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Inrodudion
Robat Cranford andthe Datmouth Chroride
as the found edltob r of the Dartmouh Chroqﬂe whi

E%T ra?oré?/vas jong | FI%NW IS atrtst?y flne
I'Oﬂ ¥ iﬁ)rj‘!é in 1 LT

T%/epaperw |rst pu neNsoaper stamp

Abou 1860 the Chronicle .@sorbed its rival the "Datmouth Observer'
puldished by Vdentine étttens In 1871 Iela%an weekly pu catlonwhlch
cortlnuestot e present ranford corti to be adivein the management
of the pgper urtil hisdedhin 1

It isto Robert Cranford and his newspaper that we ae indebted for much o our
information onThamas Neaoomen.

1851 Thefirg atempt & amemornid.

Thefirs weknow of thisatem topsr uatethememory of Thomas Newcomen
in hs birthpaceis in the h Chronde for 1864 when a shat item
appeaed inthe April 1ssue of the Chronicle It read asfalows,

‘A propasa was made in 1851, townsman MrT Liddore, to eed a
nnr?rm%t in St Sallous Cer t%%e to wham rr)%sterlty?s D
larc aPpe Was p%scr sollctlanunds for the puP

Wi htheexceptlon d atew locd su I&;tlons romised, the only reply to
the gped was from His late High ince Albert, who realily endarsed
the grtl)gjcsd Not meding with |C|ent encourapeman, the desgn wes

A copy of the d entitled "A pro osdtoerectamonunenttoth memory of
NeN%mlnthea?h'eventor of the gtreel?n engine in Datmouth. Chur 1851"ryhas
survived and is In the Sodety” s achives It was flrst puldished In Butteriss
ggtemouh Annud Diredory.1851issie, and pobably Cranford's advatiang

D B e e e o R Lo
{19th) and is erled in St Sa/nl%/us Church! dy A

This woud be the Willi am Neyoomin after wham the Town Coural bdieved
thalwerena?t? therecettlybult stred, now Newoomen Road in honou he

inventor of the heric ne. Other Wi |II| Newcomin dedhs ar

recorded?h the Klngsbrldge BaptlegtuR |ster in 7 6and 1791. Note thet

Cranford, Butteris and Thames Lidstone dl' used the 3odli ng of ‘Newoomin for the

nameat thefamily.

18647. TheNewoomen Roed.

In the same yea, Viz 1864, the Datmouth Town_Courtil begm the sred

au%or known & ‘Bdl's Pan’ (f rdet ils £eother YShy t
har). This was a scheme to improve north- communcaion in cantr:

Datmouth andasthe new stred crossd the ste of Thomas Newcomen's house



dworksh hich demolished at this time, it al thet the of
Petem e S A e ottt feren:

At the meding of the Locd Board o Hedth (the Town Couml acﬂr;g asthe
%qln tﬁ‘étr1IC\{(-:\)/\//)C(g)rrr]w|relt %yg ﬁq c%)8ne13mem7 . Wargtlrglr? Lctf W|II| an NeNcornlrn'
name of the road was dtered to the a)nvent(l)ord sodling in the 1890s When
dred nameplates were introdwced into Dartmouth for thefird time

The ®rfugon in the minds of the ®urcl members was caused thro h the
anchnts of lI'hcrnars ll\leNcomln havul ng died o IertVDa‘[mOLth by

when the inventor's daughter-in-lawv and her left Dat mouh for

Pymouth andthe irormorga's siopin Lover Sregwes down.’

In the foregoing the spdli ng of Newcomen as ‘Newoomin' hes bean adoped in
order toincorpaaethespdll ngasusad by Robat Cranfard.

1868Nemomm% h 2 %
Datmou s,In the (%‘r%l n cﬁ Lﬁnthvgtere 58§ (hellneogthe

nevv st t in ca]tr me
constructlnq a use cortanl q items taken from the
ouaeocwp T omas Newcomen the inventor in hislifaime

To this end he dismantled the woodwork of the omamerta frortaoe of a
e p e
L e
phaograph t&en a th']e same place dou 18607 What eElenc e we have
demordraestha Lidgore

dd nd know whichwasNewcomen'shouss, bu
b) did know which howse had contained Newcomen's warkshop.

e L YR P e
Invertor the Seanegre'

Lidgtone says of the house " Thehowsein which Mr Ne/vwnlnhv whenhe

invented thedeanengne wes fuateinLover Sred.. . . . . ltwas ®idand

taken dawvn by order of the locd Board o Heath when Mr Thomas Lidstore

of that |éorlace puchased the enC|ent caved and mou ded woodwork of its
&c which Fe rebult in Ri Hill in Datmouth, caeully

Vagll onq in Sftmq—room 1he Clavd(Lint Devonen) of the Hreplace &

In ndes appended to the text Lidstone onfirmsthat the house was demolished
iIn November 1864 and Newcomin Cottage bullt |n 1868 he ad dae,
acording to Cranford, was between February andJurel ore d0
1l(;romments In anate that N comln Cottage G:) na woo aster work
her housss and %s so:saved_ during the lagt QLHTG’ century_in
Datmouh and Jts ne In a futhe” nae Liddore staes he
agework over the (hlmneyp|ec cortaning my wifesand my owninitid s)was
Sm]enfroman dd howsein Datmouh; na Nevcomin's . ™ Thisisthe pand inthe
ngroam




