THE STORY OF WARFLEET

Thisisthe story of Warflee Creek, and the land and houses immediately surrounding it, including Gallants Bower which overlooksit onthe south. It was once
part of aseparate manor and parish which developed asasmall community of its own, separate from the town o Dartmouth.

Early Days

Warfled, dong with Southtown, Gallants Bower and the Week valley were from Saxon times up to the end of the dghteenth century owned by the lord of Stoke
Fleming. The boundary of the town of Dartmouth which grew up in the lIth century stopped at Bayards Cove. In 1192 comes the first reference to "the
monagtery of St. Peter" which wasto grow into the chapel of St. Petrox, then nat apublic chapd.

Widflut, Walfleaeand Warfledt.

The earliest surviving mention of Warfleet wasin 1210 when it was written Welflut. Thisis a Saxon name, the second art 'flut' being later written 'flete’ and
meaning Ssmply a stream, referring to the one which comes down the Week valley to the aesk. Later the name was written Walflete or Walfleg and not urtil the late
nineteanth century was it written Warfled. There istherefore no truth in the story repeated by the tripper boatmen that its name ames from the fact that afled of 164
shipsboundfor the Crusade of 1147 anchored there.

S. Petrox and theFirg Cadle.

In 1332, two priests were given a 'licence to cdebrate in the chapel of St. Petrox.' In 1344 William Smale gave it land whose rent was to pay for a diaplain to
take servicesdaily, and pray for the souls of himself and several others. Gradually the thapel changed from being amonks' cdl to a pulic place of worship.

This processwas hastened when, in 1388, John Hawley began to huild the first cadtle a the mouth of the river dlose to the diape. The garrison at the catle began to
useit, aswell asthoseliving around Warflet.

John Corp and Paradise Fort.

John Corp, a Dartmouth merchant and friend of John Hawley, was in 1402 given a 'licence to crenellate’ aloddgng of his by the entrance to the town 'for

defence against the King's enemies. This is believed to have been the tower known later as Paradise, which stood on the north side of Warfled Creek until
demolished in 1855 to make way for Ravensbury.
He commissoned the fine brassin Stoke Fleming church in memory of his father, who had ded in 1361, and his daughter Elyenore who ded in 1391. He had
various responsible jobs in Dartmouth between 1385 and 1420. He was a'Seacher' in the port to prevent the export of gold and silver, and Deputy Chief Butler for
Dartmouth and al the portsin Devon, ajob which entailed supervising theimport or export of wine. He was in 1394 appointed by the king to judge a case in which
Hawley was acaised of piracy, which was held in his own house, probably Paradise. Corp would certainly have been invdved in defending Dartmouth againgt the Breton
atadk which was defeded at the Battle of Blackpod Sandsin 1404, and he would have needed a strongly defended house.

Chapd and Cagtlein the 15th Century: Southtown annexed by Dartmouth.

The building and garrisoning of the castle also greatly increased the use of the chapel of St. Petrox, which began to receive gifts of land and rents. In 1425 a
document names two men as War dens of the store of the chapel of St. Petrox, whose job was to administer its property. In 1438 Bishop Lagy granted 40 days
gg_julgaﬁ;cefgé "those @ntributing to the building, repairing and maintaining of the parochial chapel with cure of St. Petrock near Dartmouth," showing that it was

ng enlarged.

From 1475 onwards documents survive listing the 'feoffees' or trustees €t up to administer the property lft to St. Petrox, the income being used to provide awater
suppy for Southtown. The conduits they built can still be seen in Southtown and Bayards Cove, and were gtill used within living memory.

Thetown found it irksome that in arder to reach the Castle they had to walk over the lands of the lords of Stoke Fleming. From 1303 to 1575 these were the Carews,
and there was much friction between them and the town corporation. By a charter of Edward IV in 1463 the Mayor and burgesses of Dartmouth were granted alicence
to join Southtown to Dartmouth, that they may keep watch at a certain placecalked Gallants Bower, to guard againg our enemies. Documents $ow that they
kept watch there every night in times of national danger right up to the Second World War.



