescue


			of an aircraft 	pilot in 1940 and the subsequent


			salvage of the aircraft’s engine in the 1980’s.





	On July 15th 1940 the destroyer HMS  Scimitar was leaving Dartmouth harbour to return to her base at Portsmouth when a German bomber broke through the cloud heading Kingswear way.  The Dornier was closely followed by an RAF Hurricane, and a cheer went up from the sailors on deck.  However they were soon dismayed to see the Hurricane apparently hit as it attacked.  Next moment the pilot was seen to bale out and it became evident he was being blown rapidly out to sea.





	Scimitar cracked on to full speed and passed the harbour defence boom doing 25 knots - much to the distress of the boom defence vessel lying there.  However this unseamanlike behaviour was justified when they caught a glimpse of the pilot’s splash into the water out beyond the Mewstone.  By steaming down the bearing, they found the pilot in his Mae West (life jacket).  He was wounded, having been shot by the rear-gunner of the Dornier.  but was soon on board the destroyer heading back to Dartmouth. 





	He turned out to be a naval pilot,  SubLt. Ken Bramah,  lent to 213 Squadron, RAF, for the Battle of Britain which was then at its height.   On this day Bramah had already made two sorties, in the first of which he shot down a Dornier 215.  He was landed on the quay and taken to Dartmouth Hospital,  and thence to Plymouth Naval Hospital.  He resisted the doctors who proposed to amputate his wounded arm.  In due course he returned to naval duty, subsequently reaching the rank of Commander.





	He was lucky that his engagement with the Dornier occurred as Scimitar was leaving harbour and that they saw his splash.  A man’s head in a choppy sea is not visible at any distance.  With his injuries, and cold water,  he could not have lasted long.  As it was,  he probably spent less than 15 minutes in the water.  He was indeed lucky.





	Rescue two.    The sequence to Bramah’s rescue concerns the salvage of part of his aircraft many years later.  In 1979 fishermen reported that their lines were being fouled by an object on the sea bed and this was thought to be the remains of the Hurricane.  The Devon Aircraft Research and Recovery Team sprang into action under the leadership of Mr. Robin Hood.   With some assistance from the British SubAqua Club and the crabber Sancris  they salved the engine.  It was taken ashore and cleaned up, and in due course offerred to the Dartmouth Museum at a ceremony in June 1984.  This took place in the Newcomen Engine House where the engine was to be displayed, as it was too heavy to be housed in the Museum itself.  Ken Bramah had died in 1973, but his widow attended,  supported by several pilots of the Naval Air Station at Yeovilton,  along with Capt. Franks the former captain of HMS Scimitar.   On the town side Mr. Les Savage, deputy mayor, and Mr. Ralph Cawthorne, accepted the strange exhibit.  This was, for several years, a pleasing end to an incident of war.  However, when the Newcomen Engine House was combined with the new Tourist Information Centre it was felt that the engine was not appropriate where it was, and so it was removed to a museum specialising in such artefacts and Dartmouth no longer holds this piece of its wartime history.











	Captions to photos:





	(1)


	HMS Scimitar, built in 1918, served all through the Second World War.  Soon after         	the incident described she was sent to join our North Atlantic escort force and is


	shown here in July 1941 as part of the 22nd escort group.





	(2)


	This typical 1940  Battle of Britain photograph shows SubLt. Bramah awaiting a            	“scramble” while his colleague “rests”.   Hurricanes are ready in the background.
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