
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



T he M any  A ncient Gui ldhal l s  of 
D artm outh  

     Ivor H. Smart, c.Eng., M.RM.S., Mj. 
Brooking Lodge, Tigley Cross, Darlington, Totnes (Figures 1-6}  

Recent correspondence in  the  'D artmouth  Chronicle' referred  to the  present D artmouth  Gui ldhal l 
as t h e 'ancient' Gui ldhal l of the tow n. U nfortunately, thi s i s  not the  case, f or the  present bui lding 
dates f rom  1849  only, as the  stone  over the  entrance  proclaims. T o w hich  buil ding could  the  
term  'ancient G uil dhal l ' apply?  T here  have been  no less  than  f our prev ious  sites  to  w hich  thi s 
term  i s appli cable. H ow ever, al l the  bui ldings have been  demol i shed. 

 Gui ldhall N o.   I  

T he  f i rst buil ding, know n  as 'Y e  Y eldhall ', w as located  close  to  the  north-w est angle  of the  
boundary of St Sav iours cemetery and to  the  w est of N o. 9  A nzac  Street. T his w as a mediaeval 
bui lding  and  w as used  as a  G uil dhal l betw een 1370  and 1480. A l though  the  late  H ugh W atk in  
noted  the sale  of it s  timbers in  1494' and assumed i t had  been  demoli shed, it did  not suff er f i nal 
demol i ti on  until 1837-2 

Figure IA  i s  a  plan  show ing the  area  as i t w as before  1835/7, w hen  major changes took place. 
T he  street now  know n as A nzac  Street, but then  know n  as H anover Place (or H anover Street or 
Square), w as of a  dog-leg  shape  w i th  a  smal l open square  at the  north-eastern  angle  and a 
narrow  outlet at i ts  south-w estern  end  around the  'Y eldhalT . T he  street itsel f  w as a  continuation  
of Foss Street across the  junction  w i th  D uke  Street. U ntil 1824-5  thi s j unction  w as T -shaped, 
the  w est side being  a  continuous row  of houses, that of L ew is O ldrieve  f i l l ing the  gap  w here  the  
N ew  Road  (now  V ictor ia  Road) makes the  j unction  into a  cross road. T his house  w as 
demoli shed to  al low  the  N ew  Road to enter the  town.3 
In  the 18305 carriage access to the w estern  doorw ay of the church w as very li m i ted. W hi lst there  
w ere publ ic  w ays through arch-houses on  the 

 

FIG. IA. Plan of Hanover Place, later renamed Anzac Street, showing mediaeval Guildhall (Yeldehali) in 

 



/77J. Dotted lines indicate where the late i8th century gaol block was attached. JVote also the position of 
Church Street before the Castle Inn stable block and yard were built in 1774, on land then part of the 
churchyard, later the Palladium Cinema and now converted into a market. 

The Great Conduit (also known as Plumleigh's Conduit) is shown in Duke Street where it stood from about 
1600 until 1799. After that date it was moved to the north-west corner of the New Ground Bridge adjacent to 
the end of the Coffee House Slip (see Fig. 4), in conjunction with the narrowing of Duke Street (see Fig. 
ib). 

The block of buildings situated at the west end of Duke Street is continuous as it was before the 
building of the New Road in 1824-5. 
Key Legend 
A Churchyard w all  H  
B Church S treet I 
C O pen court till 1774 J 
D Passage to church K  
E Site of P layhouse (dem. 1787/8} L 
F Site of gaol block M 
G Steps                       . N 
 

 

south , east and north 4-5 there  was no ca rriage way. If there  was to  be  a  ca rriage  wa y it 
wou ld  have  to  be  b u i l t  he re— th rough  th e  a rea  then  occup ied  by the  o ld  'Ye ldha ll' o f 
D a rtm ou th  and  the  then  cu rren t Post O ffice .6 Th is ancient bu ild ing was th e  chapel o f S t 
Saviours, bu ilt be tween 1331  and 1335. It stood in  the  north -western  angle  o f the  
churchyard  and was approached from  the Fosse  (now Foss S treet) by a  sh o rt fligh t o f 
steps. It was no t su pposed  to  be  he re , fo r acco rd ing to  W atkin  it h ad  be en  dem o lished  
by 1494 . In  fact the  roo f tim bers o n ly were removed and the structure converted in t o  two 
separate tenements. A  series of leases dated from 1497 to 1761 confirm  this change. 
locating both  the church/G uildha ll and the ad jo in ing cham bers occup ied by the resident 
priest. W hat sort o f bu ild ing was th is orig ina l G uildha ll?  

O n a  ch a rt o f D a rtm ou th  d rawn  by D ess iou  an d  da ted  1793 , bu t showing the town in  
b lock deta il a t a  date  no la t e r  than 1774, one can  clearly see the bu ild ing in plan view. A t 
th is time the consecrated buria l ground  extended further north , bu t in  the r8 th  century the  
corpo ra tion, who had taken the church and its property unto itself after the R e fo rm a tion , 
app rop ria ted  so m e  o f the  ground  fo r b u ild ing deve lopment. 

The  exa ct loca tion  o f the  m id -line  o f the  G u ildh a ll was 33 ft to  the  west o f N o . 9  
H a nover P lace  (Anzac S tree t), wh ich  is the  'p ries ts  ch am bers*. These  were  loca te d  
inco rre ctly by W a tk in  in  I935 ,7 who  placed them in Church S treet, which was not 
constructed u n t i l  1774-5. The build ing was linked to No. 9 by a  flight of steps approximately 
11 ft w ide. The principa l d im ensions were 35 ft (east/west) and 30 ft (north / south). A t the 
end of the i8th century the gao l b lock was jo ined on to  it, fo r when the o ld  bu ild ing was 
dem o lished  it was necessary to  'p in ' the  end wall and rehang it with slates. The priests 
chambers would have had a thatched roof as did a ll the houses, at one time, in Hanover 
P lace, that o f N o . 5  rem a ined  tha tch ed  un til the  i88o s. The  sou th  pa rt o f the  bu ild ing 
was used  as a  L a tin  Schoo l wh ils t the  no rthe rn  pa rt was a  dwe lling  h ouse , tha t fro m  
the  e a rly r8 th  cen tu ry hou sed  D a rtm ou th 's  Post Office. 