Apat from deaing upthe mysay of theinitidsin this pand .the foregoin
shp@fNT the scrupurtl)gLsFr)q:ﬁrd for ﬁzonc accracy pcssessi:pm Thcmasﬁ?((‘)noge
Regrattably hehed thewrorg house

However, induded in the pamphet was a block plan of Datmouh dravn b(]
ThamesLiddore and kesed ona stree¢ map of Dartmouth made by hisfather, “bst?e
Lidgtorein 1833and updated, oot 1860, for the Locd Board d Hedth. Examinatiol

plan shows mgor differences between the Lidgore plan and the town mgp. Lidsone
mede an error of gpprox. 40ft in the rdlevant areaof his plan. Corsequently, he places
Newcomen's house onthe ste of the workshop. 40t to the North goodthe 1 Ah century
houwse of Gilbert Staplehill . Correding Lidstoregs plan woud daceNewcomen's house,
as Lidgore bdieved it to be, onthe ste of the Staplehill howse. In this manner Lidstone
todk materid fromthewrong house andincorparated it into Newoomin Cottege

Thereis noindcaion thet Lidgore was avare thet Newcomen lived in the next house to
the narth of the workshopandwhich had ajettied frontage in Higher Stred tooggther witha
snmple vaticd 'split' frortegein Lower Sredt. If TharesLidstone took down a caved
frontage in Lower Stred narth of the Guildhall it must be that of the Sigplehill House.
The ex-Beavis house, cortaning the workshop d Thames Newcomen!, hed a date-hurg
frontage whilg the Cugom House Inn, nath d the Saplehill House, was nat
demolished urtil mid-1865.The Guildhdl (south o the workshop) was too wel-known
to_have bean mistaken for any other bullding. Therefore Lidstone was in error when he
sad that he todk down the frort of Newcomen's house Lower Stired and bt the parts
into Newoomin Cottage.

It follows thet the Cottage has no conredion with Thomas Newcomen and shoud
corredly be termed Sigplehill Cottage. In 1984it was advertised as baing the housein
which Newvcomen lived: i.e. the house was edant in 1729 o edlier. Ths dam was
retraded onrepresentations by the aithar to the houge aats

1873 TreMyday Attenpt

We do nd know much abou the dtempt by Thomes Lidstorein 1873to promote a
memorid to Thamas Newcomen. The Newcomen Society hasin its possssona mpy
of apamphet entitled "What is knoan d Nevoomen, I_mertddtrasteaner%né‘.éé\ﬁpa)a
real before the Archaeologicd Inditute of Gred Britain & Irdandat Exeter 1873 Enla
withauhaities& Notes." A does of thispeper was printed inthe Chronidefor August. 1873,
but it doesna eddtothesumof our knoMedoe



Fig.I NevoominGatteog RidceHill , -Datrmouth
anegaingfromaskeich by Thes LiddoreA.D.1868
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Cranford repated in the Augudt issie of the Chronicle that the pgoer was real to the
Roya Archaedlogicd Sodey. However, chedks by the authar have dscovered that nosuch
0dy exided in 1873, and there is no trace of a paper by Lidstore in the
rocealings of the Royal Archeadlogicd Indtitute for the yeas 1873and 1874.At
timeof writi ng nathing moreisknown about thispeper.

1887. Datmouth and Quean Victorids Golden
Jkee

Prior to Jublee yea communities agoss the courtry were @nddering how best to
commemorate the Golden Juhlee The Quean hersdf hed requested that memorids dioud
befashioned s asto povidethemaximumgoodfor thepuldic.

In Dartmouth, two competing propasals were put foward. O‘gja Hospoitd, and
the ather, a pubic pleasure gardens to be laid out on the established New Ground
where alarge open space exiged. From this ®mnd popaa came the firg red
memoria intended to preserve the name of Thames Newcomen. Unforturetdy, the
pleaure gardens which were built becane involved in a LPdm cd dispue that
removed thair reference to their original identity. It came éou in the manrer nowv

The fird inimation d a digoue over the fom of the memorial came with the
]gqnoudrc%%}{/l in tht?:r Chr(_)n((:zlre]ar Tlhat SIihe Towr]l (Zgrtérgl _?/(\]/Iere'g? oocrg%ge a opt(gq[l pré
onwar or, Frands esSmpon, for U a 0
funced by pubdi caélJtH:ri ption. Having an ebsolute ngorityrgn the Courtll rﬁf%gpcm
was caried and a @mmitteewas & up. Opporents of the scheme panted aut that whet
was wanted a the time was a fever hapitd Sncethere dreally exided in the, town the
cottage haogpita of Dr. JohnPuddoonbe

Now the B ntenkment dispute hed pdarised pditi cd atitudss in Dartmouth from 1879and
woud cortinteto doso urtil 1892. Thedispute aosefromthe propas by the Dartmouth
Harbou Commissorars to charge the @t of the 50ft wide embankment to the private
yadtsmr%ﬂeerOu, andtoa @d tax oncod brought into the harbour by sea ad Lsed
within the barough. However, Smpson dgpended onthe rich yadt owners, who were
hisfriends and adomasfarhisbuaness; - ) )

If harbour taxes drove them w/ it woud ke aballﬂ“lr‘gkfgjﬁrms)_ nandif thetownsgpeode
hed to. more far thar ood, then that woud be abed thing for them. Alsp, the @d
bumalr%{rwleweslmeearg reautinginlarge doudsof dugt pdiuingthehatouraea.

