


THE FREEFRENCH 23rd M. T.B. FLOTILLA AT
KINGSWEAR IN WORLD WAR TWO.

The First FreeFrench Arrive, 1940.

There was a Free French naval presencein the aeafrom the time of the fall
of France Two tugs, L'lsere and L'Aube sailed here dter Dunkirk and operated in the
river throughout the War. In 1941, Mistral, a French destroyer, manned at the time by
a R.N. crew, turning in the river in bad weaher, began drifting on to the rocks off
Bayards Cove. The Grea Western Railway ferry, the S.S. Mew (Capt. Bill Harris)
which was procealing acossthe river to mee the 9.30 am. train from Newton Abba,
seang Mistral'?, plight, responded. Both the Mew and the Isere managed to tow the
Mistral to safety. Also in 1941 an acddent aboard a French Submarine Chaser
resulted in five deahs, the sail ors beingburied in Dartmouth. -

- The huk of the Minesweeper Caparal Peugeot can till be seen in the South
Creek at Noss She finished her working life & a barrage balloon tender, of which
there were severd in the river. Apart from French built vessls, the reformed French
Navy was equipped with British built vess®ls from destroyers down to small coastal
craft and mainly based around the eat and south coasts. The river Dart was the home of
several units of Coastal Forces operating in the Channel.

The Formation d the23rd M.T.B. Flotill a

The origins of the 23rd. M.T.B. Flotilla were in 1941 when the F.N.F.L.
(Forces Navales Franchises Libres) manned four Motor Launches, Nos. 123 (S.
Ronan), 245 (S. Guendle), 246 (5f. Yves) and 247 (S. Alain). This Unit formed the
2nd Division of the 20th M. L. Flotill a, which was based at Portland; the First Division
being Briti sh manned and which subsequently lost all it s boats during the
attack on . Nazare on the 28th March 1942. The flctill a were mainly engaged in
coadtal escort duties, defensive patrols and air-searescue.

In April/May 1942, the 20th M.L. Hotilla was reformed as an entirely
French manned urit of 8 baets. In addition to thase previously named, the new boets
were 182 (Sein), 205 (Molene), 269 (Beniguet) and 303(Ouessant). In August 1942,
al vesels were decommissoned and returned to the Royal Navy. The aews provided
the nucleus of manpower for the newly formed 23d Hotilla which were then
equipped with new Motor Torpedo Boats. After initial seatridsat H.M.S. Hornet, all
crews underwent intensive training at the H.M.S. Bee in Weymouth, where the



handiing d the boats, equipment and wegpors was pradised. After four weeks of
"working up', the boats and crews were then deemed fit to undertake operationd
duties.

Generd deGaulle Ingpeds

On the 18h o January, the Hotill awas inspeded by Genera de Gaulle, who
was acaompanied by the head of Free French Naval Forces, Admiral Auboyneau.
Due to the Generd's height the reguiste size of ailskins were difficult to find bu
eventudly extra large ones were ohtained and the distinguished vistors embarked for
an inspedion at sea After dinner at the Gloucester Hotel in Weymouith the Generd
and his gaff returned to London.

Arrivd inKingswvea.

The alvance party of the 23rd. Flotilla arived in Kingswea in January
1943.Their H.Q. was Brookhill, an impasing howe overlooking the Dart which looks
very much the same today as it did fifty yeas ago. The firg night was gent at the
Redouli, which at the time howsed R.N. and RM. persond. The Officas were
subsequently hbill eted at Longford, the aews being howsed at Brookhill, Kingswea
Court and severd other private bill ets. The Royal Dart Hotel wasthe H.Q. of thelocd
Roya Navy shore base beaing the rather grand title of H.M.S. Cicala. It was from
here that overall operational command d the 23rd and dher coastal force unitsin the
areawas exercised. The name, bu nat itslocation a usage must have been known
to the Germans as it was referred to in a radio broadcast by the propagandist
Willi am Joyce, more commonly known to the people of Britain as"Lord Haw Haw".
When commenting on @dmeage inflicted on



General de Gaulle inspedsthe 23rd at Weymouth, 1943

General de Gaulle inspedsthe officers of the 23rd in Kingswea.



Admiral d'Argenlieu, FreeFrench Navy, and Liason Officer U. E.
Waldmeyer, R.N.V .R.

M.T.B.227 on ptrol.