The last lease with reference to the continued existence of the building in the Dartmouth 
lease book is Lease No. 525 granted to Mrs E lizabeth Holdsworth, dated 1761, in  which 
the southern boundary of the  p rope rty leased  is  de scribed  as th e  O ld  G u ildha ll a nd  L a tin  
S choo l. F rom  the 1821 R eport o f the  Charity C om m issione rs we lea rn  that th is schoo l 
was estab lished  on  13 M ay 1669. W here the Latin  School was estab lished  in  1669  is no t 
c lear, bu t in  1729 the Latin  School bu ild ing was rebu ilt o r resto red  b y W a lte r G ary M .P . 
The  m em oria l tab le t recording th is action was destroyed when the build ing was taken 
down in 1837. A  pictoria l map of the town, which can be dated between 1581 and  1593 , 
shows the steps and the  O ld  G uildha ll.8 

 

F igure IB  show s the sam e area after rebuild ing by the 'reform ed' borough council and 
the Dartm outh Im provem ent Com m issioners in 1837. The Im provem ent C om m issioners 
w ere a body set up under the Dartm outh M arket Act of 1815. One of the reasons for 
floating this Act by the 'Close' Corporation was to perm it the levying of rates9 on a w ide 
body of D artm outhians w ithout the C orporation losing control of the parliam entary 
representation of the borough in the interests of the Governm ent and the benefits it 
brought to the m em bers of the corporation. 

Apart from  dem olishing the Latin School and the adjoining house of M iss M . Sparke, the 
postm istress of Dartm outh,10 the plan envisaged a w ide and com m odious approach road. 
This w as achieved by setting back the fronts of the houses now  know n as Nos 9 and 11 
Anzac Street a distance approxim ately 5 ft. The other houses had courtyards of that 
w idth.11 In  this w ay a sm all saving w as obtained. The largest cost w as the purchase of 
M iss Sparke's house, leased to M rs E lizabeth H olds-w orth, for £200. Her lease had 53 
years to run in 1835 w hen this sum  w as agreed by the Corporation, w hich at that tim e w as 
under the control of the Holdsw orth fam ily. The rebuilding of the front of the houses w as 
undertaken by the S treet Com m issioners and charged against the District rate.12 

Site of Guildhall No. i 
House and Post Office 
Hanover Square 
Site of Great Conduit 
Fore Street [now Duke Street] 
Foss Street 
House of Lewis Oldrieve 



In the space so created the C om m issioners la id out a straight street approxim ately 13.5 
ft w ide, later increased to 15.5 ft. For their part the C orporation pinned up the rem ainder 
of the party w all w hich had been shared betw een the gaol block, w hich w as their property, 
and the Latin School. The gaol, la ter used as a W atch House and lock-up, had only one 
storey as built, but in 1854 an upper storey was added. The gaol and its adjoining houses 
w as never attached to the houses in Sm ith S treet as som e have claim ed, but w as a lw ays 
a free standing b lock after 1837. 

GUILDHALL No. 2 

W hen in 1480 the m unicipal body decided to m ove its place of business, presum ably 
because of the deteriorating s ta te  of the 'Yeldhall', their choice fell upon the m erchants 
house that w as once the property of the fam ily of John H aw ley (or H auley). H ugh W atk in 
postulated that, after the arrest of John Haw ley I I I  in 1413, the property w as m ortgaged 
in order to pay the fine im posed for h is m isdem eanour and in due course fe ll into the 
ow nership of the m unicipal body. There is, how ever, no record of such a transaction,13 but 
there is a deed transferring ownership of the property to the C orporation in 1480 from  the 
N ew m an fam ily w ho had obtained it from  the Copelston fam ily.14 
The site of the building has previously been described and m apped by the

 

Fig. IB. Plan of Hanover Place after redevelopment during 1835-7. The Latin School and Post Office 
have gone. The fronts of.Nos 9 and 11 have been cut back some 5 ft. The northern part of No. 3 has 
been rebuilt to form a modern No. 1 together with the remainder of, No. 3. Nos 5 and 7 had a walled court 
5 ft wide in front. Both belonged to No. 5. 

The gaol block is now complete whilst the Castle Inn stables and yard are to be seen. In consequence the 
alignment of Church Street has been moved south together with cemetery wall. In Duke Street the New 
Road can be seen entering the town through the block of houses on the west. 

Duke Street is narrower by some 15 ft following the demolition of the southern side houses ordered in 
1788. The conduit has been moved in order to improve the flow of traffic. 
 

Key Legend 
A Churchyard wall                
B Church  Street                                        
C Stables of Castle Hotel                                   H   
D S tableyard 
E G aol b lock 
F Hanover Street                                                  I 
G  M organ 's  co rne r, inc lud ing  s ite  o f                  J 
        doc to rs ' house  o f H enry H un t,                        K  

 
 

 

 

 

Harry Tracey and Augustus 
Newman 
Building erected by George 
Lidstone in 1868 on site of 13 
Duke Street and Hanover Square 
Du ke Stree t 
Foss S tree t 
New Road [now Victoria Road] 



 author and deta ils  are  to  be found in  a  paper recen tly published in  the Transactions of the 
Newcomen Society.15 The building was si tuated between H igher S treet and Lower Street (see 
Fig. 2) and was demolished in  18 64  as pa rt o f the  schem e to  construct the  N e wcom en  
R o ad . The  bu ild ing housed a lso  both  the Council cham ber and the Q uarter Sessions. 

F igu re  2  shows the  a rea  be tween  the  B road  S teps and  the  N arrow S tep s bo th  
lead ing to  Lower S tree t. The  space  be twe en  these  fou r boundaries was cleared in 
1864— 5 to provide space for the route of the proposed Newcom en Road. 

H a wley's house  and  N ewco m e n 's house  can  be  loca ted  now from  H ighe r S tree t a t its  
junction  with  the  N ewcom en  R o ad . H ere , no rth  o f Holdsworth House (a b lock of o ld 
people 's dwellings converted from the P rim ary S ch oo l bu ild ing e rected  in  1874 ) the re  is  a  
na rrow lane . O p posite  th is  Jane  s tood  the  house  o f the  S m ith  fam ily, ancesto rs  o f 
W illiam  Smith, who himself was responsible for much of the progress in m un ic ip a l 
deve lopm en t in  D a rtm o u th  in  the  second  ha lf o f the  I9 th  century. 

The  layo u t and  ownersh ip  o f the  p rope rtie s in  th is  a rea  a t the  tim e  o f the ir demo lition  in  
1864-5 is shown in  F igu re  2 . 

W e know m ore  abou t th is  bu ild ing than  we  do  abou t the  p rev ious G u ildha ll. F igu re  3  
sh ows the  p lan  o f the  who le  o f H a wley's house  toge the r with  a  sectio n  o f the  sou the rn  
ha lf as  it was in  its fina l phase  between 1836 and 1864. 

