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Creekside Warfleet Dartmouth Devon TQ6 9BZ 

01803 833881 

 

25.10.2005 

 

Anthony Hawken 

7 Duke St., 

Dartmouth 

Devon. 

 

Dear Mr. Hawken, 

 

Re your collection of Deeds for E.M.Hawkes Ltd. 

 

Thank you very much indeed for letting me look at this set of deeds,  which I found 

fascinating.  There was already a list of them,  made by your solicitors.   What I have done is to 

make summaries of them,  to pick out the essential and most interesting parts of the originals.     

 You will find the summaries relating to your collection from pages 3 to 8 of these sheets.  

On pages 1 and 2  - put first because date-wise they come first -  is a summary of three 

documents I came across in the Devon Record Office.  Dating from 1814,  and referring to yours 

and the two adjoining buildings in your block,  it records the granting of three leases on the site 

where  “a former playhouse once stood”,   with a covenant to build a house in 3 years,  approved 

by the Trustees (i.e. Dartmouth Corporation),  with three storeys and a slated roof.     There 

seems no doubt that this gives the date at which all three were built,  soon after 1814.   I have 

made a rough drawing showing the relative positions of the three owners,  with streets around.    

The owner of your property in 1814,  Nathan Jacobs,  passed it on to Alexander Jacobs,  

and then Hyman Hyman  bought it according to your first deed of 1857.   These are the only 

Jewish names I have come across in DMTH.  

 Earlier deeds on the site of these houses,  in the Corporation collection in Exeter,  reveal 

that in 1709 Samuel Collibor leased  four houses there and built a theatre in the gardens behind 

the houses.  This “Playhouse” was burnt down around 1786,  and the four houses fronting it were 

demolished in 1799.   With the Napoleonic war hitting the town’s prosperity,  it was not till after 

it seemed over 1814 that the Corporation leased the site again. 

 Among the other deeds etc.  I found several maps very revealing.   I have made 

photocopies of these and put them near to where the relevant documents are.   I was also 

interested to see a complete list,  dated 1973,  of ALL the properties owned by the Corporation. 

 One more piece of information which may interest you concerns how far back the name 

Ernest M. Hawkes goes.   In the lease of 1913  (see my page 4)  E.M.Hawkes takes a lease for 7 

years of the premises (clearly 7 Duke St.)  which  it says “for many years past  have been in 

occupation of the Lessee.”    I looked in the Trade Directories,  and found him listed in 1902,  

and also in 1897,  though not in 1890.   So your name is well over a hundred years old and must 

be one of the oldest in the town.    

 

 Thanks again  - and good wishes for the next hundred years! 

 

Yours sincerely, 
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NOTES ON DEEDS RELATING TO E.M. HAWKES PROPERTY IN DUKE ST. 

SEEN BY RAY FREEMAN. 
 

 The following  pattern  shows the essential elements of the deeds,  i.e.  date, type of deed,   between which 

parties,  the duration of the term,  the consideration paid,  and the boundaries of the properties,  with any 

interesting historical details. 

 

Date  Type of Deed    Between             1. 

 

             2. 

 

Term:  Consideration:              Any interesting details. 

 

   Boundaries -  on N, S, E, W.  

   

 

RELEVANT  DEEDS  SEEN  BY  RAY  FREEMAN  IN DEVON  RECORD 

OFFICE,  EXETER. 

 

The following three deeds,  of the same date and with consecutive DRO reference numbers, relate to the 

block of three buildings now (2005) occupied by, from west to east,  a Health Food shop,  Michael 

Bennett,  and E.M.Hawke.     They link directly with the deed of 1857  which are part of the E.M.Hawke 

set of deeds. 

 

DRO Ref. No.  Date  Type of Deed        Between:      

66046  29.9.1814 Lease       1.   Trustees of  DMTH Corporation 

                                                                          and   2.   Arthur  Bailey Harris 

 

   Term of Lease:  79 years.    Consideration:  £205 

 

   Dimensions:   Spot of land 26’4” long and 60’ broad 

   “being westernmost part of land on which an old Playhouse once stood”. 