To addto this, the Comnissornaswere Liberd and Smpsonwas a right—wjng Tory of
the word sort. By playing on the oppation d the petty bougeoiseto paying raesand
thar corcan asto the patentid |ossof trade from yadit ownersandvistorsdike, S n
was able to whip up anti-Embankment; feding agang the Commissorers and their
dlies the Town Courril. In spite of his ef ortsthe Datmouth Harbou Commissoners
bult the Embankment dorng the river frort of the town, dthowh it benkrupted them for a
number of yeas Meawhile, Smpson kecane Mayor, from 1882 umil 1891. During
this period retrenchment was the guiding prindplein Datmouth.

Meawhile, oppaitionto Smpsoris ochlwesndlo in aing. A meding was
heldin the Lﬁi)%UM| on 2ndFeb f{% 3 Awhen thetwo E&asv?/%%edim?ssad.&eidgawas
to lay out the New Groundas a puldic Pleasure gardens and the other was the Catt:

td plan. A third ideawas amemarid to Tharmas Newocomen. Thiswas put forward
| a‘gneer JohrBovey, "an invantor of sorts'. As was usua with Smpson, Fe
‘padked"the meding, but even s, ona show of hands, the Cottage Hospital plan w.
caried_orly narrowly, by 38 votes agang 34.
uExipionliswoud keopenad.

BRSH
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mpson nav annourted that



Not dismayed by the result the wﬁgo”Lers of the pleaaure gardens £heme dedded to
presson andto cdl the gardens by the name of ‘Newcomin Park' in of the grea
Invertor. The darman o the meding that todk this dedsion was Jasper %aﬂeht, a
ggge and ships chender, later a Harbour Commisioner and chairman o the Chanrd

oding . He was mativated by apersord and pditi cd didike of Smpsonand
hisparty, as ppated im

The degsonwas falowed by an agreamant to s&t upa subscription list to provide funds for
the projed. During the murse of the meding it was sated by Mr.Batldt that the New
Ground,some 1.5 aaesin size and lying to the north and eat of the Butterwalk, hed
been corveyed in 1873 ly the Duchy of Cormwal, in perpetuity, to the peoge of

Th,ertelfore: it should be used for their benefit and not for Council revenues. A dubious
point !

In an editorial a few days after, Cranford pointed out that the two projects were rivals
and that the hospital would require annual funding and would serve only a section of the
population. The Newcomin Park scheme was more in keeping with the spirit of the
Jubilee ad would serve dl of the community. By this time subscriptions totalled £146-
13-0. The Hospital Committee had now stated that the cepital cost of their project would
he £1000and provide a10 bed hospital. The annual costs would amount to £200. To date
they had £361 In donations and annual subscriptions of £74-0-6.

By the middle of March increases in funds were dryin? up. Cranford stated that as the
roject was intended only to benefit Simpson and his friends it lacked support. Indeed
%yor Simpson , looking perhaps for a knighthood, was moved to desperate measures

and took the decision to cut back on the Cottage Hospital plans and to kill off the rival

Newcomin Park scheme. Although an engineer himself, making his fortune out of the

manufacture of the Kingdon patent compound steam engine, Simpson was too self-

centred to have any concern for the memory of Thomas Newcomen.

Having got wind of Simpson's intentions the opposition scheme supporters. st qu a sub-
committee to meet with the Town Council and find a oomRoromls_e solution, Y April
their own funds sood; at £300 ou of £500 required and so they exhibited a model of the
plan drawn up by Alfred Chase for the Newcomin Park so that people might see how the
areawould look when it was laid out.

The meeting was held on 6&h April when the Council rejected the scheme, Simpson
stating that no scheme involving public property could go ahead unlessthe Council had
control of it. Furthermore, he stated that M. umphre_)(, aloca chemist and a principal
sponsor of the Park scheme, had no 'locii standi' until the scheme was approved at a
public meeting by a majority of 2/1 as his heme had been, (by 44 018).

B¥ making uRarjeN rules, as he went dlong, as he dways did, Smpson said that no
that nd been corddered by the Courtil in dosed sesson coud ke
gpproved. Under Smpsoristenure of officeopen meedings were few andfar betweean and
;ﬁu shedminuesevenfene., ] ]
wo weeks later the Courtil issied thar termsfor aacﬁovd . They woud sanction orly 2
avenues of trees andwoud nd permit the urind which daminated the aeato ke moved.
The aeawas nd to be endlosed na anything dore to stop the New Ground teing used
for unloading of ships. Nothing must bebuilt that woud cost morethen £25 &, tormdrtan.

