
 
 
 
  
          

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BROWNSTONE FARM, NEAR KINGSWEAR. 

        A Devon Farm through Seven Centuries. 

In 1981 the National Trust acquired the property of Higher Brownstone near Kingswear, 
with a farmhouse, farm buildings and cottages, and over 298 acres of land including a 
spectacular stretch of Devon coastline. The estate up to the end of the 19th century consisted 
of over 400 acres, over 100 acres having been sold off since at Lower Brownstone. 

Brownstone was occupied as far back as the Bronze Age, between 2.000 and 1,500 B.C., 
when a round barrow was buil t not tar from the present Higher Brownstone farmhouse. 
Excavations made in the 1930's by Watkins and Rogers revealed in the centre a cremation of 
the bones of a child of about ten years old and some pottery sherds. In a stone cist eight feet 
away from the centre of the mound there was a polished green jadeite axe of great beauty, 
reflecting the high social status of the family. The nearest sources for this jadeite are 
Switzerland or Brittany, showing the trade coming to the Dart estuary at that time. 
 
The following two millennia have left no traces so far discovered. On the eve of the 
Norman conquest it is likely that the Saxon lord was Ordwulf, who held the nearby 
Woodhuish. William the Conqueror himself held it by the time of D om esday i n  1086 and  
let it to  R ichard  son of T horol f , Sheri ff of Cornw al l . 

B row nstone is li kely  to  have  form ed  part of t h i s m anor ow ned  by the K ing. Several 
placenames nearby such as K ingston  and  K ingsw ear, and  of L it t le  K ingston  and  K ingston  
B ottom  on  the B row nstone estate i tsel f support this theory. The w hole peninsula f rom  
B rixham  round to  K ingsw ear then lay in  the parish of B rixham. . 

T he  f i rst reference to  B row nstone by name so far discovered is in  the T esta de N evi l of 
1244, (see O.J.Reichel , T .D .A . 1908), an enquiry into w ho held " fees" in  each area 150 years 
af ter D omesday. One " fee" meant liabi l i ty to  provide one armed knight for the k ing's arm y i f 
requi red. T hom as of C i rencester held  one fee  in  W oodhuish, w hich  by then  w as separated  
f rom  B row nstone. N ow  Robert de M ortelli s held B row nstone along w ith Goodnngton and 
L edw ycheton (the  present B oohay) f rom  hi s overlord  Gal f red  de M andev i l l of the H onour 
of M arshw ood as one K night's fee. 
T hi s Robert seem s to  have  been  the  descendant of Rai l ' de M ortel l is w ho held Goodrmgton 
in  D omesday. H is heir W arin de M ortel l is sti l l held i t f rom  John de M andevi l l i n  1285. B y 
1303 Elizabeth Dawnay held Goodrington, Ledwycheton and Brownstone as one tee, under 
the Mandevills. 

According to Reichel, in 1346 Joan Dawnay held Goodrington, Boohay and Brownstone 
for half a fee. When Emmeline Dawnay married Edward Courtenay later in the fourteenth 
century, these manors passed to the Courtenays, Earls ot Devon. 

THE COLE AND HODY FAMILIES. c. 1377-1653. 

Risden writing in 1630 records that in the time of Richard II (1377-1400): 

"William Cole held Nethway; unto whom succeeded John Cole, whose daughter Margaret and 
heiress was married to Sir John Hody, Chief Justice of England." 



Nethway, ciose to Boohay, seems to have replaced it as the lord's home Lord by the 
fifteenth century. Brownstone continued to be listed among its possessions in a conveyance 
of 1435, (DD12177) 

 
The Hody family may already have owned Nethway and Brownstone by 1435, as John 

Hody was one of four trustees mentioned in this deed. They certainly owned it in 1530, and 
were still there in 1653. 

In that year an indenture of sale of Brownstone «ives an abstract of title 
going back to 1644. This shows that then Gilbert Hody of Nethway owned Brownstone 
among other manors. In his wi ll  of 1647 he left all his lands to four trustees tor the use of 
his wife. These trustees acting for Jane, Gilbert's widow, in 1653 sold Brownstone to 
Lawrence Wheeler of Dartmouth, merchant, to pay the debts and legacies of Hody. (DD68552) 
 
LAWRENCE    WHEELER,  Lord of Brownstone 1653-1662. 

For the first time in this conveyance the Manor ot Brownstone is described in some detail: 
- 

"The Manor of Brownstone, now or late in the tenure of John Matthews in right of Amy his 
wife; ... and another messuage called Lower Mouthdowns ... now or late in occupation of 
Henry Champcrnowne Esq. and Edward Champernowne gent; and one other messuage called 
Higher Brownstone late in the occupation of Robert Follett; and one other messuage part of 
Brownstone late in the occupation of Phili p Symons; and another messuage part of 
Brownstone ... late in occupation of Luce Scobbold or her assigns; ... with all buildings, 
barns, heriot, reversions, services, courts, court leets, liberties or hawking and hunting, ... 
watercourses etc. " 
All this passed to Lawrence Wheeler, a strong Puritan and supporter of Parliament in the 
recent Civil War (1642-9), during the rule of Cromwell's Commonwealth. Royalists were 
heavily fined at this time, which may have been the cause of Hody having to sell some of his 
lands. Wheeler was a wealthy merchant in the Newfoundland cod trade. He was mayor of 
Dartmouth in 1647, 1649. 1653, 1658 and 1660, and must have regarded Brownstone 
merely as a source of income since he was never a farmer. The Restoration in 1660 brought 
his downfall, along with the other Puritans, and he died in 1662. 
 
T H E     HAYNE     FA M I L Y A T BROWNSTONE, 1662-1904. 