The front o f bo th  pa rts o f the  G uildha ll were in  Lower S tree t, u n l i k e  that o f Newcom en's 
house wh ich had its orna te ly carved  front in  H igher S tree t— no t L ower S tree t as p reviou s 
h is to rians have  assum ed . B o th  houses we re  m erchan ts' houses com b in ing dom estic  
and  com m erc ia l p rem ises, but the ir floor p lan layou t d iffe red considerab ly. The house  o f 
Thom as N ewcom en  had been that o f the  Roope fam ily noted as m erchan ts and  trad e rs  
bo th  in  D artm ou th  and  K in gswear in  the  1 7 t h  ce n tu ry and  com prised  a  fron t house  in  
H ighe r S tree t w ith  a  je ttied  fron t a nd  a  back ho use  in  Lower S tre e t th rough  wh ich  the re  
passed  a  passage in to  a  courtyard  a llowing access for goods stored in  an in terio r 
warehouse.16 
H a wley's house  wa s o n  a  d iffe ren t p lan  w ith  access to  a  num ber o f ground  floo r ce lla rs  
via  a  na rrow la ne  pa ss ing th ro ugh  and  u nder the  m ain  house. It debouched in to  a  cou rt 
a t the  o ther end  in  H igher S treet from  which there  was egress to the higher ground level. 
This lane, a lmost a  sub te rra nean  passa ge , was ap tly nam ed  D ark(e ) Lane . D u ring the  
occupa tion  by th e  H a wleys the  co m p le x o f ce lla rs b ecam e th e  town  p rison , bu t th is  use  
se em s to  have  d ied  ou t by the  la te  i5 th  ce n tu ry.17 The  m ost p rom inen t fea tu re  o f the  
a rea  b e tween  H igh e r and  Lowe r S treet w as a d iffe rence in ground leve l of 
approx im ately l o f t .  W here the p lot w as subdiv ided  i n t o  tw o parts, each hav ing a  
separate house b u i l t  thereon, there was no problem . W hen as in the case of the group we 
are considering th e  w hole of the p lot was used for a s ingle dw elling an extra storey had to 
be added in Lower Street or one lost in H igher Street. 
 
G enerally, the la t te r  solution was adopted for houses b u i l t  w ith their fron tages in Low er 
S treet. T hus H aw ley's house had a  four-s to rey frontage fo r its  southern half in  Low er 
S treet and only tw o s to reys in H igher S treet, a lbeit one o f them  double heigh t. T he 
northern ha lf had four and three storeys respectively. T his is c lear from  the draw ing m ade 
by M iss H unt in 1839. T he Leitch draw ing of Low er Street, c irca 1855, depicts N ew com en's 
house w ith four levels in Low er Street, but by th is tim e that frontage had been rebuilt i n t o  
tw o parts  d istinc t from  the H igher S treet portion.18 S im ilarly, the northern part of H aw ley's 
house w as rebuilt as  tw o dw ellings afte r the  Low er S tree t portion w as destroyed 
fo llow ing a fire  in  D ecem ber l y i y 1 9  (see  F ig . 3 ). A  cross passage existed in the northern 
part betw een the tw o dw ellings leading off from  D arke Lane. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIG. 2. Plan showing the block of ancient buildings that stood between the Broad and the narrow Steps, which led from Higher Street 
down to Lower Street. All were demolished in 1864-5 to open the site for the Newcomen Road. 
Key Legend    .  
 
A Narrow Steps                                              H 
B 2 houses of Hyman Hyman 
C 2 houses of S- Pentecost                           I 
D Guiidhall No. 2 [Hawley's house              J 
 South]                                                         K 
E Darke Lane                                                 L 
F Workshop of Thomas Newcomen*          M 
G Ex Win Beavis House*                              N 

Together form the house of Roger Matthews 
 
T he G u ildha ll occupied  only the  upper floor o f the build ing  w hich was topped by a sm all 
bell tcwer. Entry to the G uildhall was by a round-headed doorw ay flanked by round 
colum ns w hich appear to have de tached shafts . T he in te rior w as d iv ided into  tw o 
cham bers  w ith an ante-room  nearest the  door. T he la rger cham ber w as the G u ildha ll 
w hilst the sm aller w as used as  the  C ounc il C ham ber. T here w ere no room s fo r the  
R ecorder to use as a re tir ing room  nor any privy accom m odation. T he sole privy was in a 
prison cell on the ground floor at the  Low er S treet level. O ne cannot be sure o f the 
interio r roof construction, but from  the ex terior elevation a lofty beam ed hall can be 
im agined. 

O ur description o f the in te rior layout of the  build ing com es from  a report on the 
condition of the G uildhall w ritten by D r W aller Lew is in  1853.20 By this tim e the space under 
the Guildhall was occupied as a rack rented dwelling. O n the lowest level, accessed from  
Lower S treet, w as the W atch H ouse com pris ing tw o cells form ed from  a s ing le  room  by 
m eans of a stout w ooden partition. 

The W atch House m ust have fronted the m ediaeval prison. Dr W aller Lew is  and M r 
P erry, Inspector of P risons, w ho inspected the  accom m odation in  O ctober 1853, both 
recom m ended that the W atch  H ouse be condem ned as unfit for hum an habitation. M r 
Perry's report stated:21 'T he  room  is  in  d irec t connection  w ith a  com m on sew er and there  
is a lack  of ventila tion. T hese g ive rise  to  a risk  of life  of a person inside . T here  w as no 
prisoner a t the  tim e o f v is it and  the  door had to be le ft open for som e m inutes before  I 
and the constab le  cou ld enter. I 
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inspected th e  room  for 5 m inutes and could hardly endure atm osphere, the constable 
could not stand even this and left th e  room  retching.' W hen discussing th e  m atter w ith the 
C lerk  to the M agistrates afterw ards the l a t t e r  told him  that the Council C ham ber w as 
scarcely endurable due to stench from  the sew er. 

M r Perry's report w as read by the Hom e Secretary, Lord Palm erston, w ho w as so 
shocked by w hat he read that he forw arded the report to the G eneral Board of Health set 
up under the Public H ealth Act of 1848, suggesting that further action was taken.22 This 
resulted in the v is it  of Dr W aller Lew is on behalf of that Board. Perry's com m ent that cholera 
w as raging in the tow n m ay have in som e m easure contributed to the urgency of his vis it, 



for he w as in D artm outh on 15 Decem ber 1853. 
O stensibly, Dr W aller Lew is w as under instructions to view  only the W atch H ouse,23 but 

he seized on the opportunity to report not only on that part of the building but a lso the 
G uildhall and indeed the w hole tow n. H is report w as to have far reaching conclusions 
w hich affected the m unicipal developm ent of Dartm outh over the rem ainder of the 1 9 th  
century, but those effects are beyond the scope of this paper. 