Thefollowirﬂday Smponcdled ameetinlgein the Guildhdll to inform the puldic of the
progress of the Hospitd scheme .which he said was now well advanced, They had
rented ahouse on Cusioms House Quay a 10- parweek and, ty reducingthebedsfrom 10 to
5and rentmg out part of the premises, runnng cosswoud bereduced to £150 pa
Of courss, said Smpson, these eonamieswoud nd have bean recessry if theNewvoomin




Pak scheamehed na drained df paentid corntributors. Cranford recorded thet opnion a
the meding wasdivided, but theschemewasgpproved onadyrind bess

Fg3Datmouth CmageHoqjtdé%adsClw_e Datmouth. Opened 24 Lre1887o
commamoratethe Lkl eedt Quean Vidaoria



Fig 4 Royd Avenue Gardens, Dartmouth, Opening Ceremony on
21 June 1887to commemorate the Jubileeof Queen Victoria.

Fig 5 The new Royal Avenue hardens, Dartmouth, the pullic pleasuregroundand the first Bandstand



On 28h April the Park Committeepubi shed aplan for the' Gardens drawvn L'J&)by aMr.
Clare to kecaried ou by M r.Morris, head gardener to Sir T.G.Freake. Apatfrom
avenuesof treesandrockeries, therewasto be arased bend gand, whilst ageslamp anda
dnnkng fourtain were to be doreted by Sir H.P.Sede, a lealing member of the
pditicd fadion Of ged to quor Simpson. Work on laying out the pleaure
gardens on 13h May 1887, ly which time the subscript! ionstotalled £33
out of the E500estimated cost. Bdlieving that the Newcomin Park scheme @mud be
redised in perpetuity only with the ayreament of the Town Courcil the promoters
dedded that the orly oouse of adion o to in the facedf the implacdle
oppaition d Smpsonandthe Town Coural, as $onn by thar prohibitive ondtions wes
to fend over theNevoomin Pack tothe Courdl .

In this way the pleasure gardens woud co-exist with the Cottage Hospital. What
they had na bargained for was the dedson d Smpsonto exerde hisright to sded a
name for the gardens. As atribute to Her MaLnesty he dhaxe the name - Royd Avenue
Gardens - by which name they have been knonvn ever ance On 21¢ June 1887the
founchtion store of the fourtain was laid in the Royd Avente Gardens. On @h
g;_tterrber %&glnﬁdlmon d a60cp Sugg s lamp the Newcomin Pak, ssweshoud
it, wes --

The Hospitd o itsdoqa - it had OHE/ ore - on 2k Jure - in ahouse on
Bayards Cove Quay. In 1894the present . Hospita was built on the South
Embankment. However, it was never named the Queen VictoriaMemorial Cottage
Hosoitd & any timethen a since

Thus ended the most promisi ngrattempt upto that timeto ered a parmanent memorid
in Datmouth to the memory of Thames Newvoomen. Nathing more was to heppen for the
nextquate of a ceiury.

19111913 TheNemoomen Inditute propased.

In the aitumn o 1911 there was commant on the nead for a tangible memoria to the
memory of Thomas Newcomen in the town where he was barn and which was the
cradle of the Indugtrid Revolution. In October 1911a meding was convened under
the charmenship o the ex-mayor, Charles Peek. Discusson with a suggestion
fromMr. E,W. HddsvothF.Z.S. whowasliving in Datmouth a thet time, thet a
datueshoud ke eedad.

Mr.Holdsworth stated that, in his opinion, as no ore knew Newcomen persordly, a
granite obdik with a ommemorative plague. showing a representation d an
a heric engine uponit together with an inscriptionwoud ke asuitable memorid.
The obdisk shoud ke placel onthe New Q%oppmteﬂe(}zSJe Hatd. Thiswoud ke
more acceptable than a plague on the New Ground @ a mangon @ courdl building
withwhich Newcomen hed noconredion.

Cd. C.R Bun,MPfar Torquey, moved thet afund leestabli shed to provide for the eedion
of adaue

Themotionwas £mndd by Mgor Kndlysof Dartmouth. A Mr.JWiltshire ommented
thet many Birmingham enginegswould like to be assciated with the projed and
posshly many Cornish enginegsdso asthe enginehed been widdy used inthat
courty. Mr Tangyeof Tangye Pumpscoud begppoadadtoo. Mr. F. JVoisey of
Datmouth, alocd bul der witharedicd linein pditi cs, suggested thet thememorid takethe
form of the Newcomen Memorid Baths to be eeded onland shatly to keoffered

for deby theRaegh Edate Trudees Thelandin question dd nd become avall ble urtil




after the end d the Gred War when Courtll housngbegento ke built & Towngtd. By then
Mr. Voisey had bemmethesuljed of aGovernment Repat into themaladminidration d
puldic hedth in Dartmouth. Anather radicd couraill or, Mr.Falli ot sscondsd thi s
propcsd. The Revd. A.K. Moye propasad aNewcomen Memorid Schdarshipin
Engineaging. Findly it was agreed that a Newcomen Memorial Committeebe set
upto consder the dternative schemesandto daw upapropad withaviewtoa