Among the witnesses to the conveyance of 165 3 was John Hayne. another Dartmouth 
merchant involved in the trade with Spain and Portugal. Soon after Wheeler's death he 
acquired Brownstone, which he left in his will of 1684 to his eldest son Wil liam. From then 
it passed down in the Hayne family until i t was finally sold in 1904 after the death of the last 
of them. Charles Seale-Hayne. 

Both Wheeler and Hayne illustrate how men who made their wealth in overseas trade at 
this time wanted to invest it in land, not only as a source of income, but ultimately to move 
upwards into the landed gentry class. They did not always succeed, and it sometimes took 
two or three generations. 

   

William  Hayne. Lord of Brownstone 1684-1699. 

The Haynes were stil l very much involved in trading during the late 17th and early 18th 
centuries. John Hayne had five sons and four daughters: to William he gave Brownstone, to 
each of the others £600. Three sons were placed in the Iberian peninsula to supervise the 
family trading interests. Cornelius lived in Dartmouth where he acquired much property in 
Lower Street including a house which was known for years as Hayne's Great House, now the 
site of the Masonic Hall . Christopher after a period in Spain was based in London. 

William, who was M. P. for Dartmouth from 1689-1695. ordered an inventory to be made 
of the lands of Brownstone in 1697 in which every field was listed, with the tenants, and its 
438 acres were valued at £293. (DD685531 These field names show little change through to the 
sale of 1904.  



At the same time many improvements were made to Brownstone farmhouse, suggesting 
that William might have intended to live there himself. (DD68558) The parlour was to be 
floored with broad stones, cupboards and shelves were to be built, the chimney plastered and 
new-panes of glass put into the windows. The garden wall was to be rebuilt, the plot levelled 
and water from the spring above the house carried off . The malt house and barns were to be 
repaired.  A watercourse was to be carried on both  sides of Mill  Bay field. 
It was suggested that sand could be obtained at Mill  Bay   to be used as fertil iser for the 
local soil.        

 However, in 1699 Wil liam died leaving no children, and Brownstone was left to his 
brother Christopher in London.   His  two brothers John and  Lawrence were both dead by 
1701,  leaving Cornelius as the last Hayne living in Dartmouth.    

 
 
Chr istopher Hayne. Lord of Brownstone 1699-1722.  
 
While Christopher lived in London, from where he organised his thriving trade with Spain 
and Portugal despite England being at war with France and Spain, he frequently wrote to 
Cornelius and must have visited Dartmouth occasionally. He tried but failed to be elected 
M.P. for the town in 1707, alleging that the present rulers of the town were ruining its 
prosperity. 
Meanwhile, in 1698 John Hody sold Nethway to John Fownes, a rich Plymouth merchant. He 
had married Katherine Champernowne whose family had long owned land in Kingswear. 
He completed the rebuilding of Nethway started by Hody, and soon acquired most of the 
lands of Kingswear including Kittery Court. His descendants were in effect the lords of 
Kingswear until 1874, and there was soon friction with Hayne

Hunting Rights. 
Fow nes claim ed  the r ight to  hunt over B row nstone farm lands, w hich  
Christopher H ayne f iercely resisted. In  1712 H ayne consulted a Counsel, 
P. K ing, w ho "perused" the legal document conveying the manor of 



Brow nstone from  H ody to W heeler in  1653 and conf i rmed that hunting 
rights w ere included w ith the ow nership of B row nstone: anyone else 
entering to do so w as a trespasser. Hayne therefore had the following 
notice "cryed" at Dartmouth and Brixham:- 
 
" W hereas divers persons do hunt and  set f ow l and  destroy game w i thin  the 
M anor of B row nstone w hich  w i th  the royal ty thereof belongs to  M r. 
Christopher H ayne, these are to  give noti ce that i f  any person  or persons f or 
the f uture do hunt f ow l or set or destroy game w i thin  the said  royal ty or 
any other royal ty of the said  M r. Christopher H ayne lying w i thin  the pari sh  
of B nxham  w i thout his leave they w i l l be prosecuted  f or the same according 
to law ." (D D 68555) 

In  L ondon  H ayne's know ledge of trade w i th  Spain  and  Portugal l ed  to  his 
being  consul ted  by H orace W alpole w hen  a treaty w i th  those countr ies w as 
being  prepared  in  1714. H e invested  heav i ly in  the South  Sea Com pany, 
and  lost m uch  money in  the South  Sea B ubble af f ai r in  1720. H e died  in  
1722, and  hav ing no chi ldren  lef t B row nstone w i th  w hat rem ained  of his 
f ortune to  his brother Cornel ius in  D artmouth. 
 
C or nel iu s H ayn e,  L ord  of B row nstone 1722-1733. 
in  1724  an  amusing incident occurred  show ing the passions that could  be 
inf lamed  over the hunting issue, w hen  Robert Y arde of L upton  def ied  the 
declaration  that B row nstone hunting rights belonged  to  H ayne. Y arde rode 
into  B row nstone w i th  his hounds, T ozer his huntsm an  and  Scipio  " his 
B lack" , the last two both carrying .guns, in pursuit of a hare. With the 
frequent ships then going from the Dart to the West Indies, some of the 
leading families had acquired Negro slaves - often, as here, given positions 
of some responsibility. 

In legal proceedings afterwards. Ambrose Helmore and William Boone, 
servants of Cornelius, gave evidence that while they were looking after 
some sheep they saw the dogs and huntsmen riding over the fields, some 
of which were growing wheat, opening and leaving open gates. When he 
met Helmore. Yarde ordered him to make fast the gates and hot words 
were soon flying. Yarde demanded by what authority Helmore forbade 
him from hunting. He replied: 

"The authority that I have is to see my master not abused and his things 
laid waste, and if I was a servant to your father he would not take it well 
if [  did not endeavour to set his things at right again and inform who was 
the offender." 
Yarde then, according to Helmore:- "fell into an extravagant passion, 
damning and cursing, and told Helmore he was a scurvy rascal and said if 
he wanted to be thrashed he should have it without asking." 