 

   Bounded on  -  south by  Castle Inn yard 

              - west by lane or street leading to said yard 

                                      -  north by street leading from New Quay to Hardness 

-  east by another part of said spot on which a playhouse once 

stood  lately agreed to be leased to Robert Harris. 

      

COVENANT to build a house in 3 years to plans approved by the 

Trustees,  with three storeys and slated roof. 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DRO Ref. No. Date    Between 

66047  29.9.1814 Lease               1.   Trustees of DMTH Corporation       

            and   2.    Robert Harris ygr.   Banker 

 

   Term of lease:  79 years.   

    

Dimensions:   Spot of  land 26’3”  long by 60’ breadth 

“being the middle part of spot of land on which an old playhouse once stood” 

 

Bounded on – west by land leased to Arthur B. Harris 

         -  south by Castle Inn yard   

                           -  east by another part of land on which a playhouse once stood 

                               leased to Mr. Nathan Jacobs                      

-                                -  north by street from New Quay to Hardness.              

 

COVENANT:  to build a house in 3 years to plans approved by Trustees  with 

                          three storeys and slated roof. 

 

DRO Ref. no. Date  Lease           Between 

 66050  29.9.1814   1.    Trustees of DMTH Corporation  

       and       2.    Nathan Jacobs,  silversmith. 

 

    Term of lease:  79 years 

 

Dimensions:   26’4”   by 60’  being the easternmost  part of spot of 

land on which a playhouse once stood. 

 

    Bounded -  on east by lane leading to the churchyard 

        - on south by Castle Inn Yard  

                   -  on west by land leased to Robert Harris 

        - on north by street  from New Quay fo Hardness. 

 

    COVENANT:   to build a house in 3 years to plans approved by Trustees with  

                                                                          three storeys and slated roof. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

SUMMARY OF DEEDS IN COLLECTION OF E.M.HAWKES LTD 

7 Duke Street,  Dartmouth. 

 

13.4.1838  Lease for a year Between 1. Henry Holdsworth Esq 

      and  2. Mr. James Elliott, victualler 

      Consideration:  5 shillings 

 

Hy. Holdsworth has bargained & sold to sd. James Elliott ....... ALL that 

messuage dwelling house etc. known as the EXETER INN situate in Hardness 

in the borough of Clifton Dartmouth Hardness now in possession of James 

Elliott as tenant thereof, situate: 

 

 between - lands of John Gibbs on East 

    -  lands of John Hy. Seale on West 

    -  Kings’s Highway there on North 

    -   Street called Silver St. on South. 

 

[i.e. this does not refer to the property now known as Ernest M. Hawkes.]  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14.8.1857  Lease          Between 1.  Arthur Bailey Harris Esq., Henry Petherbridge sailmaker,

          & surviving trustees of lands of Borough of C.D.H. 

    and      2.  Mayor & Burgesses of C.D.H.     

              and      3.   Robert Lewis Fox,  Treasurer 

                      and      4.   Mr. Hyman Hyman of 3 Sussex Place,  Plymouth, 

                   Gentleman. 

 

Term:  79 years    CONSIDERATION:  surrender of remainder of term of 79 years from 

29.9.1814 and 5 shillings paid by Hyman Hyman to Treasurer   AND of another certain 

term of 42 years to commence after the expiration of sd. term of 79 years granted in 

same premises by indenture of 29.19.1856 and in consideration of 5 shillings paid by H. 