futhe medingatanealy dete

A meding was hed on 16h Jan. 1912to dscussthe form of the memorid and Mgor
L .F.Kndlyspropased that the memorial take the form of amuseum to

houese vduable Dartmouth dacuments ( then lying in the old gadl) and_a reading roam,
for therewas then no pullic library in Dartmouth. The two together to be known
as the Newcomen Inditute. They shodd, ethought, be dletorase£500asa dart - if nat
then they woud heveto sattle for an oldisk. M r.Vasey semnded the propas addng that
the Town Courcil ought to make available aste and passhbly provide agrant out of
Borough Funds. Other proposals were discused after which themeding thenresdlved to
issle 5000 copes of a previowdy drefted letter,dated 23d Jan. 1912, gopeding for
dordiors

The letter cortained areferenceto 1913as the bicetaay of Nevaomaitsdeath !l This
woudacourt for of the adivity inthisyea to ered amenorid.

An aticle gpeaed in the Dartmouth Chronicle in Januery 1912written by Jasper E.
Cooperwho described hmsdf as an enginee and Town Courdillor, living a
‘Bonheur' in Dartmouth. Dr Cooper is the same Dr. Coopr whose ndes are amorngs the
papers depadted by the Newcomen Society inthe Exeter Record Office After redtingthe
life and work of Thamas Newcomen, e suggested that a fitting memorid to the work
andJmemory of the grea enginee woud ke aNewcomen

4 Museum. At this time aletter waspuldished .-  ddingthet theremainsof a
Newcomenengnewere

5 lying between Oldham and Ashton. He alded "that some time ayo a number of
Y ankees expressed thar desire to remove the engineto America” It waswritten by aMr.
FLovet.

At thesametimeit wesrepatedthat H.R.H. The PRrinceof Waes, laer King Edward
VIII, had sent an ursdlicited doration d £5towardstheMemorid Fund and that Mayor
Charles Peek, had made asmilar doretion. George H.Callins, heal o the burkering
company that bare his name, doraied £20and dfered to increase it to £50" i f any
four other gerlemen will dothe same.” This was the same George Calli ns who red
doreted the Newcomen memarid link inthe Mayors chain realy 20yeasediie.
Nathing more was head d the goped until August 1912when the Chroride printed a
leter from Sr Wilian Baley F.R.G.S; M.I.M.E. ps peddat o the Libray
Aszddion d the U.K. Sr William padnted ou thet there was no memoarid to
Newcomen and thet for 100 yeas before Watt's doubbe ating *\ HP engine the



amospheric engine was a work for pumping and dher purposes. He himsdlf had seen
meny Nevcomenengnesat work.

The Memorid Committee was formed as dated ealier, in January 1912,and at a
meding held shortly after, it was dedded to ask the Town Courxil for aMuseum
steinthe Butterwak. The Town Courtil agreed, in principle, to dfer theleaedf No. 3
The Butterwak (the third howge from the eatern end) . The leae of this $op and the
premises over were then held by ;Thomas Hed,a fidmorger, andweasduefor renewd in

1917.

From August to Novarber 1912the matter pessd badkwards and forwards between the
Committee ad the Courd1 wi th various puldic med ingsthroaninto keep upthe levd of
interest and suppot. No final dedsion was taken by the Courcil —— the prokdem
bergthatihe nitteewanted to insat adause in the lease d owing the Commnitteeto
ubg pat of the pramisss for rent 0 asto buld upa fund from which to maintain the
building. The Town Courtil saw the matter in adifferent light, indeed ore ourxill or
dated that "the memorid committeemight turn itsdf into a private trading compeny and
competewithlocd tredesmen.”

In an editorial the Chronicle painted out thet, "if the Courdl ; do nd read adedson
sponthen the scheme will have to ke dandored and ahypatheticd monument to the
%rgr%(lt nventor be ereded. What has been agreed at one mesing has beanreversed &

Here matters rested in a state of impas®. The interest in a Newcomen memorial
waned as Dartmothians becane more interested in a Free Library, which aopeaed the
more ealy atananbdeandin 1913such alibrary waso in pemisssdorated by the
owner of Cromwell House in Lower Sred. The funds doreted for the Newcomen
Indtitute were invested as there wias no chance of aquick resolution with the Courdl over
maitersin dispue. During the Grea War, Thomas Heed died and the promised premises
werereleased, bu nat to the Newcomen Memorid Comiittee whichwasnow damart

1918nakter.

After the end d the Gred War the members of the Dartmouth Newcomen Association,
as the Memorid Committeehad become known, wererdlli ed by the efortsof ~ apre-
Wa who_ted teken over.as Seaday in1917, aMr.Banad I\g%gms Ealia he
had teen a p%pl of Dr HW.JDickinon, atha o the paper tled Thames
Newcomen, 16331729, pudished by the Datmouth Newcomen Assciation. What
happened then is best related in a report which appeaed in the Transadiors of the
Newcomen Soddy for 1963which dates -

"The 1914war had disturbed the working,of this Committeebut Mr.Magenisralli ed
the members andthe Haytor granite obdlisk in the Royal Avenue Gardenswas &t
up in 1921, At the unvalmg, r%meer-Captan Edoa T,9mith, RN.(retd) lad a
chaplet on kehdf of the newly-formed Newcomen Soddy.