Helmore replied that he would endeavour to be as lit tle offensive as he 
could, and that he was about his master's business. 
Then Helmore and Boone went into Homer Down, another f ield of 
wheat. Here:- 

"Mr. Yarde forced open the entrance gate, which was well bound, and 
rode into the wheat with his Black after him with a gun in his hand, and 
rode up to Helmore cursing and damning at a horrible rate, swearing he 
would cut him in pieces, and struck him two blows over the shoulder with 
his whip, ... then alighted from his horse and with the great end of his 
whip struck him with all his might on the head 3 or 4 blows until 
Helmore caught hold of his whip and prevented his striking him any 
more, but by the blows he did strike he broke his head very much so that 
there was much blood issued." 



Yarde, not able to strike any more, said: "Damn you, if your master 
were here I would serve him in the same manner, and if he did vindicate 
Helmore I would make Hayne spend Brownstone." 

All that has survived of the legal case is the sworn statements of 
Hayne's two servants, so we do not know if it ever went to court. Yarde's 
threat "to make Hayne spend Brownstone" implied that the heavy legal 
fees of the case would force him to sell the estate. In the event, as wi 11 
be seen later, the Yardes themselves were already so heavily in debt that in 
1741 they were forced to sell Lupton, their mam home, which was bought 
by Cornelius' son Charles Hayne. 

 
Charles   Hayne,   Lord   of   Brownstone 1733-1769. 
 
Cornelius Hayne died in 1733, a very rich man, having inherited all the wealth of his 
four brothers as well as making money himself. He left three children. John, the 
eldest, seems to have been physically or mentally handicapped, and money was left for 
him to be looked after in Fuge House, near Blackawton. His daughter Mary received 
£8,000 as a dowry when she married John Seale of Mount Boone in 1733. Charles, 
the youngest, only 17 when his father died, inherited Brownstone and over £10,000 in 
shares in the India and South Sea companies, as well as Fuge after John died in 
1736.While Cornelius was a merchant, with ships trading to the Netherlands and 
elsewhere, Charles was never anything but a landed gentleman, and alli ed by his sister's 
marriage to John Seale of Mount Boone who came from a similar background whereby 
wealth in trade enabled the family to join the gentry. 
 

One of the trustees for Charles until he came of age, Ambrose Penfound a Dartmouth 
solicitor, has left accounts of how money was spent on his behalf. He was now an orphan 
living at Brownstone, where payments were made to servants, dairymaids, gardeners and 
so forth. He was sent to Blundell's, Tiverton, as a boarder, then in 1734 to Winchester 
College and in 1735 to Oxford. 
Between his father's death in 1733 and Charles' coming of age in 1737 Penfound spent 
£3,144 on his behalf. 

The trustees also dealt with Cornelius' shipping interests after his death. A sea captain, 
Will iam Hoyles, was trading between Leghorn, Rotterdam and Dartmouth, and in 1736 
sent Charles an account of the various wares he had bought for him. These included 
anchovies, olives, rolls of fine Holland cloth, cambric for making shirts, six China 
(silk?) handkerchiefs, eight pounds of chocolate, a basket of sugar, a pound of tea, two 
teatahies, sixteen yards of velvet, and a hoggshead of White Lisbon (white Port'?). Ail 
these were sent to Brownstone for the young master's enjoym ent.  (Seale papers.) 

When Charles gained control of his own money, and had completed his years at 
Oxford, he decided to buy the much larger estate of Lupton. for which he paid 
£7,190. Gilbert Yarde was forced to sell to pay enormous debts which had been 
mounting for years. Charles' status as one of the leading gentlemen of the county was 
recognised when he was made Sheriff of Devon from 1742-3. despite his youth - he was 
only 25. He does not seem to have lived at Lupton yet, however, and may have divided 
his time between Brownstone and Fuge. 

In February 1745 Charles married Mary Southcote, nee Creed, the widow of John 
Southcote of Buckland Tout-Saints, who 
brought with her a useful dowry of £3,000. They lived first at Fuge, where 
between 1745-1750 four children were born to them. Brownstone became 
the Barton, farmed to provide food and income for the lord, and no 
Haynes ever lived there themselves again. About 1750 Charles began an 
ambitious rebuilding of Lupton house, employing an architect to design a 
typical eighteenth century mansion to which the family moved in 1751. 
 
Cockfighting.  
A  curious l i tt l e  notebook  surv i ves about B row nstone  f rom  the m iddle  of this  
century recording cockf i ghting sessions, presum ably i n  one of the  barns 



there. 
A l l the  local gentry cam e along: H aynes, Southcotes, L uttrel l s  are  
m enti oned, 
along w i th  the nam es of cocks and  l i sts  of bets made on them. (D D 68554); 
 
A Shipwreck, 1763.       

In February 1763 a ship, the Peacock from Havana, was wrecked on the 
shore near Froward Point on the Brownstone estate. Charles Hayne wrote 
at once to his uncle Charles Taylor in London, asking him to take 
Counsel's opinion as to what his rights were in this wreck: 

"On Tuesday morning the 15th February it was discovered that some large 
ship had been driven on shore and beat to pieces the night before.... 
between Froward Point and the Mew Stone, ... within the royalty of 
Charles Hayne as Lord of the Manor of Brownstone. The ship was by the 
violence of the weather beat all to pieces, and consequently her cargo (or 
at least such part thereof as would swim) and several of her materials and 
parts of the vessel after getting loose by the beating of the sea against the 
rocks, were floated off again into the sea, some to the eastwards and some 
to the westwards, a great many miles (as it is pretended), while the 
bottom of the ship as is supposed lies sunk in the sea close by the cliff 
adjoining, to Mr. Hayne's lands of Brownstone, and some parts of the 
ship's masts was driven on shore in one or more coves and on the rocks 
there remained dry when it was low water. Several dead bodies have been 
taken up, but no man, woman, child or other creature escaped alive. 