Hyman to Treasurer 

 

They (1 & 2)  grant to Hyman  ALL that spot of land containing 26’ 4” in breadth by 

60’ in length being the EASTERNMOST part of a spot of land on which an old 

Playhouse once stood  BOUNDED – 

 

  on north by street leading from New Quay to Hardness 

  on east by lane from sd. street to churchyard 

  on south by Castle Inn yard 

  on west by another part of spot on which a Playhouse once stood,  sometime 

    leased to Robert Harris the younger 

 

And also dwelling houses shops and other buildings ...........sometime since in possession 

of Nathan Jacobs,  afterwards of Alexander Jacobs his tenant......but now of Hyman 

Hyman. 
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9.1.1865 Assignment of lease     From   1.  Mr. Hyman Hyman,  of Birmingham,  jeweller 

      To       2.   Mr. Mark Fox,  of Dartmouth,  grocer. 

 

  Term:  for residue of lease of 79 years. 

 

  Bounds:  same as in lease of 1857. 

 

  Rent:    £1 yearly,  to be paid quarterly to Corporation. 

 

  Consideration:    £750 to be paid by Fox to Hyman. 

 

 

29.9.1913 LEASE    Between  1.   Charles H. Fox,  of Manchester,  produce 

                 merchant, 

     and                  2.   Enest Melbourne Hawke of DMTH, general  

        draper, outfitter & carpet warehouseman 

 

  Term:    7 years from 24.6.1913.                 Rent:  £75 a year 

 

  Description:  Messuage, shop & dwelling house being corner premises immediately 

  adjoining a public road leading to the Castle Hotel stables,  formerly in occupation 

of William Parr as tenant  but for many years past have been in occupation of the Lessee. *  

 

 

[* Note by RF, 2005:    The Trade Directories  for 1897 and 1902  show Ernest M. Hawke as a 

Draper and Clothier.   He is not listed in 1890.]       

                         

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1919 ABSTRACT OF TITLE  of Mr. Charles H. Fox to property in Duke St.        

 

Recites how property was acquired by H. Hyman,  and on 9.1.1865 sold to Mark Fox for 

£750.     By will of Mark Fox,  who died in 1893,  C. H. Fox was one of executors.  Various 

annuities were to be paid,  all recipients now dead,  C.H. Fox is remaining executor,  and 

inherits balance of the estate. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

24.4.1919 ABSTRACT OF TITLE     Recites that by Indenture of 29.9.1913 between 1.  Charles H.        

Fox, vendor, and 2.  Ernest Melbourne Hawke,   latter leased shop etc. for 7 years from 

12.6.1913 at yearly rent of £75. 
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24.4.1919 INDENTURE OF SALE          between      1.  Charles H. Fox of Manchester,  wholesale  

          produce merchant,    Vendor,   

      and         2.   John Stanley Fox,    Staff Capt. in H.M. 

        Forces,   Purchaser. 

 

 Consideration:   £650 

 

 Vendor sells to purchaser shop and buildings in Duke St. now in occupation of E.M.Hawke 

 for residue of 79 years and subject to indenture of 29.9.1913  between Vendor & E.M.Hawke 

 for 7 years at rent of £75. 

 

 

7.2.1920 SALE OF LEASE      between   1.   John Stanley Fox of Manchester,  

Vendor 

 

                         and           2.   Ernest M. Hawke,   Purchaser, 

 

 Purchase price:   £750 

 

 E.M.Hawke buys property for residue of 79-year lease.  

 

 

 

31.3.1932 AGREEMENT               between         1.   Ernest M. Hawke of Paignton,  the  Landlord 

 

     and              2.   Ernest M. Hawke Limited,  of Axminster House, 

              7 Duke St.,  DMTH,    the Company 

 

 Landlord agrees to let and Company to take premises at 7 Duke St. for term of 1 year,  and 

thereafter from year to year until determinable by 6 months notice..............paying yearly rent 

of £100 by equal quarterly instalments. 