In h is report, D r W aller Lew is expanded on Perry's description of the W atch H ouse 
com m enting that the front cell w as ventila ted by a barred w indow  w hich w as unglazed and 
that prisoners had to use the rear cell w hich w as unventila ted and conta ined an untrapped 
privy connected to a com m on 18in. square rubble brick  sew er that w as insuffic iently 
flushed. H e suffered as had Perry before him  even though the cell had been opened tw o 
hours before his v isit. N ot only w as the atm osphere foul, but the w alls w ere dam p too. 
W aller Lew is condem ned the p lace utterly.24 

O n going upsta irs to the G uildhall he com m ented that 'There is no proper drainage, filth 
is throw n in t o  the streets and flow s along open channels on the surface. O ne of the w orst 
passes along past the w indow  of G uildhall, and is fu ll of thick  b lack fluid'. He suggested 
flushing w ith w ater and quick  lim e. C om m enting on the M agistrates R oom  and the C ouncil 
C ham ber on the H igher S treet level, W aller Lew is said that, 'on hot days in the session the 
sm ell and atm osphere is intolerable. The sm all cham ber is pervaded by sam e sm ell. There 
is no retiring room  for the Recorder, or other convenience. The w all of the G uildhall is  
sta ined green from  absorption from  the sew er'. F inally, concluded W aller Lew is, 'The 
present G uildhall is  in  an unsuitable condition to be used and I recom m end the Tow n 
C ouncil to build  another one elsew here.'25 

The Tow n C ouncil w hich had replaced the o ld 'C lose' C orporation follow ing the M unicipal 
R eform  Act of 1835 had been responsible in July 1836 for letting out the room s under the 
C ouncil cham ber, but generally speak ing this w as all they d id to the G uildhall. They w ere,  

however, aware that all was not well w i th t h e bu i l d i n g ,  for in  September 1847 they reserved, f or 
themselves, a  spot of land  opposi te  t h e present Guil dhall i n  the N ew  Road.27 N othing  was done about 
erecting  a  buil ding due to the deteriorating  state of the f inances of the L iberal Council . In  the local 
elections of 1853  the T ories took control and found themselves faced  w i th  the report of M r Perry. T he 
report w as received  on 21  N ovember 1853. T hat same day the B orough Surveyor, M r L avers, reported  
that A dam's house ( t h e northern  hal f  of H aw ley's house) w as in  a  dangerous state  due to the 
precarious  positi on  of i ts  chimney. T he Council decided to demoli sh th e of f ending chimney and  refer 
the Perry report to the B ui lding  Commit tee. 

T w o months later on  22 January 185428 the Counci l reached the decision to bui ld  a  new  Guil dhal l , 
gaol and watch house elsew here in  the tow n, but to do this they w ould need a loan. T o this end  the 
T ow n Clerk  was requested  to wri te  to the Exchequer L oan Commissioners. T he same day they had  
received the Report of D r W all er L ew is from  the General B oard  of H eal th. N othing  further was 
minuted  in  1854 except the f act that the slates w ere fall ing  dow n f rom  A dam's house. 

B y this time the new  turnpike road  f rom  K ingsbridge had  been completed  across Slapton  L ea and 
traf f i c  could reach  D artmouth  from  there.29 I t could not enter the tow n due to the extreme narrow ness 
of H igher Street and  L ow er Street. H igher Street was only 12.5  f t w ide and L ow er Street only 10  f t at 
ground level . A s  there w as no of f i cial bui lding  l ine some houses jutted  out into the 'cartw ay', w hich  
w as it sel f div ided  lengthways by the open sew age drain. In  this respect H aw ley's house of fended 
most, it s  southern  corner requi ring a  retraction  of 5 f t to make the 'cartway' into a  carriagew ay at this 
point. T he Counci l agreed  to remove the end  of both  the Guil dhall and A dam's house in M arch '185531 
T he plan  to erect a  new  Gui ldhall w as abandoned, but the W atch H ouse was transferred to the modern 
gaol i n  St Saviours Square.32 

Even so the pressure to remove f rom  th e Guil dhall in  H igher Street continued to b u i l d  w i t h  the 
approach  of t h e D artmouth  &  T orbay Rai lway. B y 1861 the li ne had reached a temporary terminus at 
B rixham  Road station  ( l at er  renamed Churston) and  shortl y af terw ards it became clear that it would 
reach  i ts  intended terminus at D artmouth, but af ter the passengers reached D artmouth  the problem  
w as the lack  of a  good road  running north— south  through the town.33 

In  September 1861 the Counci l agreed  to adverti se  a  competi tion f or a  plan of town improvement 
f eaturing  a  w ide carriage road  connecting South T ow n w i th  the Floating B ridge at Sandquay.34 In  
M arch  1862 the f i rst pri ze w as aw arded to W ill iam  B ell C.E. w ho at that time w as superintending  the 
erection  of the Gas w orks at H ol lacombe, near Torquay. Throughout 1864 houses were purchased 
and demoli tion begun.35 

Tow ards the end  of the year 1 864  the Guil dhall f el l to  t h e house breaker's hammer an d  w as n o  more. 
N o  plaque marks i ts passing or it s posit io n. Just pri or to  demol i ti on  tak ing place the B orough  
Surveyor, R ichard  Tucker, w rote  to  the T rustees of the Subscriptio n  Rooms requesti ng them  to  al low  
the Counci l to  use the l ow er ro oms as a  Gui ldhal l  7 / 12/1864).36 Tw o days later the T rustees repl ied  
refusing the Counci l use of the prem ises on  the gro und  that such  use w as n ot w ri tten 
i n t o  the T rust deed  o n  w hi ch  the l ease w as held.37 B eari ng i n  m ind  that the Cou nci l w as Tory and  the 
T rustees L iberal the real reason  seems to  have been  polit ical (see Guil dhall N o. 5).  