As soon as Mr. Hayne came to know of this misfortune he sent his 
steward and servants to claim all these things as belonging to him as Lord 
of the Manor of Brownstone, and to forbid and caution every other person 
from meddling therein. But notwithstanding this several persons ... went off 
in their boats and took up and carried away or made sale of great 
quantities of this ship and her materials, cargo or lading etc. without 
giving any notice thereof either to Mr. Hayne, the Collector of Customs, 
Sheriff or anyone else." 

Hayne wanted to know what were his legal rights against anyone who 
had taken goods to which he was entitled. Counsel's opinion was that 
"wreck" covered only goods cast up on land, not things floating on the sea 
which belonged to the Admiralty. It the sunken ship was always covered 
by even the lowest tide it did not belong to him. 

A later letter revealed that not one but three ships had been lost on that 
night near Dartmouth: the Four Cozens from Calais, the Arthur and Betty 
(a Holdsworth ship, from its name) as well as the Peacock from Havana, 
which was thought to be "richly laden". However, the owner of the 
Peacock, Mr. Skinner, had a right to her cargo and Hayne would only be 
able to claim expenses. 
 
Charles   Hayne,   Lord   of   Brownstone 1769-1821.   

The elder Charles Hayne died of gout in March, 1769, leaving his son, 
also Charles, as heir to his property: the Lupton, Brownstone and Fuge 
estates. His two daughters were to receive £500 each on marriage or at 
the the age of 21 years of age. Sarah in 1775 was married to John Seale of 
Mount Boone, and Mary in 1792 to Stephen Adams, Vicar of Blackawton.  

In 1786 Charles sold Lupton to Lord Ashburton, but kept Brownstone 
and Fuge, where Mary lived until her 
marriage. Charles lived in London, and after the wars with France started 
in 1793 he became a Colonel in the Devon Regiment. This involved 
travell ing all over the country, but when he was on leave Fuge was his 



home. Perhaps running Brownstone directly as the barton became diff icult, 
which may account for his decision to let it to a tenant. 

In 1791 Hayne leased Brownstone for 14 years at an annual rent of 
£260 to Stephen Lakernan of Brixham. (DD68574) Reserved to Hayne were 
all timber trees, mines, quarries and hunting rights. If any more land was 
converted from pasture to arable an extra rent of £5 per acre was to be 
paid. A requirement was that for every acre broken up tor til lage 12 
hogsheads of burnt lime and 160 hogsheads of well rotted dung or 160 
seams of good quick salt water sand must be spread in accordance with 
good husbandry. The tenant was not to take more than three crops of corn 
or grain after such dressing, only one of which was to be wheat or oats, 
and in the last crop to sow the same with eight pounds of good clover and 
one peck of fever grass seeds in every acre. He was to keep up and where 
necessary replant the cider orchards, and not to allow sheep or bullocks to 
be pastured in the orchards. He was also liable for all repairs, rates and 
taxes. 

In 1806 Hayne granted another 14 year lease to Lakeman, but the rent 
had gone up to £420 a year. (DD67575) If any further fields were converted 
to tillage, an extra £2 per acre must he paid. 

BROWNSTONE IN 1817   

 
This reflects the growing demand for food at home during the Revolutionary 
and Napoleonic Wars with France. A blockade partially cut off imports, at a 
time when the population was growing rapidly. Farmers found it profitable 
to plough up more land for gram, and the price of wheat doubled and even 
trebled in some years. Landlords, to get their share of the profits, increased 
rents whenever leases fell in - a process known as "rack-renting". The poor, 

 



whose wages  did  not  rise,     often  could  not afford bread and had to eat 
potatoes. 

After the wars ended, in 1815, the Corn Laws still restricted grain imports 
and the price of grain stayed high as did the rents paid by the farmers. In 
1817 a valuation was made of Brownstone, listing all the fields with their 
acreages and values. There were then 477 acres, valued at £490.15s, from 
which expenses such as poor rates, church rates, thatch and repairs amounted 
to £ 104 leaving a net income of £386.8.4. 

It was probably Lakeman who was the farmer mentioned in the following 
story:- 

Another Shipwreck, 1816. 
 
In March 1816 one of H.M. vessels employed for the suppression of 
smuggling was lying in Dartmouth Harbour when the First Lieutenant had 
information that a smuggling craft 
intended to land her cargo between there and Brixham. In the middle of the 
night he was sent to try and intercept her, but was unsuccessful. Returning 
to Dartmouth in darkness between the Mewstone and the shore, at dead low 
tide with a big swell running, the boat 
ran onto the rock, was stove in and sank. Only the Lieutenant and one man 
managed to swim ashore.  

The lieutenant later told the story of how, while the man was too exhausted 
to move, he managed to climb up the cliff  and eventuall y reached Higher 
Brownstone farmhouse. 
 

H e shouted tor some time before anyone heard him. A t last someone opened 
a w indow  and said " W ho's that?"  " A  poor castaw ay seam an  w ho  w ants 
shel ter f or the night"  answ ered  the  L ieutenant. " Castaw ay, eh'? w here w as 
you wrecked?  " U nder the cl i ff s in  the  di rection  of the barn.",  
" H a, young fel low , that story w on't do: a  cat could  not get up  there! Get out 
of that or T i l soon  settle  you."  " Indeed," said the l ieutenant, I am  not a thief . 
I cannot w alk tw enty yards further, so  i f you  w on't give  m e shelter you w i l l 
f ind  m y corpse at the gate in  the morning."  