John Corp, a Dartmouth merchant and friend of John Hawley, was in 1402 given a 'licence to crendllate’ a lodgng of his by the entrance to the town for

defence against the King's enemies. This is believed to have been the tower known later as Paradise, which stood on the north side of Warfled Creek until
demolished in 1855 to make way for Ravensbury.
He commissoned the fine brassin Stoke Fleming church in memory of his father, who had ded in 1361, and his daughter Elyenore who ded in 1391. He had
various responsible jobs in Dartmouth between 1385 and 1420. He was a'Seacher' in the port to prevent the export of gold and silver, and Deputy Chief Butler for
Dartmouth and all the portsin Devon, ajob which entailed supervising the import or export of wine. He was in 1394 appointed by the king to judge acasein which
Hawley was acaused of piracy, which was held in his own house, probably Paradise. Corp would catainly have been involved in defending Dartmouth againgt the Breton
atadk which was defeded at the Battle of Blackpod Sandsin 1404, and he would have needed a strongly defended house.

Chape and Caglein the 15th Century: Southtown annexed by Dartmouth.

The building and garrisoning of the castle also greatly increased the use of the chapel of St. Petrox, which began to receive gifts of land and rents. In 1425 a
document names two men as War dens of the store of the chapel of St. Petrox, whaose job was to administer its property. In 1438 Bishop Lagy granted 40 days
Lrg;lulger}ceg;‘g; "those @ntributing to the building, repairing and maintaining of the parochial chapel with cure of St. Petrock near Dartmouth,” showing that it was

ng enlarged.

From 1475 orwards documents aurvive listing the 'feoffees or trustees st up to administer the property eft to St. Petrox, the income being used to provide awater
supdy for Southtown. The conduits they built can till be seen in Southtown and Bayards Cove, and were still used within living memory.

Thetown found it irksome that in order to reach the Castle they had to walk over the lands of the lords of Stoke Fleming. From 1303 to 1575 these were the Carews,
and there was much friction between them and the town corporation. By a charter of Edward 1V in 1463 the Mayor and burgesses of Dartmouth were granted alicence
to join Southtown to Dartmouth, that they may keep watch at a certain placecalked Gallants Bower, to guard againgt our enemies. Documents $ow thet they
kept watch there every night in times of national danger right up to the Second World War.However, Southtown was defined smply asanarrow strip bounded by
the river Dart on the eat and Abovetown on the west, over which the townsmen only had a right of way to reach the Castle, while ownership of the land remained as
beforewith thelord of Stoke Fleming.

At the end of the fifteenth century a new castle was bilt nearer the water, and Hawley's one had become obsolete. The Carews by the mid-sixteanth century had
built themselves a new manar house inside the wall s of this old castle, about on the Site of the present carpark. On one occasionthey tried to seize the new castle from
the Corporation. The Mayor and burgesses can have shed few teaswhen Sir Peter Carew, last of hisline, died fighting in 1575 leaving no male heirs.

The Southcotes, 157/5-17A.
All hislands passed to Susan, the daughter of his sster Cedly and her husband

Fg2

Paradise Fort and Quay House, from aprint of




Fg3 The15th Century Castle and . Petrox, drawn about 1820



Fg4 Roopes” Fair New House and Quay a Warfled", inapainting by MissC.B.
Hunt, 1839

Figh  Brassof JohnRoope, died 1608, in St. Petrox
Church

Thomas Kirkham of Paignton. Susan had married Thomas Southcote, who through his wife became the owner of Southtown and Stoke Fleming aswell asdl the lands
left him by hisfather. Their son Sr George ontinued the family tradition by marrying the heiressto Buckland Tout-Saints, where he preferred to live.

In 1600 Sir George Southcote agreed with the feoffees of St. Petrox that they and dl the other inhabitants of the Parish could use the newly enclosed churchyard onthe
west and nath sides of the curch, dong with the durch way leading to it which had been recently made. Until then there had been no buria placein the parish.

A Rental of Warflegt, 16001615 Four Millsand a Ropewalk.