 

 

 

1934 ABSTRACT OF TITLE TO THE CASTLE HOTEL. 

 

[See  PLANS   ATTACHED, photocopied, of area at back of Castle Hotel,  dated 1902 & 1919] 

 

Proves title to area at back of Castle Hotel including coach house,  stable etc.  and plans show in 

pink what is to be sold to E.M.Hawke,   street and lane,  and three buildings including Hawkes 

adjoining each other. 
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13.7.1934 CONVEYANCE       between  1.   Castle Hotel     Vendor 

 

                       2.   William Trant Way   -  Mortgagee 

 

3. Ernest M. Hawke Ltd.  of 7 Duke St.  Purchaser 

 

17.11.1895 Perpetual Rent charge of £30 to DMTH Corporation 

 

SALE PRICE:  £1,000.          

 

Castle Hotel sells to E.M.Hawke Ltd.  Taproom,  coach house,  stables,   as shown on plan,   

photocopied. 

 

 

 

7.7.1934 MORTGAGE  REGISTRATION  CERTIFICATE 

 

    Mortgagee:    Leslie Norton Scorer  lends £700 to 

    Mortgagor:     Ernest M. Hawke Ltd.  

 

on security of  Taproom,   coach house, stables etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

9.7.1934 SECOND  MORTGAGE:           Additional   £300 borrowed  by E.M.Hawke Ltd.  from same      

mortgagee secured on same premises. 

 

 

 

 

6.12.1938 DEATH  OF   ERNEST .  M.  HAWKE.     Left all estate to daughter Ada Sarah Scorer,              

executrix.     [  Wife of Leslie N. Scorer.] 

 

 

 

18.2.1950 LEASE    Between          1.   Mayor etc. of DMTH 

 

                                                              And               2.    Ernest M. Hawke Ltd. 

 

  Term of lease:   14 years   from 29.9.1949.          

 

  RENT:    [i.e. ground rent]   £200 
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1.11.1965 LEASE                           Between      1.   Mayor etc. of  DMTH 

 

            And          2.   E. M. Hawke Ltd. 

 

                                    Term of  lease:  21 years from 29.9.1963 

 

                                     RENT  [i.e. ground rent.]    £500 

 

 

 

1973       ABSTRACT  OF   TITLE  TO  PROPERTIES OWNED  BY DARTMOUTH  CORPORATION 

 

 [Proves title to properties owned by Corporation,  with lists of trustees.   See long list of ALL  

 properties then owned.] 

 

 First page copied – shows 7 Duke St.  among others  but not “Shades” at back.. 

 

 

 

7.8.1973 CONVEYANCE               Between  1.  Mayor etc.,   Vendors, 

 

               and      2.  Anthony Charles Frederick Hawken of DMTH, 

                                                                                        purchaser. 

 

 PRICE:    £12,000 

 

 Conveys property of 7 Duke St.,  now in occupation of E.M.Hawke Ltd.   [N.B.  not “Shades” at 

back.] 

 

 

 

  7.8.1973 DEED OF SURRENDER            Between    1.  Ernest M. Hawke Ltd.  (tenant) 

 

                                                                                 and         2.  A.C.F.Hawken   (landlord) 

 

 Consideration:  of new lease  the tenant hereby assigns unto the Landlord all the premises 

comprised in .....the Lease to the intent that the term thereby granted shall merge and be 

extinguished in the freehold reversion in the premises and the Landlord hereby releases the 

Tenant from all claims in respect of the within written lease. 
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7.8.1973 COUNTERPART   LEASE            Between 1.  A.C.F. Hawken,  Lessor 

 

                 and      2.   E.M.Hawke Ltd.   tenant 

 

 

 Lessor demises 7 Duke St,  now in occupation of tenant,  to hold for term of 20 years paying rent 

of £1,020 by quarterly payments.     [Ground rent due to Mayor & Corporatiion?] 

 

 

 

23.10.1973 MORTGAGE    with Alliance Building Society for £7,000,  on freehold property at rear of 7 

Duke St.,  formerly part of the Royal Castle Hotel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