Pic 6 The Thomas Newcomen Memoaria in Royal Avenue Gardens, Dartmouth
an obdisk of Haytor granitesst upin 192 1.

Fig 7 TheMemorid Plaguein Lower Stree Dartmouth.
"Thisisthe ste of the house where THOMAS NEWCOMEN lived when hebuilt hisfamousengines".



The Dartmouth Association and the Society held a joint summer meeting in
Dartmouth in 1929to celebrate the bi-centenary of the death of Thomas Newcomen.
Dr.Dickinson was present then, and that year published the brief biography on
Newcomen refered to above."

1921. The M emorial plaguein Lower Stred.

The balance of the funds remaining after the unveiling of the memorial stone in the Royal

Avenue Gardens was used to erect a memorial plague on the site of Newcomen's house in

Lower Streg, The site of the f ront  of Newcomen's house has been shown by the author in

an earlier Raper to have been in Higher Street, . Consequently the plague has been

[1)Iaced on the site of tne back door of that portion of the house occupied from 1768 to
786 ty the inventor's daughter-in-law, Hannah.

1953. The Memorial Plaque in Dartmouth Baptist Church.

Following the discovery in this year of a second letter written by Newcomen, which
letter made dea that" he had been the leader of the Dartmouth Baptists and had
opened his house & a place of meeting and worship, the Dartmouth association
resolved to place amemorial plague in theé Dartmouth Baptist Church which was then
sited in Meeting House Lane (later Baptist Lane) and now Chapel Lane, off the old
Higher Street at the southern end of the Newcomen Road. The 1953 Transactions
comment on this event continues as follows:-

"Mr.Bernard MaPenis then unveiled the Memorial before the dedication by the
Minister.The Tablet wasinscribed with the words :-

ORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF
EWCOMEN

STEAM ENGINE" AND FOR MANY
FTHE BAPTIST CHURCH IN

L
N
OF THE
STORO
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In aPressinterview, M r. Magenis, whois88, recdled the unsuccessful attempt to obtain
a Newcomen engine. He was outhid by Mr.Henry Ford, who secured the two _en?ln,es
that Mr.Magenis had located, and one of them went to the Edison Institute in
America, where it was erected and is inworkingorder."

1960-1964. The Newcomen Engine andthe Engine Houge

Thefind chapter of the story of Newcomen memorials in Dartmouth began in 1960
when the Courdl of the Sodety gopanted a ommittee undsr the damendip d Charles
E.Lee (Past Presdat) to consider wahat would ke the most appropriate manner in
which to cdebrate the Tercentenary of the birth o Thamas Newcomen. Amorngg the
items corsidered was the form of a permanent memorid in Dartmouth. It was ,eadeoi
subsequently that an ealy example of aNewocomen beam engineshoud keacouiredand
regrededin Datmouth.

No_doulb it wasa'chicken and eggjeitw:tion for aquitable engine isted at Hawkesoury
Junction, lorg disused, where it kean a purping engine on the Coventry Candl. It was
knoan thet thse&qne then onvned by the British Trangdat Comimisson, was avalede On
enqury,theB . T . C.. daedtheywoud epared to trandfer the angineto the Society as a

ift. In_order to find alocaion in Dartmouth suitable & a permanent home for

e engine the m-operation d the Dartmouth Corpadionwas $ught andseaured. The
Corpaaion st up a sub-comnitteeto find a ste or buil g{rs“g inwhichto howgethe exgine
Over the succeeiing morths the Society completed the transfer of ownership d the engine
fromtheB . T.C, tothe Newcomen Sodiety and launched an gpped for fundsto cover
the dismantli ng trangpart, restorationandre-eredion d the engne




Meawhilea Datmouth, the Cor 0‘6th|’1 had located a suitable building for converson
into an ne House The n%he been an dedricity substation bt by the
Borowh o uay when the)/ wae Squxla.lth(l‘llgl for the aea hended onthe
leaedf the uld tolhersx:cessars edridty Board. The buldingwas
stuated on the Redaimed Land, just to the nath d the Avenle Ga
corcaved as the Newcomin Park, which was first embanked in 1685as the New Ground.
No gte more gpromate coud'have been foundfor the bu Iding sinceit is locaed
within 100yards of the house where Thamas Newcomen was bornin 16634. At that
tlmethe you man woud have hed an uninterrupted view of the goat, dbat it waswater
inthcsetimes, oml‘nereavwndoxvsdhsfahe’showe
The Courtil of the Society appdnted Mr, Arthur Bme axd Mr. J.A.Crabtree to
wmw&trev\ukof damarting and revovd of the egne from its ste a Hawkesbury to
atmouth. They thar with an ingpedion vist to thestein ure 1962. It was
a‘ter thisvigt that Mr.Pyne accepted the task of carying out thework, which lesu
described in a paper presented to the Newcomen Soddy in Odober 1965. The
egreinitsdignantied date readed Datmouth in March 1964, having undergone some
needy resorationen route. Tempaailyitwas soredintheCoparaionDepd.