A rental from the time of Sir George Southcote for 1600-1615 has survived, showing thet there was by this time asizedle wmrmunity living in Warfled. The
leading family were now the Roopes, a family with severa branches who though not yet freeholders were wedlthy farmers, merchants and shipowners. They held farms
a Week, and Little Dartmouth farm which included the whole of Gall ants Bower.

Nicholas Roope the Younger held "A very fair new built house and quay at Walflete". As a merchant trading extensively to Europe and Newfoundland, he could
use his own quay and avoid paying dues to Dartmouth Corporation. It must have been busy with ships unloading their cargoes. Thishouseis $own in ore of the exliest
prints of Warfled, dating from the 1660's. The Roopes were buried in St. Petrox church, where there are fine brasses of John Roope who ded in 1808, and kismarried
daughters Barbara Plumleigh and Dorothy Rous.



Perhaps because of the frequent use of Warfleet by ships, there was a "ropemaking place' held by Walter Dymort just above the narth side of the aeek, onthe site
of Warfleet House and its garden, where now stand new houses built sincethe Second World War. By Swannaton was afied rented to Hugh Fade, which till appeas
onsomeold deadsas"Facy's' or "Fancy" field.

John Holligrove held two watermills and ore horsemill at Walflete, the first documentary reference to the mills onthe site of the present pottery. In addition Henry
Robins held afulling mill, used to thicken and felt up cloth after it was woven to make it windproof. Also listed for Warfleet was a bakehouse and a brewhouse

NIO{ é?rs away in Southtown at this time was an almshouse, on the site of the present Grammercy Tower, built with money given by William Ley. It remained in use
unti .

GallantsBower, a CompassPoint 1616.

John Roope, son d the man commemorated by the brass of 1608, was the owner of Gallants Bower, part of Little Dartmouth farm. He tried to stop the Corporation from
keeping watch there, as they were antitled to by the charter of 1463. In 1616 the Corporation appealed to the Lord Lieutenant of Devon who ruled that they had the right
to ered a mmpass a Gdl ants Bower "to discen and try the winds and keep the seawatch as in ancient time ham been acastomed.” It was sid that the placehad been so
used "Time out of mind/ The Lord Lieutenant ruled that they were free to "re-erect” their compassand build awatch house there - suggesting that Roope had pull ed
down a previous one - providing that they did not claim ownership of the soil. This explains the name "CompassCove' for the small bead to the south of Galants
Bower.

It was the same John Roope who owned the mill onthe Fossin the middle of Dartmouth, and tried to stop the townspeople from using hisbridge & a shortcut. The
Corporation won aanother lawsuit over this and established Foss Street as a public way.

TheCivil War in Warflest, 1642-9.

At the outbredk of the Civil War in 1642 Ambrose Roope son of the éove John owned Little Dartmouth while his cousin Nichdas Roope owned Warfleg Quay, the
new houwse on it and the two farms at Week. Ambrose took no part in the war and may have been a Royalist, but Nicholas drongly supported Parliament as did
Dartmouth Corporation. Having helped with bulding defences in Dartmouth, Nichdas then raised and armed a troop of 200 soldiers which he took to help defend
Plymouth. While he was away, his property was atacked and dundered.

When Dartmouth prepared for the expeded attadk by the Royalist forces under Prince Maurice the area round Warfleda and the Castle was of vital importance A
road Hock was built above Warfled mills. The old fort at Paradise was grengthened with ironwork and guns mounted there. The castle was manned, and guns supplied
with powder, while the chain was gretched acrossthe river to Godmerock on the Kingswea side. Prince Maurice besieged the town for a month before dtadking it
aong the Warfled vdley in October 1643. Cleaing the roadblock by the mills he next seized Paradise Fort, from where his guns could fire onthe catle. The town was
forced to surrender, and for threeyeas was occupied by the Roydi sts.

TheNew Gallants Bower Fort, 16425,

During these years, a new fort was built on top of Gallants Bower, alarge eathwork with six circular bastions, designed to guard the castle ayaingt alandward attack.
The outlines of the banks can till be seen, though now hidden among the trees which would certainly nat have been there in the saventeenth century.