Dartmouth by German bombers he proudly informed his listeners that H.M.S.
Cicala had also been sunki

British Liaison Officers.

Initially, the Flotillawas commanded by Capitaine de Corvette Meurville and
later by Lieutenant lehle. Three British Liaison Officers srved with the Unit. They
were Flynn, Hatfield and Waldmeyer. Initialy there was a fourth L.O., but as this
chap's forte in languages was limited to Norwegian, he was posted away to duties more
befitting his qualifications. The threeBritish L.O.'s were fluent French spe&kers. Flynn
was an Irish journalist who had previoudy been employed as a crrespondent of an
English daily newspaper, based in Paris. Unfortunately, he was later badly wounded in
combat aboard M.T.B. 96 and was transferred out of the unit. Waldmeyer, thoughone
would not redise this from his name, was a Welshman. He was a large man in all
respeds and was known for the huge steps he took when walking. In spite of repeaed
bouts of seasicknesshe went to searegularly and was a very popular officer with his
French colleagues. Hatfield was born in Spain, which language he spoke fluently in
addition to French. He was a veteran of the battle of the Atlantic where he had served
in British M.T.B.'s. He was well known for his dapper appeaance, never to be seen
without immaaulate starched collars and well groomed hair. When he grew abead, its
daily progress was monitored closely by the French crews. He was well known for
enjoying himself and on festive occasions could easily be persuaded to sing from his
repertoire of old naval songs. It was largely due to these officers that the rappart that
the 23rd enjoyed with other "foreign" units was © good None were regular Naval
Officers, al being Lieutenantsin the R.N.V.R. In addition to the British L.O.'s, Royal
Navy Telegraphists also served aboard the boats. They wore R.N. uniform and were
under command o the L.O.'s for administrative and discipline purposes. During
operations they came under the command of French Officers. British ratings over the
age of 18 were digible for a daily rum ration if aboard a R.N. ship flying the White
Ensign. This did not apply to the 23rd and the ratings imbibed in the same fashion as
their French shipmates, half alitre of Vin Ordinaire eat day, usually taken with their
meds.

The Arriva of the Boats, Feb. 1943.

In February the first of the boats arrived from Weymouth. The vessels were

72 foot Vosper designed Motor Torpedo Boats, their overall fully loaded

displacement being 60 tons. They were powered by three 1200 b.h.p.Padkard
engines, plus two Ford 75 b.h.p.auxiliary engines. These gave a theoreticd
maximum speal o 40 knds and a range of 420 miles. The boats performances and
fuel consumption varied considerably, depending onthe sea ©ndtions encourtered
at the time. They caried 2,500 gllons of 100 atane petrol. Armament consisted
of 2 x 21" Torpedoes, 1 x 20nm Oerlikon, 1 xTwin 0.5' Vickers (later replacal by a
twin Oerlikon) and twin 0.303 machine gurs. Other wegiors were Lanchester
cabines, hand genades, depth charges and a smoke screen apparatus. The aew



was cagptain, midshipman, coxswain, signalman, torpedo man, 2 gunrers, 2 radar
operators, 2 radio operators and 3motor medanics.

The Unit comprised a depat ship, the French vessl Belfort, and eight
Motor Torpedo Boats which were:-

Number Corstructed by:- Demmmnissoned:
90 Harland and Wolff 21942 245.46
91 28.10.42 254.46
92 1.143
A BerthonBoat 241242
96 Morgan Giles 17.1.42
98 Vo 17.1042
227 HughMcClean 31.1042 20.6.46
239 Camper & Nichdsors 51242

M.T.B. 98 is dill afloat and having keen converted for pleasure purposes, nowv
beas the name Grayling. She is docked at Conyer Dock, Teynham, Kent. A brorze
plague on the vessl dates that the ship was adopted by Litherland U.D.C. during
"Warship week" on the 14/21st March 1942.The present owner is a Mr. Ron King.
Likewise M.T.B. 239was also converted from her wartime role to civilian use and
now renamed the Saie Marais, was phaographed at the Rochester/Medway Bridge
in January 1990.

The Depat ship Belfort was originally built as a sloop in the Naval
Dockyard of Lorient in 1919.She was later converted to a seglane tender and
subsequently asa Depat Ship inaU.K. shipyard.