Tharkstoagenerousgft of £1750from Mr.Percy Rusdl of Dartmouthtothe Apped Fundthe
work of dismantling the engine began at once The sum dorated by Mr.Russl was
auffidient to cover dl the work being undertaken by Mr.Pyne up to the re- eredion on
prepared foundtiors & Datmouth. Mr.Russl, an enginee himsdf, and a pioreee
higorian o Dartmouth, hed lorg cherished the hope thet ore day a parmanent mamarid, such
asthat now envisaged by the Sodiety, woud ke established in Dartmouth. He hed keen a
sdwart suppater of the Dartmouth Newvcomen Assxdaion and a pubdicg for itsamsand
oljedives Now he @ud dosomething pradicd.

The flrst tan bIe g n d the memorid was the laying of the foundtion sore of the

EngineHouse of theSoady, Mr. Pacy athe anwA chaplet laying
ceremony on ﬁh July 1963 Tho?ou19635ndea1y d6drearedion d the exjnewas
caried ou unchr super\nson rQ(ne d JA Mr.E.E.
Havey (Boro Engneer) and hs s$df. Andly, on 24h July 1964the Engine House
was formdly dedared "open” by the President of the Newcomen Sodi r. WKV
Gde Amornost those present, indudng avicdignitaries wesM r. Parcy Russl. To pay tribute
to the ortribuion d Mr. RLSQ to this projed ore cand do ketter than to qude the
Transadiorsinrecrdingthe evert

"Mr.Rus=ll had for many yeas been an ardent propegand<t for the aleguate
recognition d the work and genius of Thamas Newcomen. He must have regarded this
day a8 a grdifying reward to labousin which he had taken a very adive part; his
timdy and generous persord cortribution to the Memorld Fun mdeed hed

possble an immediate dat onthe work as $onasthe axgine becare accesble We ae
ad that hewas ableto seethis memorable day, so sho’tly to befoll owed by hislamatadle
"

On this bitter-sived nate the gory of the Nevcomen memoridsin Datmouth wes nealy & an
and, bt in a find flouish came the intematiord reconition of Dartmouth as the true
birthdaceof the Indugna Revaugon.

In 1981 the American Society of Medanicd Engneasin pusiance  d its”Landrak
Pogam of remgnis ng sites of internationd importance |n the urfoldlngI history of
Engneaing awarded thisacmlade to Dartmouth asthe birthpaceof Thamas
whaoseinvention d the dmospheric team engmewasaturnlngpont in higory. Th|sbe|ng
theddfinition d aLandmark evertt, andthelocaionalandmak st



andthefdl oningrepat drawsheadily on his

On 24h October 1981 ,the presantation d abrorzemamarid plaguewasimede by Professr
J.J Emaneg Charmen o the ASME Natiord Higory and Heritage Committee
Dexribing Newcomen's engine & a drategic invertion for wedern dvili sation,
Prof Ermenec said the avard reagnised Newcomen's nerve and soeed in cevdopng the
engine andNewcomen'splace a& progenitor of the rational knowledge of hed engines
He painted o, dso, the rdaive padtionin higtory of Thamas Newoomen and James Watt
vis avis the geam ne and the the ssparale @ndnser. A pant made dso by JohnS
Alienin lisaddressonthebiogrgphicd detal sof thegred invertor.

Dr. Robert B. Gaither, ASVIE President, presented the memorid plague of behdf of his
Society which reats-

Internatiordl Higtoric Medanicd Engineaing Landmeark
TheNewoomen SeanAtmospharic Engine

The unprecadented innovation d the steam-amogphaic Engne(c.1712 by Thares
Newoomen and his assgant, John Cdley, dands a the beginning of the devdopmant of
pradicd thermd primemoversintheword.

It was indead ore of the Srategic innovations in world history and the single greaest
aad of synthessinthe ensuing h|stoB/ of the sean egre ,
Acceptmé] the plaque, Dr.Angus Buchanan, President of the Newcomen Society,
suggeste dthat this was an occasion of singular significance ad a secular sacrament. He
emphasised;- . .

Thhat thﬁj plague recognised Thomas Newcomen as an engineer who changed the face of
theworld,

The arent was decribed and reparted in %Shg Bulletin (No. 121) by the Editor, JohnH. Boyes

That the plague recognised as a technological legp forward Newcomen'sinvention.

That the international gathering there that day reflected the place of Thomas
Newcomen in the common inheritance.

However, it was not to be the end for in 1989the Council of the Society decided that
the responsibility for the custody and administration of the Engine & Engine House
should be handed over to the Dartmouth Town Council. A delegation of the Society's
officers visited Dartmouth for discussions with the Mayor and the Town Clerk to
finalise arangements. In 1991 the formal handover took place In late 1991 the Town
Council decided to carry out an extensive redecoration ¢+ of the Engine House and to
arrange better signposting about Dartmouth.