: GUILDHALL No. 3 

Foll ow ing the demolit ion  of Guil dhall N o. 2  the Council w ere now  faced  w i th  mak ing  a  temporary 
arrangement for a  Gui ld hal l . W ith  the Su bscri ptio n  Ro oms barred  to  them  they fell back  on  the old  
A ssembly Rooms i n  D uke Street at the eastern  end  of the B utterw al k  (Fig. 4), al th ough  not a  part of 
i t. The si te  now  forms N o. 2  D uke Street an d  is occupied  by the N ati onal W estm inster B ank . The 
buil di ng  w as i n  an  advanced  stage of decrepit ude, hav ing  been  erected  in  164 8-5038 on  embanked  
gro und  w hi ch  w as insuf f i ci entl y consoli dated  an d  subject to  ti dal seepage. This w as noted  as earl y 
as 1 675  i n  the case of the B utterw al k . A s a  resul t, it had  been  sink ing  si nce the l at e 1 7 t h  century , 
according  to  a  v i ew  expressed  by Capt. R idgw ay, a  member of the Council , to  the lessee, M rs 
Sw aff in.39 

A s i n  the case of Guil dhall N o. 2  the Quarter Sessio ns w ere incorporated  i n t o  the space rented  by 
the Corp orati on. B oth  the rooms, for w hi ch  the Counci l paid  an  an nual rent of £20, w ere l ocated  on  
the rear upper f lo ors of the three-storey bui ldi ng overl ook ing  the Old  Pool .40 

A s a postscript to  the story  of Gui ld hal l N o. 2  menti on  must be made of the sale  of materi al s w hi ch  
took  place on  11  N ovember 18 71."  The M ayor's chai r w as sold  for £3.50— t h e highest price  for any 
l ot— to  the M ayor, Capt. R idgw ay of Shepleigh. H e al so  purchased  t h e carved  w all panell ing  and  the 
oldest know n representati on  of the B orough  arms in  a  15th  century plaster panel f rom  the 
overmantel of the f i replace. These i tems he i nstall ed  i nto  the Tu dor H o use (until recentl y  the 
D artmo uth  Job  Centre) i n  H igher Street, w hi ch  he w as restori ng, together w it h  more panels f rom  the 
old  houses w hich  stoo d  on  the sit e  of the B oard  Sch ool ex tension. The f ront w all of the house w as 
reb ui lt by Capt. R idgw ay i n  18 71  and  modern  ( 1 9 t h  century) w indow s f it ted  to  the u pper storeys. 
The old  plaster fro nt w as removed  and  not replaced, so  
al tering the external appearance of the buil ding f rom  i ts former sel f . 42 
In  1885 Col . Ridgw ay w as adjudged bankrupt and the Tudor H ouse and it s contents w ere sold. 
The coat of arms w as bought by Robert Cranford  for £1.10s.0d. and presented to the Counci l to 
hang in  the then Guil dhal l (N o. 4).43 

From the two rooms the Council , sometimes si tting as the L ocal Board of H eal th, establi shed in  
1859, superintended the construction  of an  extensive, i f somew hat at times interrupted water supply 
system  and the beginning of a  sew erage system. In f act the sew erage system  w as not completed 
unti l 1895 and the w ater system  not until 1918 .4 4  Only two events of note af fecting the Gui ldhal l 
occurred in the period betw een 1865 and 1878. In  the f i rst of these, on the night of 13  February 
1871, the Council were temporaril y imprisoned in the buil ding by M rs Sw aff in's porter, through an 
oversight it was said at the time. From  this predicament they w ere rescued, at some ri sk to himsel f , 
by Capt. Ridgw ay. This w as due to the porter not checking that the members had lef t the buil ding—
al l being dark from  street level . U nable to summon help the Counci l escaped via a store w indow 
w hich had to be broken by the M ayor.45 

The second event occurred  as a resul t of the parlous state  of the A ssembly Rooms, w hich w ere 
in a state of advanced deterioration w ith portions of the structure fal l ing away. B y 1874 the Counci l 
deemed it a w ise move to search  for other premises. A t the M ayor's dinner on  9  N ovember 1874 
the incoming M ayor, D r John M . Puddicombe, proposed that they carry out a further part of M r 
B el l 's plan for a Gui ldhall and of f ices. B el l had proposed to erect these on the land reclaimed from  
the 'Old Pool ' east of Foss Street,46 but al though inf i ll ing had begun in 1868 the w ork w as not yet 
complete. The M ayor announced a publ ic  meeting w as to be held  and a subscription  li st opened. 
A t the meeting D r Puddicombe proposed a bui lding costing about £2,000 of w hich  he thought the 
tow n w ould subscribe £1,000. This compared favourably w i th  the B ible  Christi an  Chapel buil t for 
£600 in 1867.47 Some ten sites were proposed, the principal ones being the New Ground, the M arket 
H ouse si te  and the surplus lands in L ow er Street (where the Fairfax Buil dings now  stand) . If the 
M arket site were chosen the bui lding w ould  be some £500 cheaper, said  Edw ard A ppleton, a  local 
archi tect. I t could then be bui l t for £2,000 w ithout dil uti ng the specif ication. By the end of the 
meeting some £414 had been subscribed. Things w ere looking promising, but, as ever in D artmouth, 
procrastination set in and l it tle more had been achieved by October 1875 w hen the Tow n Counci l 
minuted that only a  smal l l oan w ould  be requi red  in  addi ti on  to the sum  of £767 now  avai lable. A  
publ i c  meeting w as arranged for 3 December I874-48 
  

 

At th is  m eeting the proposal to  borrow £1,000 on the security of th e  ra tes was tabled. At 
the m ention of the rates a clash of interests becam e clear. Som e ratepayers would co-
operate w i t h  th e  Council, but others led by a new com er to  Dartm outh, Francis Charles 
S im pson, wou ld  oppose. Simpson was an u l tra -r ig h t wing Tory, a wealthy engineer and a 
large em ployer in  the town.49 Under th e  slogan of'No m ore borrowing on the ra tes' he 
gave notice of h is in tention to  canvass support against the proposition. At the Mayor's 
d in n e r  in December 1875 ne reaffirmed h is im placable opposition and at ano ther m eeting 
in  January 1876 he stated that he would call for a Governm ent enquiry in to  the m atter.50 

A t a  m eeting  on  5  January 1876  a  p lan  w as tab led  o f a  b u i ld in g  designed at the 
Council's request by a  loca l K ingsw ear arch itect, Edward Appleton, who was to be 
responsible for several notable bu ild ings in  the  a rea . A pp le ton  costed  h is bu ild ing  a t 



£2 ,000  and  proposed using the existing foundations of the Market House to keep the cost 
down. The chairm an s ta te d  that th e  subscrip tion list now totalled £800 and would have 
reached £1,500 but for the m achinations of F. C. Simpson. The Council could raise £1,000 
by a loan even when S im pson's ob jections w ere taken in to  accoun t. However, the 
Council were prepared to look at alternatives and were discussing what m ight be done w ith  
the Trustees of the British School. 

In  early June 1876 they were considering severa l possib le  sites, but a lways com ing 
back to  the m arket site  and at the end of June they fe lt confident enough to ask 
Appieton for working draw ings and to present them  for approval a t a  pub lic m eeting on  
31 August.31 The Council proposed to  borrow  £1,000 on the security o f the ra tes a t 
3 .5%  and to  use £500 put aside from  renewal fines since 1864, to this would be added the 
£1,000. o f public subscriptions a n d  £500 to  be saved in Guildhall rent over 20 years. 
This would cover the cost of £3,000 now estim ated by Appleton. The large room would be 
a va ila b le  for functions and bring in  £40 p.a. rent. 