The Flotilla moored at the jetty which is presently used by the Dart Harbour
& Navigation Authority. Torpedoes were stored in the green niseen hu which today is
the workshops of the Authority. 100 Octane fuel was gored in four tanks which were
sited below Hoodowvn House, the fuel being gravity fed to the

TheFirg Sorties- andthe First Success

From the time of their arrival in Kingswea, exercises were caried out
continuously between Start Point and Teignmouth, and on the 6th March the first
operational sortie took place At 1725hrs. four of the boats di pped their moorings and
headed to the wast of France d a steady 22 knots. Unfortunately at 2130 hours
M.T.B. 227 sustained a fire in the engine room and was forced to return to base. The
remainder pressd on, alternately changing their paosition and waiting in silence for a
target to appea. The night passed without incident and the Flotilla returned to



Kingswea the foll owing day.

The first successcame on the 10th March to M. T.B. s 94 and 96 After an all
night vigil and shortly before the sortie was about to be cdled dff, a German vessl of
approximately 2000 tons together with an escort was otted. M.T.B. 96 creaed a
diversion by attacing at high speed, firing all her gurs at the target. Both vessls
replied, the Germans firing starshells which illuminated the dtadker. Meanwhile
M.T.B. 94 approached the freighter from the oppasite diredion in darknessand fired
her torpedoes. Both hit the target and the bow of the German ship was ®en to rise out
of the water shortly before it slipped beneah the waves.

Rescue of aditched R.A.F. Rl ot.

Many patrols were uneventful but were nonetheless quite stressul for the
crews. Weaher conditions were varied, ranging from very rough to flat cdm, and
visibility from a bright moonlit night to thick fog. On the 16th April, off Ushant and
in pitch darkness a R.A.F. pil ot who had bailed out of his plane was
miraaulously located and rescued.

Both Sdes Suffer Caaudties.

On the 5th May a large enemy force was encourtered nea the Sept lies.
Torpedoes were fired which missed their targets and resulted in heary acarate
gurfire being dreded againgt the ataders. Much damage was sustained by the boets,
many sail ors being woundkd. One baat limped badk with 73 bllet hdes in the hull
and its bows a metre below the water line. In order to prevent it sinking it was
immediately beated onthe dipway when it arrived at Kingswvea,

On the 10th September, South d Guernsey, an enemy cornvoy was ated. A
furious bettle ensued in which an escorting German travler was hit by a torpedo but
unfortunately due to poa vishility and dfensve enemy adion it coud nd be
ascatained whether the vessl was adualy sunk.

On the 11th October nea the lie Vierge two M.T.B.s met two German E
boats heal on.After asharp skirmish, bah adversaries withdrew withou damege

On the 26th Deceanber two German E boats were damaged by British
cruisers and were reparted heading for Brest, The 23rd were ordered to intercept the
damaged baats but dthoughthey waited in ambush urtil the morning ndhing was
spatted. Being so nea the French coast in daylight left the Hotill a prone to attadk and
they were escorted acossthe channel by R.A.F. Spitfires. On this sortie, crews had
been at Actiondationsfor a cntinuows period d 26 hous.

Gaman Defences Strengthened.

The growing drengh o the British Coastd Forces, which were dtadking
convoys off the ocaupied mainland from the North Dutch coast to Brittany, brougtt
a not unexpeded resporse from the enemy. The number of escort ships were
increased and the firepower of adl German vessls upgaded to more accrate gurs



with larger cdibres. By the dose of 1943 it becane increasingy difficult for the
allies to mourt succesdul attadks. On the 31st January a @rvoy was atadked, bu
such was the volume of heavy fire brough to bea on the Flatill a that it was not
possble to close the range for a torpedo attadk and it was fortunete that the boets
excgpad urscahed.

Loading torpedoes, Kingswea, 1943.



On the bridge of M.T.B. 96.

M .T.B. 96 on patrol.

To counter incressed German resistance, the Flotilla went to Plymouth to



pradise revised techniques of combat based on the lesons that all Coastal Forces
had leaned from their recent engagements. This training was to prove invaluable
inthe @mingmonths.

On the 20th March 1944 three boats from the Flotilla in a joint operation
with three'D' type British M.T.B.s were dtadked by alarge force of enemy vessls.
This battle was unique inasmuch as this was the first time that they had been fired
on by enemy shore batteries. All allied vessels were once aain fortunate to escgpe
without incurring damage.