When Fairfax recgtured Dartmouth for Parliament Roope's men came from Plymouth to help with their local knowledge. When the town fell to him, the
Governor Sir Hugh Pollard and dficers were taken prisoner, and the thousand troops disarmed then dl owed to march away.
While Roope and his men were & Plymouth, their homes and properties were being sadked by the Royalists. Nichdlas claimed to have spent or lost during this war
£2,525 - the largest amount of anyone in the town - in an expense acount submitted after the victory of Parliament. Roope said he had lost three ships at Walfled,
with their guns and provisions, and at a his house there "sails, ropes, fish and guns’, al worth £5800. At Week he lost 10 hases, 6 oxen, 4 milks cows, 4 bullocks, 140
sheep and 200 fleeces of wool, as well as having the house burnt to the ground, to the value of £275." This must have been the farmhouse and its entire stock. We do nad
know if he or anyone dse were ever compensated for their losss.

Nicholas Roope was never a member of the Corporation after the Restoration, when Charles |Ps Cavalier Parliament made alaw that only Anglicans coud serve on
town councils, and he died in 1681. When James |l fled from England in 1688 and William of Orange landed at Brixham his n, ancther Nicholas, claimed that he was
the first gentlemen who went to pledge his allegiance to him. In January 1689 he was rewarded by being appainted Governor of Dartmouth Castle by William as son as he
was accepted as king.



TheBurial of Strangersat One Gun, late 17th Century.

The churchyard at St. Petrox was too small to be used except for those living in the parish. Recently, when a new house was being built near to the Castle, a number of
skeletons were discovered in the garden. An unofficial archaeologicd dig established that they could be dated after 1600. All were of adults, all but one seemed to be male,
and there were no signs of injuries suggesting a violent death in war. Research at the Devon Reaord Office into the St. Petrox registers revealed notes at the back listing
the burial of foreigners. One read: "1676, buried a Frenchman belonging to a grea ship from the West Indies at One Gunne." Other similar ones referred to Dutch or
Spanish seamen. "One Gun" was the name given in early times to the site on which these skeletons were found, when it was used for gunnery pradice for firing cannon
balls across the water to the then deserted Kingswear side. Further enquiries showed that other skeletons had been found during building operations on the site of
Ravensbury, and while digging in the garden o the Gunfield Hotel.

Limekilnsand Millshi the 18h Century.

In alease of 1707 Josias Southcote, Lord of the Manor of Southtown granted to John Dottin yeoman, the mills, several houses and other premises at Warfled and two
limekilns. One, the first to be built, was the kil n at the badk of the present Warflea Boathouse, not then there. Another was described as the limekiln lately ereded .. ona
Sand Quay lying under the leach way to St. Petrox church. The name "lead" or lych way meant the way by which coffins were carried to the buria ground at St. Petrox.
This kiln was on the south side of the Creek alongside asmall quay. Coal and limestone were brought in by boats, loaded in layers into the kiln and burnt slowly until they
produced the fine white powdered lime, used as fertiliser. The lease refers to three mills, known as Higher, Middle and Lower Mills with all the watercourses, leats,
streams and pords belongng to them, and an orchard above them. The Middle mill had been converted into a Malthouse by John Dottin. There were dso cottages, stables
and bams either side of the lane leading to the mills.

In 1749the Millswere leased to John Phillips, who was granted permissonto erect anew mill in placeof the Upper Mill, which wasto be converted into an orchard.
A Corporation Digputewith Henry Southcote, 1749
These properties and the roads |eading to them are dealy shown on amap of 1749 drawn up in the ourse of alawsuit between the Corporation and Henry Southcote, lord

of the manor of Stoke Fleming. It marks the road over the old bridge & Warfled, the lane from the aeek to the mills, Dottins orchard above them, the Week road
towards Stoke Fleming, the rope walk and Facy's field. Not shown on this map, but referred to in a Southcote rental of 1755, is another ropewalk at Dyers Hill .