On hearing this statem ent one of th e  objectors, a stonem ason nam ed George Grant, 
objecting to th e  loan on th e  ra tes called out in  his stentorian voice— he was a small man 
—  '"The Assembly Rooms are good enough— only a few cracks in the walls" [Cries of Ohi 
Oh!].j2 Uproar ensued, but eventually th e  Mayor brought th e  m eeting to  order and it was 
agreed, despite accusations of i lle g a lity  by Sim pson, to approve the p lan. A t a  la ter 
m eeting the Tow n C lerk, Percy Hockin, to ld  S im pson tha t the y ha d  a  s ta tu to ry du ty to  
bu ild  a  G u ildha ll.33 Even  so  the  Council deferred action on Appleton 's design and so 
the m atter rested for m ost of the following year during which tim e they were preoccupied 
w ith borrow ing m oney for street im provem ents. 

Meanwhile at a public enquiry in the Assembly Rooms the Mayor, Sir  

H . P . Scale, in order to im press the Inspector w ith the state of the build ing, advised 
persons present not to stam p on the floor for fear the building m ight collapse. The m eeting 
then reconvened in the Subscription Rooms.54 

In the sum m er of 1877 the T rustees of the British School ran i n t o  difficu lties w ith the 
sanitary state of the build ing, but rather than forfeit the lease they scraped together the 
m oney for the repairs and again thw arted the Council.55 By January 1878, w ith only one 
year to go before M rs Sw affin's lease fell in, the C ouncil w ere desperate for prem ises and 
a last d i t c h  attem pt w as m ade to reach an agreem ent w ith the Trustees, but so deep did 
the political legacy run that no agreem ent could be reached betw een Tory councillors and 
Liberal T rustees. 'The Tories shall not have it,' w as the cry.56 

GUILDHALL No. 4 

The Corporation having been given notice to quit in 1878, substitute prem ises had to be 
found. The replacem ent building for the Assem bly Room s, to be called Parade House, 
w as not suitable for their purpose. Not w ishing to erect a new building they sought to lease 
or rent prem ises. As their m eans w ere lim ited the choice of properties w as lim ited. 

W hether by chance or in tent prem ises becam e available in the N ew  R oad (now  the 
V ictoria Road). H ere the B ible Christians had in 1867" built a sm all chapel on the north-
w estern angle of the access road leading to 'Behind the Lake S treet1 from  the New  R oad, 
just a little  east of the present G uildhall. 

F igure 5 show s the position and overall d im ensions of the B ible C hristian C hapel 
(G uildhall N o. 4). It w as erected in 1867 at a cost of nearly £600, a fact know n to the 
C ouncil w hen they began negotiations in February 1878. The site just east of the B ritish 
School had been a 'green field ' site w hen the C hapel w as erected but w as now  w ithin the 
built-up area. The B ible C hristians w anted a m ore central location in the town, or at least 
that is w hat they claim ed. There w ere other pressing reasons as we shall see.58 

N egotiations proceeded apace and by M ay only m inor details such as fixtures and fittings 
needed to be settled. O n 5 June 1878 the C ouncil agreed to a purchase price of £700 plus 
fittings at £15 and legal fees of £14;59 the clock  w as included in the price. To fit out the 
chapel as a G uildhall cost another £258 and a subscription lis t w as opened on com pletion 
of the deal and by 12 July the sum  subscribed w as £114.60 The new  G uildhall opened for 
business on 3 July 1878 w hen the first Council m eeting and the first Q uarter Sessions 
w ere held. 
As the total costs to the rates w as only £240 the ratepayers of  D artm outh appeared to 
ob ta in a  good bargain, but had they?



 

 

 
 
ie. 5. Planof the JVew Road site of Guildhall No. 4 and Guildhall ,\o. j showing the British School and Subscription Roam building 
as built and the Bible Christian Chapel. The boys' playyard is to the west and that of the girls to the east. 

From about 1860 the east yard was used by the locally recruited 6th Devon Artillery Volunteers. Here they braflistd gun drill with n 
?.̂ -pf>«nder cannon on a specis.!!;- kail'. £'.ztfcrrr.. 

The frontage wall was originally built without buttresses, but after collapsing in 1863 it was rebuilt with them as a precaution 
againii a further failure. 
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In  1885 cracks began to appear in  the  east and w est w alls w hilst v is ib le bulg ing cou ld be 
seen. T he B orough S urveyor, E . H . B ack, adv ised  quick  rem edia l ac tion before the 
bu ild ing co llapsed.61 H e recom m ended dem olishing the east w all and underpinning the 
foundation be fore rebuild ing it w ith buttresses. T he w est w all w as sim ilarly buttressed 
and th rough tie  rods insta lled  a t ra fter level to res ist the expans ion caus ing the bulg ing 
and crack ing. R epairs  w ere es tim ated  a t £153. F . C . S im pson, m ayor from  1882 to 
1891, rem arked on hearing  th is  report; 'C an w e charge  it on the rates?' It m ust have 
been a b itte r b low  to such a  dedicated anti-ratepayer!62 A  loan was obtained from  th e  Local 
G overnm ent B oard and t h e  w ork undertaken. 

F or m ost of the  period  o f S im pson's  m ayoralty the  keyw ords w ere 'R etrenchm ent and 
N o Em bankm ent'. T hus D artm outh was condem ned to dec lin ing m un icipa l serv ices w h ils t 
the rates  c lim bed ever higher and the Em bankm ent w as constructed in spite of all that 
S im pson and h is A nti-E m bankm ent party could and d id do. T his sm all unsuitable build ing 
heard  and saw  all!  

It w as not until N ovem ber 1891 that progress res tarted  w ith the election of W i l l ia m  
Sm ith as M ayor, but at th is  juncture the question of a G uildhall was no longer a priority item . 
W ith the c losure of the B ritish S chool in  1889, an opportunity a rose to acquire  the lease 
through fo rfe itu re in  N ovem ber 1892, but no action w as recom m ended on  the term s 
offered by the T rustees for a purchase of th e  lease.63 T he T rustees finally surrendered the 
lease by m utual agreem ent in  1893. T he G uildhall stayed w here it w as for the tim e being.64 
The ex-B ible Chapel was sold in 1902 to th e  Prim itive M ethodists who continued to  use it for 
re lig ious purposes until 1932 w hen they m erged into the m odern M ethodist C hurch. A fte r 
that the build ing w as utilized for a num ber of d ifferent purposes until it w as dem olished in 
recent  tim es. T he site is now  occup ied by T ozers  the  P rin te rs. 