The farmer's w i fe at last persuaded her husband to go and look for himsel f . 
Sti l l f earing  an  attack  by robbers he cam e cauti ousl y out w i th  a l am p. On  
seeing  the state the man w as in they brought him  into  the house, and w ere 
k indness itsel f . H e w as revived w i th  brandy, given dry clothes and the f i re 
revived to w arm  him. 
H earing that another man w as st i l l  at the foot of the cli f f s the farmer sent 
men to  see i f he could  be rescued. No one dared  descend  the cl i f f s, so  this  
had  to  w ai t until a  boat could  he sent f rom  D artm outh  in  the morning. H e 
w as nearly dead f rom  exposure, but surv ived. A  f ew  days af ter thi s  a  T orbay  
boat discovered  the m ast of  the sunken  ship  f l oating  'on  end' i n  the  w ater, 
w i th  a corpse  hanging  onto  the end  of  i t by  one hand  f i rm ly  clenched  round  
the tie. H e w as buried  in  B rixham  churchyard. 

(f rom  an  ex tract k indly  lent by  M aj . and  M rs. G i l lm ore.) 

Charles Hayne Seale-Hayne, Lord of Brownstone 1821-1842. 

When Col Charles Hayne died childless in 1821, he left all his property and 
lands including Brownstone to his great-nephew Charles Hayne Seale, second 
son of John Henry Seale of Mount Boone, Dartmouth, on condition that he 
took the surname of Hayne. He was the grandson of Sarah, Col. Charles 
Hayne's sister, who had married John Seale in 1775. 



The young man took the name Charles Hayne Seale-Hayne when he came of 
age. He married Louisa Jennings in 1830, and they had an only son, another 
Charles, in 1832. 

 

 

  

In that year Brownstone was leaseH to John Eales of Brixham, yeoman, tor 
a yearly rent of £365. Hayne reserved all rights in quarries, mines, timber 
trees, game, rabbits, hunting and shooting. 
   As before, strict terms were laid down to ensure that the estate was well 
farmed, so that it passed to the subsequent tenant without all the goodness 
having been taken out of the soil. The tenant was obliged to dress each acre 
of arable land with 12 hogsheads of well burnt lime and if a third crop was 
intended a further 7 hogsheads. With the last of such crops, with barley or 
oats he was to sow 10 pounds weight of good new clover and fever grass, to 
harrow brush in such grass, and not to allow grass grown from such seed to 
be eaten or trodden down after Christmas in the. last year of the term. 

He was not in any one year to take in more than 5 acres of potatoes (the 
first mention of this crop), each field so taken to be previousl y dressed with 8 
hogsheads of lime per acre. He was not to mow a meadow more than once a 
year, after irrigating it well. He was not to mow Kingston Bottom, the 
Moorey, . Walled Meadow, Well Park, Wall Park and Little Meadow without 
previously manuring them at the rate of 160 horseloads of dung per acre. He 
was to keep all orchards well planted, and dress each tree with dung or ashes 

Seale-Hayne on his part was to keep in repair the walls and roof of the 
dwelling house and outhouses which were slated, and to repair any damage 
caused by fire. 

Culti vati on: 
A rable Pasture  
 Orchard, garden 

T I T H E  M A P, 1838. 
Enlargem ent of 
area around  
B row nstone H ouse. 

 



Great Fire of 1839. 

This last clause was soon to cost him dear. In March 1839 his agent Charles 
Vincent wrote to Seale-Hayne: 

"It is with great regret that I have to inform you a tire broke out last night at 
Brownstone and entirely destroyed the whole of the long range of buildings in 
the yard comprising the three barns, stable, machine house and all the off ices 
in that long run. It was first discovered on the furthest barn near the Pond at 
about 11 o'clock. The whole family was in bed but one female servant. Mr. Eales 
sent to me and I got up there at hall past two o'clock, but before that time the 
whole was burnt down to the ground, the barns containing a great quantity of 
unthrashed corn besides reed and hay in stable. 
It may be easily imagined how rapidly the fire blew over this extensive pile from 
the dry li ght inflammable nature of its materials. It is most fortunate that the wind 
was from the north, which alone saved the dwelling house and in fact every 
other part, for had it blown from the south or west there couid have been no 
saving for any one single part of the premises. The new granary is unhurt. The 
burning embers was nearly all extinguished this afternoon..... 1 am very sorry 
that ever the sums on the premises was reduced as they were two years ago, as 
this premises now destroyed stands insured in only £100, on the dwelling house 
£200, and on the Granary £50.... Mr. Eales will also be a great loser. He had 
some hundreds of bags of wheat & barley, besides his harness, implements, etc. 
consumed, he is insured in £300 on all his live and dead stock." (DD68579) 

A year later Vincent sent Seale-Hayne a statement of accounts for the new 
building at Brownstone, which cost 
£ 2 8 9.6 .1 .    (DD 68579) 

The Tithe Map, 1838. 

The plan of Brownstone House and its barns before the fire are clearly shown 
on the Tithe Map of 1838. (Pages f 3, 15) The barns then ran mainly north-south. 

The house had its own bowling green at the front, shel tered from the v, st 
winds by a plantation of trees. On the east side was a walled garden, perhaps for 
vegetables. 
 The apportionment shows that John Eales was still the tenant and Seale-Hayne the 
owner of 445 acres of land at Brownstone. All the fields are named, numbered, 
their acreages and state of cultivation described. This gives us the fullest picture 
yet of the farm. 

The pasture fields were all close to the house. Most of the fields were described 
as "arable", while two small fields in Mi ll  Bay meadow had become potato plots. 
There was a small orchard, most likely of apple trees. The lands around the edge 
of the cli ff s, not surprisingly, were described as "waste". What is now called 
Newfoundland Cove was marked as Hingston Cove, probably after the field 
above it, Hingston Bottom. Hingston had by this time replaced the earlier name 
of Kingston. Nearby is Rocks Cove, under a field of that name. It seems likely 
that this is a version of Rixey's Cove which appears in the surveys of 1697 and 
1817. 