AutharsNote

| first met Percy Russell in 1958when | was r,esearchin(_i]the history of the Dartmouth
& Torbay Railway. At that time he was disillusioned by the reception that his hlstorK of
Dartmouth had recedved from his fellow Dartmothians, Their apathy towards their
history and heritage, particularly that of Thomas Newcomen, saddened him.

| asked him if he had any objection to mY researchimg and writing about Dartmouth, He
replied to the dfect that'| was welcome to the place As a result of his encouragement |
have persisted m,researchlngn and writing about 18th and 19th century Dartmouth, and
Newcomen in particular, for the last 30 years. | still have in my possesson some of his
notes on Dartmouth history, which he gave me on one of the last occasions that we met.

Decanber 1991
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DCr Datmouth Chroride

DRO DevonReard OfficeExeter. Datmouth CorparaionArchives
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T.N.S Transadionsof theNewoomen Soddly.

B.N.S. Buldin d theNevoomenSodely.

Gagd: Theprindipd sourcedf informationfor this paper has been thefil es of the
Datmouth Chroride

DORA. 1.

A complete st of volumes from 1873is held by the present owners of the paper
beginning in 1873.Anather complete st sarting in Sept 1869are hdd inthe Nenspgper
Library. ColincHe London.

DORH.2.

For the edier periodaunique @py,covering 1855to 1863ndudveishddinthe
Reference Sedionaof Torquay Centrd Library together withadmilar volumefor the period
from 1869 util 1872indusve Thesetwo volumeswere purchased and presented to
the Library onlong term loan by Mr.JE,Horsley, foundyr Curator of the Brixham
Mussum

DCrRef 3.
For the period from 1864 upto 1869inclusive a
unique copy isin the possesson of the Author.

No files have heen traced, nor are any thought to exist for the Dartmouth Observer or
the advertising shed that preceded it.

Chapter references.
1851 Thefirst attempt at amemorial.

DCr. Ref 1. After the merger of the two papers, Valentine Butteris became sub-
editor of the Dartmouth Chronicle.

1864-7. The Newcomen Road.

DCr.Ref.3 . Reference to Bell's plan is noted in I.H.Smart." The Dartmouth
Residences of Thomas Newcomen & his Family'T .N.S.Vol.LX. 1988- 89. pp 145-
160.

1868 NewoominCottaoe




For details of Lidstone's claimssee W.A.Young “Lidstone's Pamphlets on
Newcomen". T.N.S.\Vol XV. pp 67 - 71. For further comments se dso my paper
quoted above.

1873 The mystery attempt.

DCr.Ref.l. It is possble that Lidstone's paper was presented as a section paper and so not
printed,or based on his 1871 mmphlet,already published.

1887. Dartmouth and Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee

DCr. _Ref 1. Due to the Embankment dispute the puldicaion d Coural minutes was
redricted. The Minute bodk __ cortaining detalls of dedsors teken was log duing legd
proceelingsaisng fromthe Emberkmat dpue

19111913 TheNenvoomen Inditute

DCRe 1. Therewas alarge influx d medanicd and marine engineesinto Dartmouth
in the period from 1897to 1922This was due to the expansion d the warks of Smpson,
Sriddand, the etablishmant of a amdl nava yard ataded to the Britannia Royal
Naval College and the establishment of a Torpedo Fadory by Robert.E.Frouck. It
was this community that was behindthe pressirefor amamarid to TharesNewocomen.

SM.2035.Datmouth Leassbodk. 1858 owards LeaeNo.6 79, renewd of aleaseof 1838
in 1917 or 56yeastothe Exexcutorsof Misgs Sketon.

1918ndAfta.

HW.Didkinson." ThamesNeamoomen 16631729 Revised by Percy Russl,1951.Pub.
Dartmouth Nearcomen Aseddion,shoud kerealwithcae

T.N.S. VAXXXV. pp 217- 218. The references to the higtory of Sandquay
dockyard are incorred. Only the dockyard complex was built by the Sede family in
1792 .Woodn shipbuil ding begen later endeffedivy ceased in 18371t was retarted by Wm
Kdly in 1855.George Phili p began bulding in a part of theyard, in 1863 Philip & Son
bought the bankrupt works of Simpson Strickland at Nossin 1919ndran bahyadsurti
1963.

1921 TheMemarid HagueinLover Sreg. T.N. S. Vd XXXV .p218.

I.H.Smart." The Dartmouth Residences of Thamas Nevoomenand hisFemily”, T.N.. S.
Vd LX. 198839, pp 145160.

1953.The Memorid Plaguein Datmouth Baptist ChuchT
T.N.S. VAXXXV.p218.




1960-1964. The Newcomen Engine and the Engine Hous"
Reaacssinthe Transadiorsare: -

Va XXX p.148 Annel Repart of the Couril.

Oy p166. d0.1961-62.
Vol XXXV Rl 2.Tercentenary Celebration Report. Ibid. pp. 217-221. Summer M eeting

eport1963 Ibid. pp. 244. Annual report of the Council. 1962 -63
VoI XXXV I. 147 and Plate XXXV, Newcomen Memorial
g t%me Vol. XXXV .p. 13 and Plates | -1V ." From Hawkesbury to Dartmouth * . by
r

1981 The ASME Presentation Plaque. A Landmark Ste
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