 

G u i l d h a l l  N o  5  

The  C ouncil s till hankered  after obta in ing possess ion  of the British School bu ild ing ad jacen t 
to  the ir p resen t hom e (F ig . 6). B y the end  of the 1880s, due  to  a  lack  o f funds , the bu ild ing 
w as in  a  sad s ta te  of repair. The T rus tees w ere anxious  to  rid  them selves  of the  burden of 
the ir du ties and the ir lease. A  far c ry from  the ir a ttitude o f a  decade earlie r. To unders tand  
how  th is s ituation  had com e about w e have to  go  back  to  the 1830s, w here in  lay the  orig ins 
of the S ubscrip tion R oom s a lias  the  B ritish S choo l. 

The  h is tory o f th e  S ubscrip tion R oom s is  in tim ate ly tied  to  the  availab ility o f schoo l 
accom m odation in  D artm outh. In  th e  period  from  1832  w hen the  Latin  S chool c losed un til 
the m id -1870s it was very fragm ented. B es ides  the Latin  S choo l, the  non-conform ist B ell's  
school set up in  1820  in  Tow nsta l by C ol. (la ter S ir) John  Scale  had  c losed and  only the 
s im ila r N a tional S chool he set up  in  S t P etrox in  1823 rem a ined  open .65 C hild ren  in  Townsta l 
and S t S aviours  cou ld use  th is  schoo l on  S undays , bu t o the rw ise  had to  use  two  room s, one 
in  the M arke t H ouse and  one in  the M ayora lty H ouse (now  S peedw ell H ouse) in  Lower 
Street.66 
In 1840 the Liberal Government agreed to give grants on a 50% basis 
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FIG . 6. The same site after the extension o f 1909. The small extension on the eastern end can be seen. The toilet block of 
1878 is shown in the old boy? yard. The Town Clerk's off ice is situated in this area at the present t ime. 

A motor agents' premises occupied the area to the east of (he Guildhall for a number of -years, extending over the site of 
the demolished Bible Christian Chapel. It is now occupied by Tozers the Printers. 
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K G uildhall No. 5 
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O         Old Guildhall [now Primitive M ethodist C hapel] 
 

P Victoria Road [was New Road] 

f or  the  erecti on  of  pr im ary  schools  and  the  race  to  establi sh  school s on  a  rel i gi ous  basi s began. In  
D artm outh  the  V i car of T ow nstal &  St Saviours w as f i rst in  t h e  H eld  and by 1842  he had not only set up  a  
f und-gatheri ng  organisati on, but had  l eased  a  spot of  l and ( 5 5 f t  x  35f t) i n  the N ew  Road f or a  N ational 
School .67 A ttempts to  locate the site on  the northern  side  of the  N ew  Road have not been  successf ul . 
The non-conform ists w ere not f a r  behind in  t h ei r  attempt to  establi sh  a  B rit i sh  School i n  D artmouth. 
T hey too  began  f und rai si ng, but i t  w as not u n t i l  September 1845" 8 that they f elt conf ident enough to  take 
a  75-year l ease on  a  l arge-si ze  pl ot of l and  in  the  N ew  Road  (16 5  f t x  ^  f t ) .  T he V icar, Rev. John  T racey, 
responded  by  ask ing  the  L i beral T ow n  Council i f  he  coul d  have t i tl e  to  the  A ssem bl y  Rooms f or a  
N ational School .59 The T ow n Council repli ed  in  the negati ve stating  that chil dren attendi ng  a  school there  
w ould  pose an  annoyance to  resi dents i n  the  i mm edi ate  v i ci ni ty . 
T he reason  f or  the  l at e spri nt by  the  non-conf orm i sts w as a  donation  of £ 400  f rom  D artmouth's recentl y  
el ected  L i beral M .P., George M of f att, tow ards the cost of the buil ding ( t h en  estimated  at £ 1,000). T he 
buil ding w as to  i ncorporate a  Su bscripti on  Room  w hich  w ould  prov ide the L iberal s w ith  a  place f or 
pol iti cal meetings, something denied  to  them  by  the T ories w hose su pporters controll ed  all other venues 
in  the tow n  including the A ssembly  Rooms. T his decision  meant that the b ui l ding w ould  be of tw o  storeys 
and  to  some ex tent be sel f-f inancing. In  practice  the ef fect w as an  overshoot in  the b ui l ding cost w hich 
rose to £1,300.70 
T he original l ease of 18 4 5  w as transferred  in  February  1 848  to  a  grou p  of T rustees led  by  George 
M of f att.71 I t stated  that the primary  function  of the T rustees inter ali a w as to  use the bui lding for 
educational purposes. In  the event that the school rooms on  the low er f loor ceased  to  be used  as such, then  
the lease of the w hole buil ding w ould  be f orf ei ted.72 B ui l ding w ork  commenced  in  earl y  184 8  and  the 
B ri ti sh  School opened  the foll ow ing year—  1849— but w ith  a mortgage. In  1855  the mortgagee threatened  
to  foreclose, b ut T he D artmouth  L adies rall ied  roun d  and  organised  events to  rai se money  an d  clear the 
debt. H ow ever, the number of pupil s w as less than  expected  despite both  boys and  gi r l s being enroll ed. In  
a  school w i th  a  capacit y  of 2 2 8  the  normal number of pupil s w as barel y  a  thi rd  of that n umber. 
Consequentl y  f unds ran  short and  in  D ecember 185 5  the T rustees had  insuf f i cient monies to  pay either 
the gas bill or the Poor Rate and  so the school w as closed  until t he accrued  debts could  be cleared.73'74 
T he T rustees struggled  on  through  t h e 1 8 6os an d  into  the 1 8 705. In  187 3  w hen  the site of the new  B oard  
School w as being considered  they hoped  that the D artmouth  School B oard  w ould  purchase the prem ises. 
W hen  that d i d  not happen  the T rustees saw  i t as thei r duty  to  f i ght against the encroachment of the State 
i nto  education  in  w hich  they  saw  the han d  of T ory  and  A ngl i cans ali ke  at w ork . 