TheBattle off St. Peter Port, 8th May 1944

The disappantment of so many unsuccessul encounters was erased on the
night of the 8th May when fortune once ayain favoured the 23rd. M. T.B.s 91, 92,
227, and 239were patrolling in pairs off the mast of Jersey. It was not a good night
for an attadk. There was a full moon, the visibility being excdlent and a still easterly
breeze brought showers of spray onto the deds and hridges of the boats. Nea
midnight, a convoy was gotted. This comprised a cago vessl of about 3000tons
and a smaller one of about 1500tons. It was heading in a northerly diredion and it
was assumed that its destination was Cherbourg. There were no less than eight
escorts for these two ships, which was quite aformidable defence. Nevertheless the
dedsion was made to attad the larger vessl, the biggest problem being the good
visibility and the neal to close to 800 yards which was an effedive range for
torpedoes. It was dedded to crossthe stern of the mnvoy and then attad from the
starboard side. This manoeuvre was caried out a a distance to avoid detedion.
Suddenly the whole situation changed when the convoy altered dredion with the
obvious intention of entering St. Peter Port. It was redised that the only hope of
successwas to attadk immediately. Two baats creaed a diversion by opening up their
engnes, which soon trailed white turbulent wakes behind them, and closed on the
convoy at high speed. Thiswas on spatted by the enemy who rained shot and shell
on them. The other two bcats meanwhile aept in from a dark bad<ground and were
able to fire their torpedoes. An immense olumn of smoke and flame eupted from
the target and when it had cleared the ship had disappeaed.

All boats were now under attadk and once aain shore batteries, this time
sited on Guernsey, had themin their sights. M.T.B. 227 had its vickersturret put
out of adion, the gunrer inside fortunately escaping injury. Two shells also hit the
engine room which started a fire. Under the protedion of a smokescreen the engine
was restarted and 227 was able to limp away from the fray. The remaining M.T.B.s
mounted a second attadk but were driven off. By this time the second cargo vessl
had entered the port and was sfe. Three of the escorts however were stopped at the
entrance picking y survivors from the sunken vessl and it was dedded to attack
again. Due to the strong possbility that these vessls would soon disappea into the
harbour, torpedoes were fired at a greder distance than usual, The range was about
2000metres and to everyone's reli ef an escort vessl was eento explode. The M. T.B.s



then closed at 30 knots shoating up the last escort before it could enter the safety of
the port.

This was not the exd o the matter. During the battle it had been observed
that a large balloon, tethered by a sted céable to the seabed, was sted nea the
harbour entrance It must have been inflated with a combustible gas, as a burst of
madine gun fire quickly reduced it to a flaming mass What was not redised was
that the ball oon was manned. As it fell to the water a body was also seen falli ng, and
later cries were head from the water.

TheFou M.T.B.sawarded the Ordredel'Armee

As aresult of thisadion all four boats had the Ordre de L'Armeeconferred
on them by General de Gaulle. Thisis a French decoration for bravery awarded to a
ship. Thereis no equivalent award in the British Navy.

A similar sortie in the same aeatook placeon the 13th May. On this
occasion the Germans were waiting for them. The Flotilla had damaged a small
patrol vessl with gurfire just outside the port, when a superior force of enemy
vessls attadked. Only by weaving and dodjing at maximum speed were the boats
able to make their escape.

A Batleoff laCorbiere, 19h May 1944

A week later on the evening of 19%th May four boats were despatched to a
spot 6 miles west of la Corbiere. Information receved indicated that three German
M.T.B.s had left Brest on passage to Cherbourg and were likely to passthis got.
The instructions were that the 23rd was to lie in ambush for them. They were dso
instructed to ignore dl other vessels urtil 0300hrs: after which any



Map: Operationd areacf the 23rd FHotill a

targets would be of their own choasing. The four boats lit into two pairs
and waited. At abou 0130 hs. the radar operators reported echoes from
four ships about 4000 metres to the south, two small and two large, all
apparently dationary. At 0215 hs. two German E boats passd oy 200
metres away from the silent flotilla and failed to spot them. Finally 0300
hrs arrived and as the targets had failed to appea M.T.B.s 90 and 96felt
free to investigate the radar echoes. This they did a dow speed, and
eventually came acosstwo trawlers and two small er craft. When the range had
closed to 700metres, 96was gpatted by the enemy and fired on. She aossd
aheal of 90, making smoke & e did so to mask her intentions. 90 emerged
from the smoke firing her torpedoes. One was seen to hit atrawler between the
mast and lridge. The seandtrawler opened firewithou finding its target and
was itself brought under fire from the guns of 90 which effedively silenced
it. Both baets left the scene leaving behind a burning wredk. Many rescue
lights from the aews lifgjackets were observed in the water. After this
engagement it was the turn of M.T.B. 90 to be avarded the Ordre de
T'Armeeby Generd de Gaulle.