Charles   Seale-Hayne,   the   last   Hayne owner of Brownstone,   1842-1903. 

Charles Hayne Seale-Hayne died in 1842, aged only 34, leaving a widow and 
his ten-year-old son Charles to inherit his property. His uncle, the Rev. Edward 
Seale, was appointed his; guardian during his minority and dealt with Brownstone 
affairs. 

In June 1847 the Rev. Edward Seale granted a ten year lease on Brownstone 



  

 
"and the rabbit warren adjoining" to Christopher Pike Drew, late of 
Darlington, at a rent of £365 a year. There were now 346 acres, with a 
"farmhouse, off ices and outbuildings now erecting." Another 60 acres at 
Wall Park, Little Meadow, lately held by Drew as a tenant, were also 
included. The terms for enforcing good husbandry were much the same 
as before. (DD68582 and 53/6 Box  9, 39) 

Two years later, in 1849, Uncle Edward wrote that he feared a new 
house was necessary at Brownstone, estimated to cost £550, which was 
less than repairing the old one. It does seem that much rebuilding of the 
outbuildings was going on in 1847, and f inall y the old house had to be 
replaced. 

The Census of 1851 gives us a description of the household of 
Christopher Drew antl Frances his wife. There were four children ranging 
from 12 to 7 years of age, his mother-in-law, a visitor, four farm and 
three house servants ali li ving there. Drew himself was described as 
'farmer of 365 acres employing 9 labourers. As tour of these lived in his 
own house, the others probably lived in the three cottages also listed at 
Brownstone. 

Seale-Hayne became a barrister, and in 1853 when he was 21 stood as 
the Liberal candidate for Dartmouth against a Conservative backed by 
his uncle Sir Henry Paul Seale. He lost by 30 votes. Over the next ten 
years he became the leading figure in the company planning to build a 
railway from Torbay to Kingswear, not completed until 1864. He was 
full of energy, and had plans to develop his lands near Kingswear which 
he expected, rightly, would soon increase in value after the railway 
arrived. 
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Kingswear Castle. In 1855 he began to restore Kingswear Castle,    for 
many years a ruin,  into a home for himself. 
In 1857, when Drew's lease of Brownstone expired, Charles leased the 
farm to John Nute of Brookhill for 14 years at a rent of £440 - the 
increased rent perhaps reflecting the value of the new house. (DD68583) 
Brownstone was described as before, but Seale-Hayne reserved to himself:- 

“A11 that part formerly brake. immediately behind and about Kingswear 
Castle as far as the pathway and hedge dividing the Castle from Great 
Dunscove field and on the east as far as Mill Bay meadow, which 
together with the said Castle are now in occupation of Seale-Hayne.”  

He also reserved the lime kiln to himself for burning and mixing lime. 
This gave him suitable private grounds around the Castle, and no doubt 
the lime would be useful for the building work then going on there. 

The Census of 1861 shows us the household of John Nute, aged 61, and 
his wife Mary aged 60. They had a son of 22 and a daughter of 24. 
Living in were one house servant, a carter, ploughman and two general 
servants. On the farm of 440 acres Nute employed 5 men and five boys. 
Not long after, in 1863, a barn was converted into a farmhouse at a cost 
of £600 into which the Nute family moved. This was to be known as 
Lower Brownstone.    

 
 

The Day Mark, 1864.        

 



Seale-Hayne was one of the founder-members of the Dart Harbour 
Commission in 1863. Its aim was to improve access to and facilities in 
Dartmouth Harbour. The following year he leased land on a field at 
Brownstone to the Harbour Commissioners on which was built the Day 
Mark. It guides shipping into the harbour, which is surprisingly diff icult 
to see from the sea.   

In 1857 Seale-Hayne mortgaged Brownstone for £4,000, perhaps to pay 
for the Castle rebuilding, but he had repaid this by 1861. (DD68584) In that 
year Charles Vincent, his agent, made a valuation of the estate, 
emphasising both its farming income and development potential:- 

"This property is let on lease to a highly respectable Tenant at a 
moderate rent of £450 a year, besides the Castle and lands occupied by the 
Owner. It is all freehold and most beautifully situate with a southern 
aspect at the estuary of the Dart, and abundant supplies of water. The 
Owner has made roads suitable for building leases. The present value is 
over £12,000, and a great deal more in prospective as building land." 
(DD68587). 

This enabled a mortgage to be obtained on the property of £8,000 
which he paid off by November 1889. 

Another Wreck:  The Eureka, 1870. 

In January, 1870, Tim Pease of Guernsey, Master of the 240-ton sailing 
vessel Eureka, which was carrying a cargo of coal from the Tyne to 
Torquay, was hit by a south east gale off Portland. A freak wave laid her 
over hard, and her cargo shifted. With a heavy list he first laid a course 
out into the channel. Later, when the wind moved round to the south he 
tried to make for Dartmouth. Within sight of the town, in severe 
conditions he missed stays off the Mewstone and was   driven   onto   
the rocks beneath Brownstone farm. 

Three of his crew were drowned. Pease himself was saved by the bosun 
who grabbed him as he was in danger of being swept off the rock to 
which he was clinging. The survivors reached shore and managed to 
scale the cli ff s to reach Brownstone Farm, where they were revived by 
the occupants. 

Lower    Brownstone   and    Brownstone Warren, 1871. 

B y  the tim e of  the  Census of  1871  John N ute had died  and his w idow  
M ary  and  son  John  aged  30 w ere  l i v ing  at L ow er B row nstone. T hey 
f armed 287 acres, em ploy ing  5  m en  and  a boy . C learl y  som e land  had  
been  let of f  to  others. 

For the f i rst tim e B row nstone W arren  is  l i sted  - the acres m issing  
f rom  M ute's  holding. T his  w as occupied  by  John  B i rd, a gardener, w i th  
six  chi ldren. 