O nce th e  bu ild ing w as  up the next p rob lem  was to  keep it up . S ettlem ent p rob lem s had been a  
prob lem  w ith  a ll bu ild ings  b u i l t  on  the  o ld  M ill Poo l area. C ontra ry to  what has  been  w ritten  by 
ea rlie r h is to rians  the  M ill P oo l w as  not filled  in  the  yea rs  a fte r 1815. N oth ing w as done w ith  the  
dried  up  s ilted-up  a rea until the  N ew  R oad was  bu ilt across it by the K ingsb ridge  and D artm outh  
Tu rnp ike Trus t unde r the  superv is ion  o f the ir eng ineer, Jam es M eadow s R ende l. The  road , an  
eas t-w es t causew ay, w as  la id  dow n d irec tly  on  the bed o f the  P oo l in  1824-5. To  a llow  fo r 
dra inage the space to  the  north  o f the  presen t Market H ouse (bu ilt 1828— 9) was le ft open to the 
river via  the o ld M ill gu lle t and  used  as a  boa t dock  in to  w h ich sm a ll boats  m igh t bring  produce 
for sa le  in  the  m arket. The F o rd  s tream  w h ich  flow ed  a long the va lley w as  constra ined in to  a  4  ft 
by 2  ft s tone  box cu lvert and  fed  i n to  the boat dock. F oss S treet was fitted  w ith a drawbridge to 
allow  tra ffic  to cross the dock e n try . '5  Boreholes drilled in 1874 showed t h a t  bedrock was over 20 
ft76 be low  the  surface w h ils t s im ilar boreholes in  recent years  have show n tha t bedrock  be low  the 
G uildhall is  som e 40  ft dow n.77 The  boa t dock and  the en try, now  F lave l S treet, w ere  rilled  in  abou t 
1828— 9 w hen the  M arket H ouse  w as built. 
These facts  w ere  no t recogn ised  by t h e  arch itec t o f th e  S ubscrip tion R oom s, John  B ack, and  
so, in  l a t e  1863, the fron t or north  face  o f the  bu ild ing began to  co llapse . W hen it w as r e b u i l t  in  
th e  fo llow ing year it w as w ithout its  founda tion  s tone  record ing the nam e of the  Trus tees and o f 
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the  con tribu tion  of G eorge  M ofTatt, The  s tone , broken  in  tw o by its  fa ll, w as throw n across the 
road and buried  in  th e  founda tions o f the  houses opposite  a few years la ter.78 
W hen in  1883 the  B oard  S choo l in  H igher S tree t w as extended  the use fu l days  o f the B ritish  
S chool w ere  over, but the Trus tees kept on denying the School Board the use of the prem ises. In 
1889 they offered to  surrender the  lease  to  the  C ounc il for £70, bu t the offe r w as re fused . The  
C ounc il knew  tha t it w as fo rfe it in  any event and  the  S im pson supporters w ould  not g ive  m oney 
to  the ir po litica l opponents . 
In  1884  the  T rustees had  appoin ted one of the ir num ber, M ark  Fox, as  M anaging Trus tee  and  he 
carried through  a tho rough overhau l o f the S ubscrip tion R oom  itse lf. 
A  descrip tion o f the  w ork ca rried  ou t appeared in  th e  'D artm outh C hronic le '79 and afte r paying 
tribute  to  M ark  Fox. con tinued. 'The w a lls have dado board ing of red deal 3 ft 6 " h igh  w ith  
m oulded  capp ing  and skirting . A t 12 ft in terva ls  there is  a  m oulded  p ilaste r lo ft h igh under the 
ends o f the  princ ipa l ra fters. The galle ry a t the  w est end  has a  m oulded  fron t and a panelled 
rea r. It w ill accom m odate 5 row s of 24 seats . Inw ard  ven tila tion  is  by 10 or 12 S hortlands 
ornam enta l bends w ith  va lves  w hils t fou l a ir is  vented outw ards by 2 of H ainsw orths  ventila to rs  
fixed  on  the  roof. The w a lls are now  g reen  in  co lou r, w h ilst the p ilas ters  are rouge roya l m arb le  
at base w i t h  A berdeen g ranite  co lum ns, caps and b racke ts in  b lack m arb le  va rn ished overa ll. 
The 6  w all m ura ls pa inted  m any years  ago  by M r. W . W ay o f S pithead  have now  been  res tored  
in  o ils  by M r. R . L . M esney. The  dress ing  room  and  lava to ries  have been pa inted  and  co loured . 
. . .  It is  now  tim e  tha t t h e  room s undernea th rece ived atten tion . . . . To  ass is t in  decorating  the  
m a in room , hooks and cleats  have been  fitted to  the m ain  ra fters. . . . N o na ils  a re  to  be  used in  
fu ture . The des ign  of the w orks has been  by E . H . 'B ack, arch itec t and surveyor' [son of the  
orig ina l a rch itec t]. 
Th is face lift cou ld no t d isguise  the  fac t that the  fab ric  o f th e  bu ild ing  w as crum bling and the  end  
cam e in  1892 w hen the end w alls  w ere  in  im m inent danger o f co llapse and  the roof w as in  need  
of a ttention  w h ils t the  sub-s tructu re  o f the low er floo r le ft m uch  to  be  des ired .80 

  
 

A  report was prepared  and tab led in  M arch  1894"' and  essen tia l w ork   ag reed, but not 
carried  o u t .  M eanw hile  the  eas te rn  and w estern  room s on  the low er floo r w ere  le t out fo r 
further education, as  w e shou ld te rm  ? it, and youth activities.82 By m id-1895 repairs were 
urgent and the work pu t out to  tender inc lud ing  roo f, w estern  end  w all and sub floor structure   
as  w ell as  genera l decor. The  sub-s tandard  to ile ts and d ress ing  room s w ere a lso im proved  
and  extended. T he work  w as d ifficu lt  and   the con trac to r fa iled to  m eet the deadline, but by 
A pril 1896  the  w ork  was done. R obert C ranford then  took a 7 -year lease of the  bu ild ing 
w hich m ean t tha t any use  as a G u ildha ll w as  postponed  until 1903-83 
In  1902  the  opportun ity arose to  se ll the C hape l (G uildhall N o. 4 ) to  the Prim itive M ethodis ts , 
w ho had outgrown the Iron  C hurch they had built in  C row ders H ill in  1878, and m ove in to  
the lower room s of G u ildha ll N o. 5 . It soon becam e apparent that the  new  offices w ere too  
c ram ped and so a com petition was advertised  for a  Tow n H all com plex des ign to  be bu ilt on , 
and to  incorporate, the p resen t m arket. P lans o f th is  grand iose bu ild ing  have surv ived, bu t 
no t the e leva tions . The cos t w ould  have been £7 ,000  (at 1903  prices). Th is w as m ore than 
the C ouncil w ere prepared  to  spend  and afte r d iscuss ions  w ith  the  w inn ing a rch itec t, R . 
M on tague Luke , the p ro ject was abandoned.84 
To overcome the accommodation problem the Council had to be content with a small extension of the 
existing building which was completed in 1909. This involved a two-storey extension eastwards for 10 
ft and widening the building on to a strip of land originally intended for a rear entrance when the 
building was erected. 
Although most of the functions of local government have been transferred to the South Hams District 
Council since 1974, Guildhall No. 5 remains the home of Dartmouth Town Council up to the present 
time. Currently a further change is proposed which will extend the useful life of the building into the 
next century. 
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