Fig.6 Part of a Map of 1749 showing W arfleet




.FHg7  TheLimekilnsa Warfleet, from apicture by
MissC.B. Hunt, 1839

Fig 8 A One Pound Banknote from the Dartmouth Bank, 182



FHg. 9 Warfled Mill and Waterwhed, built by A.H.Holdsworthin 1819 and
demoalished in 1872



Fg10 Warfled Limekiln about 1900

Sde of the Southcote Lands, after 17%4.

In 1794 John Henry Southcote, lord of Stoke Fleming and Southtown, went
bankrupt. In the years following, his estates were split up as ome lands were boudht
up by John Sede, Arthur Holdsworth and others. The Land Tax Returns, covering the
yeas 1780-1832, reved how ownerships and tenancies changed.

John Sede becane the Lord of the Manor of Southtown and Stoke Fleming, the
owner of the Warfleet ropewalk and all the land between it and Swannaton Road.
Soon after 1800 he built, adjoining the western end of the ropewalk, a large house
described in the Land Tax returns as Warfled House - the one now known as
Woodands. Until 1832 this was owned by Seale, and let to a successon d tenants.

Some former tenants took the diance to become freeholders. Among these was
John Phillips who kecame the owner of Warfleg Mills and Warfled Bridge House in
1795 and soon after sold them to William Busll. The lime kilns, owned by John
Sede, were rented by William Bennet who had boudht Warfleet Bridge House. John
Sede bought various gables and barns to the south of the lane from Warfled quay to
the mills, and also owned the old Quay House next to Paradise, which belonged by
1818 to Henry Holdsworth.

A vigt by the Artist JM.W.Turner, 1811

In 1811 the young Turner came on a visit to Devon, and his ketchbodks - small
enough to dip into his pocket - and now in the Turner Colledion at the Tate Gallery
show that he spent several days in and around Dartmouth. His drawings were very
rough, but one shows Warfleg Creek, the old Quay House, Paradise fort, the
ropewak and the lime kilns, with small sailing bcets drawn up on the beach at the
head of the aeek. Later, several drawings were used as the basis for watercolours
which in turn were made into engravings.

Warfleg Mill becomesaPaper Mill, 1819

Ill-feding arealy existing between Sede and Holdsworth soon erupted into
corflict as their lands were so closely adjoining. The following yea, Arthur H.
Holdsworth who had been claiming ownership of the stables and berns uth of the
lane to the Creek, had to agreethat they belonged to Sede, and he took out a 99-year
lease onthem. He neaded thisland for his grea plan for anew industry in Warfled.

He now bought the Mills, and pulled them down. In their place he personaly
designed a new Paper Mill, the building which still stands today with the initials
"AHH" over the main entrance by the footbridge over the lane. The stone wall s were
so strondy constructed that they enabled the maximum spaceto be enclosed under
one roof without any internal columns of support. The machinery was powered by
a waterwheel, the Iargest in England west of Bristol. He had also
patented a method d making high quelity paper using a mixture of



coloured cotton rags, which were cheaper than the white rags normally
used. The huge water wheel was built at the back of the stables and
barns he had just rented from Seale.

The mill, amongst other things, was used to make paper used in
banknotes. Arthur's brother Henry Joseph hed recently formed the
Dartmouth Bank, and ndes survive with his sgnature on them. When,
however, the Bank went bankrupt, causing many people to lose their
savings, the locals were fairly sarcastic abou the money not being
worth the paper it was printed on In truth, the paper mill was not a
financial success After 1832 Holdsworth lost his grip on Dartmouith,
left thseh_town, and the paper mill closed although it remained in his
ownership.

The Tithe Maps of 1840and Census of 1841

The Tithe Maps for Townstal and Stoke Fleming in 184Q which must
bath be studied together, show clealy the geography of Warfleet at this
time. The Townstal map covers Warfleet Mills and limekilns, and the
whole area from St. rox through Gallants Bower west to Little
Dartmouth. The old %Jay House and Paradise are shown onthe map,
but omitted from the Appationment (key) because Southtown, like St.
Saviours parish, never paid tithes.