The"Suicide Run."



In company with other Flotillas, the 23rd engaged the enemy in the
Channel and off the mast of France ontinually. Many adions took place aound the
Channel Idands where the natural elements were a daunting as the enemy, with
treaderous rocks and dluicing tides to contend with. At the time Lt. Cdr. Tom
Cartwright, senior officer of a British M.G.B. Flotill a based at Dartmouth, observed:
"to play anywhere round the Minquiers at night would have been thougtt the height
of folly in peacéime, unlessyou were anative." And yet, the Minquiers was where
they often did play. Such was their successthat the Germans referred to this area &
the "suicide run."

The Allied Invason d France D-Day, 6h June1944.

In June 1944the Flotill a wvered the western areaof theinvasion fled at the
Normandy landings, and enforced the blockade of Brest. They were the first Allied
ships to enter Brest. However, they were till based in Kingswea, and continued
their operations as before.

Phili ppe de Gaulle.

In one encounter, predse date unkrnown but it is thought to be 10th June, 96
was attacked and 100 shell and bullet holes punctured her hull. It was in this
engagement that the British L.O. Flynn was sriously injured. Lealing Seaman
Marce was also badly wounded and the Skipper Lt. Bourcey dlightly wounded. The
2nd i/c of this boat was Phili ppe de Gaulle, son of General de Gaulle. He was also
wounded in an engagement, but whether this was in 96 a in another boat is not
known. Philippe retired fairly recently as the Inspedeur-General of the French
Milit ary Forces.

Attak nea theMinquers, 23d June 1944

A further adion took place on the 23rd June between Jersey and the
Minquiers when a group o enemy vessls were spatted. They were mnsidered too
small to warrant the use of torpedoes and it was dedded to mount an attadk with
gurs. At a range of lessthan 600 metres a small coaster of approximately 150 tons
was Eleded asthe target. Thisvessl adually commenced firing first with a



Aspirant Phili ppe de Gaull e, son of General de Gaule, lendsa
hand to push off one of the vessels of the 23rd Flotill a.

The 23rd on parade & Brookhill .



Machine gun turret, M.T.B. 96.

madine gun which was oon silenced by the M.T.B.s. Intense counter fire from the
escorts and from land based guns sme of which had a cdibre of 40mm soon drove
the dtadkers off. Before leaving it was observed that the bridge of the coaster was well
aight and was siffering a double misforture & me of the enemy fire was being
mistakenly direded at it. The 23rd took a number of hits but fortunately without
casualties. One telegraphist was particularly lucky, when a 20mm shell shaved his
head and buried itself in hisradio set.

Not al succesdul sorties involved the discharge of wegpons. On the 4th July
at 0400hrs. and after an ureventful night 94 prepared to return to Kingswea. Before
doing so however it was dedded to stake their claim to the aea An agile youngofficer
clambered on to the N.E.Minquiers Buoy and planted the flag of the Crossof Lorraine.
This was then repeaed on the N.W.Buoy. There was a strong swell at the time but he
managed to complete the task, finally regaining the safety of his boat liberaly covered
in red leal. Bad in Dartmouth this foray was greded with much hilarity and theredter
dl Coadtd Forcesvesslsreguarly reported bad on how the flags were faring.

A Narrow Escape, 19h My 1944,



The 23rd were extremely lucky on the 19th July in avoiding what could have
been adisaster. Six boats were returning from a patrol in the St. Malo area travelli ng at
dow spedal to provide protedion to 239which had lost one of its screws. Suddenly
large @mlumns of water spouted around them. Six German M-Class minesweeers
emerged from a fog bank firing all wegpons from 105mmto 20mm. A gred ded of
manoeuvering and dversionary tadics were required to extricate the Flotilla, and in
particular M.T.B. 239 The engagement lasted for 45 minutes before they managed to
escgpe from this rather unpleasant situation. A number of sailors were wounded.
These were transferred to 90 which left the group and steamed bad to Kingswea at
maximum speed.