B row nstone H ouse had now  becom e a gentlem an's residence, occupied  
by Frederick  Y orke Sm ith, aged 42, a reti red  sea  captain, w i th  his  w i f e, 
tw o  sons and tw o  daughters. The household  on  the  night of  the census 
included, besides a  housekeeper and  tw o  servants, three v isi tors f rom  
A ustral ia and  India. - signs of  B r itain's  grow ing  em pi re  and  of the 
opening of the Suez Canal i n  1869.   

I n  1873 Seaie-H ayne had  re-let 80  acres at the  W arren  to  W i l li am  
W eare, a  w arrener f rom  Sheepstor, D artm oor. H e w as to  pay a  rent of 
£70  a year for ten  years, w hi ch  included:- 

" a cottage, dw ell i ng  house and  garden  lately h u i l t  by the lessor on part 
of B row nstone W arren, and  also  f ields cal l ed  Shearstone and  Fol l y  
Field."  



T hese are m arked  on  the  T i the M ap. T he lessee had  to:- 
" keep  a proper and  suff i cient stock  of rabbi ts i n  the said  w arren, and  
leave  a proper quanti ty  at the expi ration  of the  term  ... the  lessor 
reserved  al l f eathered  gam e, and  the r i ght to  shoot, hunt or f ow l or to  
k i l l  al l such  gam e including  rabbits, but the latter belonged  to  the  
lessee unless paid  for." !  

T he lessee had  al so  to  keep  in  order the " shrubs, trees and  sm al l 
plantation  of ornam ental f i rs and  shrubs now  planti ng  and  grow ing i n  
f ront of the  land  around  the  house."  A l ready Seale-H ayne w as planti ng  
the  m any trees and  shrubs w hich  w ere  grace  the entrance  to  the  D art 
tor over a hundred  years unti l m any w eie  destroyed  by gales in  1990. 
H e w ent on  doing  so  over m any years, as a  pri nted  sheet dated 1888 
survives i nv i t i ng  tenders for suppl y ing  trees for planting  on  80 acres of 
B row nstone W arren. T he trees w ere  to  include Pinus i nsignis, Pinaster 
or Stone Pine or Pinus L ari co, as w el l as ash, sycam ore, T urkey oak  
and  i l ex . 
  B y 1878  the Y orke fami ly had  moved  f rom  B row nstone H ouse, 
according to  K el l y 's di rectory, and  i t w as occupied  by W i l l iam  H enry 
M itchelmore. John M ute w as st i l l  at L ow er B row nstone. 

The census of 1881 show ed that al l the B row nstone occupants had 
changed. L ow er B row nstone, w i th  296  acres, w as being farmed by 
Robert H . Cutmore, w ith  three labourers and  a boy. In  B row nstone 
H ouse w as now  Charles H . Clendon, aged 47. a reti red army captain. 
The W arren cottage w as uninhabited - the end  of hopes of a prof i table 
business there. 

T hom as B ul ley, 1883-1933. 
 
In 1883, according to Kelly, Lower Brownstone was tenanted by Thomas 
Bulley. who is continuously listed there until in 1893 he is shown as 
living at Higher Brownstone. In 1897 he held the neighbouring Coleton 
as well. In fact. Bulley was to farm Brownstone. as tenant or ow ner, f or 50  
years. 

In  the late 1870's Seale-H ayne began  sel l ing  of f 99-year bui lding 
leases on  the edge of K ingsw ear, at modest rentals hut the purchasers 
had to build q ual i t y  houses of stone to  h i s requi rements. Plots f or 
these f ine new  v il l as w ere soon  snapped  up by the w el l - to-do  w ho  
could  now  com e by train. 

Seale-H ayne w as a busy man. A part f rom  being a  barri ster, he w as involved  w i th the 
rai lway and H arbour Commission. From 1885 until his death in 1903 he was 
Liberal M.P. for Ashburton, and served as Paymaster-General in 
Gladstone's ministry from 1892-5. He never married, and when he died - 
a very rich man - he left £150,000 to found a College of Agriculture. The 
present Seale-Hayne College, near Newton Abbot, is his memorial.  



  

 
The  Sale  of  the  Seale-Hayne  Lands, 1904. 

Brownstone, along with all his other properties, was sold in 1904 to 
raise the money for the endowment of the new college. The sale 
catalogue of 1904 provides a large plan of the estate, with field numbers 
and names. 

Thomas Bulley then occupied 365 acres, 1 rood 27 poles. The Warren, 
described as a "sporting property" on the seafront stretching from Mil l 
Bay round to Kelly's Cove, included the "marine villa residence Warren 
Cottage". 

T H E      B U L L E Y      F A M I L Y  O W N  B R O W N ST O N E , 1905-1938. 

Brownstone was purchased at the 1904 sale by John Hutchings of 
Kingswear, with Bulley as the tenant, but the following year Bulley 
bought the freehold from him. The sale included an additional 34 acres, I 
rood 8 poles which were part of the Warren. This brought his holding up 
to nearly 400 acres. For over thirty years the Bulleys were to be both 
owners and farmers at Brownstone. For many years they also were 
tenants of the adjoining Coleton as well. 

The First World War was followed by hard times for farmers, as world 
prices of wheat fell. However, Bulley is still l isted as owning both Higher 
and Lower Brownstone in 1919, 1923 and 1926. 

 
The Wreck of the Broadmayne,  New Years' Day 1921. 

Yet another ship was to meet her end oft the Brownstone cliff s while 
Bulley was there. The Broadmayne, an oil tanker of 3,120 tons was en 
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route from London to Newport early on New Year's Day, 1921, in 
atrocious weather and thick fog when she went aground there. The gale 
was so bad that the Brixham lifeboat was unable to be launched for 
several hours after the alarm was given. Despite a dil igent search for six 
hours she failed to find the wreck. 