The Stoke Fleming tithe map covers the Warfled roEew_aIk and
Warfled House or Cottage (now Woodands), as well as Stokecliff (then
named Bellevue), Swannaton Road, and the whoe west side of
Abovetown. The maps give reference numbers which make it possible
to identify the location d properties, their owners and tenants. These
can be compared with the Census returns of 1841, which list actual
inhabitants house by house, with the occupation d the workers.

Fg. 11 WafledintheTithe Mgpsof Towndd and Stoke Heming



The cottage now called Gallants Bower was held from Scale by Peter
Luckcraft, who lived there with his wife and six children. However
close examination d the structure by the present owner establishes that
it dates from about 1700and was originally built as two cottages.

The Ropewaks andthe Limekilns.

John Henry Seale owned the ropewalks at Dyers Hill and Warfleet,
but this last was described as "old," indicating it was no longer in use.
The one at Dyers Hill may have survived longer. The tall towers at the
end of bath ropewalks can be clearly seen in drawings made in 1830
and 185Q However, the market for rope would have declined along
with the number of sailing ships using the port of Dartmouth in the early
anetgz_mth century and gradually both these ropewalks would have fallen
into disuse.

A Sad Dedh at the Limekilns.

The limekilns were still in use until nearly the end o the century, but
gradually chemical fertiliser replaced limeon the farms. One sad stor

ows that the kilns were still burning in 1880 Henry Avis, aged 12,
was burnt to death at the kilns bE/ accddentally falling asleep on the
edge and rolling in. It was said at the inquest that he was a lonely boy
who lived with his grandfather at the "Baths nea the Castle." He often
stayed ou at night till late, so hsgrandfath_er did na start to look for
him and _he was not found unil the following morning. The "Baths'
were in Rosebank, next doa to the Castle, which had béen provided in
the 1860s by Dartmouth Courcil as [i_ubl_IC baths for the many people
who had nore in their own homes. Their distance from where most
people lived must have made their use rather limited.

Warfleet Millsand Brewery, after 184Q

In 1840 Arthur H. Holdsworth still owned the mill s, which were now
partly aflour mill and partly a brewery. Joseph Hobkbs was the tenant of
Flour Mill House, inside the former paper mill grounds. John Baker
was living in Brewery Cottage, also in the grounds of the mill. On the
O%Ecste side of theroad, also owned by Arthur Holdsworth, lived John
Baker's brother in what was then called "Warfleet Cottage" (now Rock
Cottage%i Thisis marked on the Townstal tithe map, but right next doar
on the Stoke Fleming tithe map was another "Warfleet Cottage,” (now
Woodands) which had since 183 from Sede to Holdsworth.
The Holdsworth family owned the freehold of the mills, Woodandsand
Rock Cottage right up until 1927 when they were sold off separately.
Woodands was sometimes the home of whoever was the head of the
fBre'\(\ll_efv, while Rock Cottage was usually let to other well-to-do
amilies.

In the 1841 and 1851census there is mention d both a miller and a
brewer at Warfleet Mills. In 1851 Susan Morgan, widow, is described
as a"Publican" at the Warfleet Brewery Tap. ifliam Jackman, living
at Warfleet Mill House was a "Brewery waggoner.” Richard Luckram
at Warfled Mill wasa"Miller."



White's Directory for 1850 abscribes Henry Baker as "brewer and
Maltster” there.

In 1862the Dartmouth Chronicle advertised the mill for sale. The
new owner, according to the Post Office Dlrectora)&m 1866 was William
Grills who Is described as bath a miller and a baker there, and the mil |
as a large corn mill, worked by a "waterwheel fifty feet in diameter,”
but no mention is made of brewing. The signs are that the brewery had
lost money, and the Dartmouth Chronicle reported in 1872that the
waterwheel had been taken down and sold for firewood

Madocksand Smon, 1875-1885

For a while the premises stood idle, until bought by John Madocks
under a lease from A.F.Holdsworth in 1875 The map with it clealy
identifies al the prcél[()ertle_s involved, including the limekilns on the
south side of the creek, which must by then have been booLght from the
Scales, and the two howses, Rock Cottage and Woodlands. The
Brewery included "the old mill building, dwellinghowse ad

akehouse, with the stables and mill yard." The sale included what was
now called_"Fancy Field." John Madocks was from Chertsey, Surrey,
and according to the Chronicle proposed to use new advances in
brewing which would mean Dartmouth people would nolonger have to
impot beer from Kingsbridge and Totnes. Madocks lived in
Wood ands, just oppasite his brewery.