Much damage was sustained by the Flotila axd, during their stay in
Kingswea, all vessls were repaired at some time in locd boatyards. Major repairs
were caried out on 96 and 227at Teignmouth, 90 at Portsmouth, 91 at Podle, 239 at
Falmouth, 92 at Portland, and 94and 98at Fowey.

Bad hamein France August 1944.

In Auguwst the Flotilla were based temporarily at L'Aber-Wrach in
Brittany. The aews of the 23rd, many of whom had nd set foat in their homeland for
amogt four yeas, recaved a rapturous welcome from the Bretons and from their
own famili es, as a goody number of the 23rd came from thisarea

Farewell to Kingswea, 25h September 1944.

Wherever the French sail ors were quartered duing their stay onthe @ast, good
relations were establi shed with the locd communities, many such friendships enduring
to the present day. Certainly a number of marriages took dace The 23rd Hatilla
returned to Kingswea for the lagt time on the 25th September 1944. Two days later
they left for Newhaven. Leaving the Dart, the boets were dressed overall with the
Cross of Lorraine banner waving from their masts. It was a momentous farewell
with al boets firing rockets and flares as a gesture of thanks for their hosts of the past
twenty mornths.

Although the boats had left, with the exception o a few guards left
behind, al crews returned to Kingswea 48 hous later. This was to attend a farewell
evening in the vill age hall. The hall was decorated with flags, the girls danced with the
crews weaing the pomponred cgps of their partners and a goodtime was had by al.
The evening concluded with the singing o the Marseill aise and God Save the King.

The Last Engagement in the Channgl, May 1945.

Later the Hotilla were based a Benodat and Rocheford, from where they
caried ou the last naval engagement of the war in the Channd. On the night of the
2nd May 1945 they shat up a German trawler, and two rights later fired their
torpedoes a four other trawlers. In these engagements, after the Hotilla had left
Kingswea, anumber of German Navy and Army prisoners were taken.



Achievementsand Derations.

The 23rd Fotilla caried ou 451 mtrols which included 128 "war
operations'. They sank five German ships totdling 7000tons and damaged many more.
The successof their operations resulted in the avard of the foll owing
decorations to the cews: 1 D.S.0., 5 D.S.C.s, 2 D.SM.s, 6 M.I.D.s, one Croix
d'Officier de la Legion dHonneur, 3 Medailles Militaires and 85 Croix de Guerre.
Throughout the war the combined Coastal Forces fought 464 actions, resulting in the
sinking of 269 enemy ves<ls and suffering the lossof 76 of their own.

Post-War Ango-French Links

All ranks of the 23rd Flotill a, both French and British, have an Assciation
which maintains the strong bonds of friendship that were formed under the most
difficult conditions o long ago. In 1982the Assciation paid a visit to Kingswea and
Dartmouth, where areception was held in the Guildhal. It is hoped that a further
reunion will be aranged in 1993 to commemorate the date of their arrival in
Kingswea half a century before.

In 1991, to cdebrate 50 yeas of the Free French presence in the River Dart

and, in particular the 23rd Flotill a, the Parish Council invited a French warship to pay
avisit between the 18th/21st June. Originally thiswasto be the La Combattante, a fast
patrol vessl with a displacanent of 180 tons and carying a aew of 13. Her
predecesor was a regular visitor to the Dart during the war. She was a Hurnt Class
destroyer, a much larger vessl, originaly H.M.S. Haldon before being transferred to
the Free French Navy and renamed La Combattante. After a distinguished war record,
she was mined df the East Dudgeon Buoy on the 23rd February 1945 when 66 crew
members died. Unfortunetely, the La Combattante experienced a mechanicd failure and
areplacement vessl, the Ceres, was snt.
On the morning of the 18th June, the French Minehurter Ceres entered the River Dart.
She is a modern vessl, 160 fed in length and carrying a aew of 5 dfficers and 50
sailors. The vessl tied up to a buoy oppaite the public pier. At 11.15 am. the
Captain and representatives of the aew were welcomed ashore by a party of locd
dignitaries. The Chairman of the Parish Council, Major Dick Parkes, made an official
speedr of welcome in fluent French. After the Captain of the Ceres had made a
suitable reply, the asembled throng repaired to the Royal Dart Yadt Club for an
informal reception. At the Club, a small exhibition of mementoes of the 23rd Flotill a
had been mounted which aroused much interest from the visitors. A programme for
the aew had been arranged which included visits to places of locd interest, a
reception at the Royal Naval College, a visit to the locd schod and ather events
which we trust were satisfadory to our guests. The Ceres was open to the public for
the duration of the visit and many people from Kingswea enjoyed the hospitality of
the officers and crew.