It was finally spotted by Coxswain Saunders and Signalman Noraway 
searching from the cliff tops on foot. They lowered themselves down the 
cliff and after making contact with the crew helped sixteen of them 
ashore. Those aboard finally attracted the lifeboat by firing rockets, and 
she was able to pick up the remaining twenty eight seamen. 

Charles  and  Wil liam  Bulley,  and  the Makers. 

When Tom Bulley died in 1933, Charles his son inherited Higher 
Brownstone. His daughter Blanche had married her cousin William 
Bulley. who had farmed Hoo Down since 1910. They now acquired 
Lower Brownstone with about 90 acres, and lived there from the mid-
30's until 1947. William's daughter Mary married Sydney Maker, a 
trapper for Higher Brownstone and the Warren. This was once more a 
profitable business   

 
During  the I930's, when he used to send a thousand rabbits a week to 
London to sell for both fur and meat. 

BROWNSTONE DIVIDED: Roland Smith at HIGHER BROWNSTONE, 1938-
1949. 

When Charles Bulley in 1938 sold his 309   acres   at   Higher   
Brownstone  to Rowland Smith,   a motor engineer,   the estate was 
finally divided in two. 

The Second World War, 1939-1945. 

During the Second World War three fields on the cliff s, part of the 
Warren, were requisitioned and used as a gun battery tor coastal defence 
against a German naval attack. A new road was built from near Higher 
Brownstone House to the battery. The remains of the army buildings can 
still be seen there. 

LOWER BROWNSTONE, bought by the Jones Family in 1947 

William Bull ey continued to farm Lower Brownstone until his death in 
1947. It was then bought by the Jones family, who lived at The Grange 
next door. They now called it Home Farm. However, Will iam's daughter 
Mary and her husband Sydney Maker took over the farm as tenants, so 
keeping on the Bulley connection. 

Among the Jones children who enjoyed their holidays from school at the 
Grange was their son, later to become the famous Falklands hero Col. H. 
Jones. He was awarded the V.C. posthumously for his bravery in battle 
in 1981. 

The Maker Family buy Home Farm from the Jones, 1991. 

In 1991 James Maker, son of Sydney and Mary and grandson of 
William Bulley, bought Home Farm. Thus his family have been farming 
there for more than a century. 

H I G H E R  B R O W N ST O N E :  T he Rushforths 1949-1951, and 
Howards 1951-1955. 

H igher B row nstone passed f rom  the Rushforths to the Howards,   
who sold 11 acres in Mill  Hill  Field to Mrs. Jones, leaving the farm with 
nearly 300 acres. 



Capt. Fardell, 1955-1970, and Major and Mrs. Gillmore 1970-1980. 

 Higher Brownstone was now bought by the trustees of R.P.Bayly, one of 
whom, Capt. G. E. Fardel1 ran the farm for fifteen years. He made many 
improvements to both the house and the land. He kept a dairy herd, and 
grew oats and barley, which he found more suited to the soil and climate 
than wheat. When he retired, it passed to his stepdaughter, also a trustee 
and formerly Miss Jane Bayly, now married to Major Adrian Gillmore. 
They changed to beef cattle, and grew barley.   

L ow er Br ow nstone Far m  in  1947 

 

H igher B row nstone  Farm  in  1980 

 
THE NATIONAL TRUST AT HIGHER BROWNSTONE,  from 1981. 

In 1981, the estate now consisting of just under 300 acres was sold to 
the National Trust. Richer Brownstone House is now let separately from 
the land, which is farmed by Jeremy Burnell of Boohay on a lease. 

This purchase has enabled the Trust to safeguard a magnificent stretch 
of coastline for walkers to en joy, an important l ink in the long-distance 
South-West heritage coast walk. 



The permanent pasture lands are much the same as in the time of the 
Tithe Map of 1838. On the arable land Mr. Burnell grows wheat and 
barley, as well as some short term pasture for fattening sheep. His dairy 
cattle are kept at Boohay. At the time dairy quotas were allotted by the 
E.G. he did not have a full lease on Brownstone so could not apply for 
one although there are good milking sheds there. 

Some of the old hedge boundaries have gone in recent years, but most 
fields can still be identified from theOld maps of the estate. Whereas 
once up to 9 men and boys worked Brownstone alone, he now manages 
both farms with three members of his family and occasiona help from a 
fourth. 

The Trust has retained ownership of the cliff area, once part of the 
Warren, 
and also of two areas of Great Down and Hingston Bottom which they have 
planted 
with trees. 

These are much needed. The specimen trees planted under Seale-
Hayne's ownership over a hundred years ago took a tremendous battering 
in the great storm of January 1990. Dozens of mature trees by Froward 
Point came crashing down, and the skyline will never be the same again. 
Not only trees suffered: Mr. Burnell describes how the roof of the cattle 
sheds was ripped clean off and came flying towards him. It seems as it 
this part of the coast took the full force of the westerly gale of almost 
hurricane force. 

Under the careful management of the National Trust this ancient estate 
can look forward to being farmed in the traditional way, preserving one of 
Devon's loveliest landscapes tor future generations. 

Notes on Sources. 

Numbers quoted in this account are the Devon Record Office references. Also used were the Census 
Returns, Transactions of the Devonshire Association !908, Directories, Dartmouth Chronicles, and Seale and 
Hayne family papers. I am grateful to Maj. T. Ayimer for the stories of the wrecks of the Eureka and the 
Broadmayne; to Harold Hutchins for loan of photographs; and to Ji m Maker, Jeremy Burnel! and Maj. and 
Mrs. Gillmore for photographs and information on fhe recent history of Brownstone. The National Trust have 
kindly supplied copies of their Abstract of Title covering the period 1904-1981



 