He was on joined by FA.Smon as a partner, and their
advertisements in the Chronicle featured their trademark: the
Dartmouth I’OY&| crest surrounded by the slogan "The Barley Wine
from the English Rhine" - a g?race‘u_l reference to Queen Victoria's
description d the Dart on me of her visits.

JOHHMADOCKS & CO.



A Ship Built at Warfled, 1880

In May 1880asmall coasting vessl which had been bult in Warfled
Creek was launched for Madocks & Simon, named the Mayflower, It
was schoorer rigged, and too small for an engine, but would be used to
bring in supdies of raw materials in the days when roads were
impassble for the transport of heavy loads.

TheBartlett Family, 1885- 1927

By 1885, the lease on the Brewery, lime kilns, stables, cottages and
villas passed to Jasper Bartlett, who had bowht a grocery businesson
the New Quay in Dartmouth in 1865, at the south end where it joins
Fairfax Place. He was the managing director of the Channel Coaling
CompanF/, and later his family held Little Dartmouth farm. Its product
now cdled "Warfleet Pale Ales - the finest beer in Britain" and the
brewery flourished. Jasper was succeeded by his brother Horace who
lived at Woodlands.

A glimpse of the Brewery in itsfinal days comes from Charlie Evans,
who was born in a thatched cottage, now demolished, alongside it. His
father Jack was the last Head Brewer and Manager, having succeeded
his father and %andfather in the job. In those days both men and
women worked there, about 12 d each, including his grandmother. His
Aunt, another worker, lived in the small cottage then on the site of
Creek Cottage, now owned by Mrs Peace. He remembers the great
shire horses which puled the drays to deliver the beer to Dartmouth
and the villages around- indeed he used to ride to schod on the dray
with Tom Parker, the last driver. The horses and drays were kept in the
areweryBsta%lagtef oppasite Creek Cottage, as were the hunters owned by

orace Bartlett.

The never failing stream coming down the valley provided pue water
to make the beer and wash the bdttles, and had once turned the water
wheel. It aso filled a pond onwhich Aylesbury ducks used to swim. It
was always cleaned out once a year, and the mud placed on the garden
alongside which produced marvellous ft fruit and vegetables. Later
the pond was used to grow watercress, sold in Dartmouth. The spent
hops from the brewery were also valuable manure, collected regularly
by Farmer Prouse of Higher Week. Mr. Evans remembers the faint but
pleasant 'hoppy' smell which used to pervade the valley in thase days.

In November 1927 the Holdsworth owner, who still held the
freehald, put all this up for sale. Heavitrees took over the brewery for a
time, but it ceased to make beer finally in 1929 The whole property
was now bought by Mr. F. Ingram of Dartmouth, including the two
villas Rock Cotgige and Woodlands, three cottages and two tenements
formerly occu by workers, the limekilns, a vegetable garden and a
pond The villas were now let, but the brewery lay empty for years,

until the outbreak of the SecondWorld War.



The Growth of Villasnear Warflest.
The Gunfidd, 1842

In the years of peacefdllowing the Nagpdeoric Was the beadties of the Dart est%
weare natical by travdlers and epeddly yaditownas dtraded by the Reggttas whic
Wmtm event ater 1834. Some of these dedded they would like to live in
D , O & lecdt to heave asumimer resdencethere Oneof the ediest to b
was the Hon. H. Harewhoin 1842 bult One Gun, avilla on the Ste where for
centuries gunners hed ractised, and soon known as Gunfidd House The stewes a
first leased from John Henry Scele and later bougtt freehold. The first modest
buildingwes enlarged by 1856, and its gardens extended asfar asthelimekilnson
the south Sde of Warfleg Creek. A boathouse @ombined with a bil liard room was
later built there. It passed through various owners, including Alexander
Foiheringhem, later Edward Tew, and Commander E.E. Lort-Phillips who
remaned therefrom 1906 unil 1944, and it becameahotd after 1947.