This was not the end o the village's association with the French navy or
indeed the vessel La Combattante. Both this sip and the French naval tug the Lutteur,
arrived for a short stay in Kingswea on the 26th August 1992 Both vessls were
under the command o Colonel Henri Petit, the Commandant of the Maritime



Gendarmerie. The aews of these vesls joined in the spirit of the Dartmouth Royal
Regatta by entering teans for a number of events. There was also an official ceremony
held at Brookhill, the previous H.Q. of the 23rd Flotilla. On behalf of the French
Ministry of Defence, Ensign Tarreau presented a Crossof Lorraine flag to the people
of Kingswea. In return a painting of the vill age by locd artist John Gill 0 was presented
to the La Combattante. The flag was framed and on the 8th of November, after being
blessed in the village durch, was hung in the Trust Rooms aongside many more

mementoes of the 23rd Flotilla, who had been our welcome guests almost half a
century ago.



Badge of the 23rd Flatill a.

Dedk of one of M.T.B.sof 23rd Hotill aloaded with torpedoes at Kingswea.



Cocktails on the terrace & Longford: left, Mr. W. Row, Mayor of
Dartmouth; centre, Admiral d'Argenlieu, Free French Navy; right,
Admiral A.C. Strutt C.B.E., R.N., Officer Commanding Dartmouth.

M.T.B. 227loaded with torpedoes off the Devon coast.



AND NEVER KNOW WHO WILL COME HOME.

W.R.N.S. Third Officer Moyra Charlton wrote this tribute to the 23rd FreeFlotill a.

Thisisthe gold
Enchanted hou. The evening, when
Syringas flower. The castle dark
Againgt the seals woven from
A fantasy. The hill scloseround s
Cod and green The quiet river
Flows between, More quiet than breahing,
Wise asteas, A haven loved
Of mariners. In this grange hou
Of moonand sun The boats are passng
One by ore.

One by one
They go to sea Crewsfallen
Ceremonialy With the brisk, prim grace
Of ancther age -Of a seatradition's
Heritage. But beyondthe boan
With ajubilant roar They open ou
For the Bretagne shore. And we who watch
From casements wide Seethem legping
To med the tide, Follow the swirl
Of gleaning foam -And rever know
Whowill come home. Hea the engines
Fading swoon-And smell Syringa
Bene&h the moon.

With morning's glendou
Wewill hea Thethrob d engines
Faint but clea And seethe threals
Of foam advanceTheM .T.B.s
Come bad from France Andwe will seach



The mist to tracelf eadisin
Her wonted place Knowing the boys
Red-eyed and worn, Have bracel their courage
With the dawn To kring them in
With throttles loud And pendants greaming,
Game and proud.

In ather gold
Enchanted hous, At evening when
Syringaflowers In the unremembering
Yeasto be One by one
Andsilently Thelittl e ghosts
Will gotosea

Sourcesand Acknowledgments.

This acoourt is far from complete, but hopefully it will fill a gap
in the Parish records and may one day form the basis for further reseach.
Every effort has been made to ensure authenticity but, with fading
memories and sources of information which were sometimes contradictory,
it has been necessary to use some discretion.

My grateful thanks are extended to the following:- Sir David
Clayton, who initially aroused my interest in this sibjed; Mr. Geoffrey
Hudson, the historian of the Coastal Forces Asciation, for information
provided; Mr. Bob Fletcher Lieut. RN. V.R. (Rtd.) who coincidentally is
writing a similar history and who readily agreed to pod our information;
Monsieur Rene Lebalieur (M.M.), a former member of the 23rd Flotill a
for his invaluable help and for the supply of photographs, Mr. John
Hatfield, Lieut. R.N.V.R. (Rtd), aformer L.O. with the 23rd, for providing
much information and for correding my many mistakes, Mr, Richard
Webb for providing a number of documents, Mrs Ray Freeman for
palitely coercing me to complete the projed so that it could be produced in
printed form; and many others too numerous to mention. And finally, my
wife Marie, without whose command of the French language this brief
narrative auld not have been written.

Tory Higgins, Kingswea, 1992