Paradise Rebuilt, 1855 and renamed Ravenshury 1861

By the eghteentth cantury Paradise fort had long Since cesad to ke of any military
ggnificance and was owned by the Holdsworths ltisova shape and lop-sded thetchis
shown on severd 19th century pidturesand mgps

In 1855the site was bought by J. Elliott Fox, a London solicitor who
had been ban in Dartmouth where many members of his family still
lived. He built a fine house on the site of the former fort. After his
death five years later it was put up for sale, described in a Chronicle
advertisement as an "Elizahethian" villa, with safe anchorage ajoining,
an invaluable spot for "any nodeman or gentleman fond d yachting.”
The extensive garden was gecially planted with American trees and
tsr?rubse.e"l('herewasalodge, achaise house s well as aboathouse beside

e aeek.

The grounds extended along the creek to include the old Quay House, known as
Warfleet Farm, and according to the alvertisement, "a 43-acre farm for anz
gentleman who was fond of agriculture." The land must have heen up the Wee
valley. In the 1861 Census the farmhouse was then occupied b%' George Nowell,
fanner, his wife, a sister who was a dairymaid, one servant and his three dildren.
Under the next owner this ancient house was pulled down, the land converted into a
ve?etablle garden for the big house, and the farm lands were sold oft The house now
called Tides Reach was built as the gardener's cottage.

Geor ge Parker Bidder, the Calculating Boy.

All thiswas bought by George Parker Bidder who hed come to Dartmouth first on
his yadt the,M@lJﬁy. He renamed it Ravensbury becuse this was the name of his
other house in Surrey. Bidder, now in his $xties, was a highly succesgul civil
m%e who hed begun life & the fifth son of a blackamith in Moretont ead.
Althoughilliterate, by the aye of 12 he became known as The Cdculaing Boy, a
genius who could do amazng cdculations at speed in Hshead and he became a
performer & fairs Some phil anthropic gentlemen then paid for imto goto schodl,

and on to Edinburgh University where he took adegreein mathematics He becane a

avil engnes & thesametime & Isamberd Kingdom Brung and Robert Sievenson, with

bath of whom heworked. It was the height of the railway building age, and histdents



were usd to huild rot only railways but docks dl over England and even in Europe
Som ater comingto Dartmouth hewasdeded onto thetown courdil.

The new bridge a Warflegt, 1864 and Right of Way to Compass
Cove

His talents were soon put to the service of the town. With three other local
gentlemen he was involved in a scheme to kuild a new bridge over the sream &t
Warflest. Until then the road doped geedly down to crossthe srean by a amdl
bridge, probably nat suitable for even the smal panytrgps usad by thewl-to-do to get
around Dartmouth. In Dartmouth itsdf & this time the Counal were pulling down
the old Higher Stred buildings to build Newcomen Roed, which for the firg time
ensbled wheded treffic to rea Southtown from the town centre. At the time Sr
Henry Sede was ill the owner of the old Warflegt ropewak ste, which hewas bout

to =l for building, and to improve the garden there it wias necessary to widen the road
ad inIdaretailtulgngwdl.

Fig. 12 A Map of 1864 showing the New Viaduct over the Stream

George Bidder made a further contribution in 1867 when he supported the Council
in alawsuit against the Little Dartmouth fanner Oldrieve which seaured a public right

of way to Compass Cove. George Bidder's ©n, a distinguished Q.C., aded for the
council and it cost them nathing.



Bidder was a keen supporter of the ambankment scheme which was splitting the
town in the late 1870s, with the opposition coming from a nea neighbour F.C.
Simpson who lived for a time at Derwent Lodge. The acimony caused by this
struggle may have led to Bidder's dedsion to leave Ravensbury and go to live &
Stoke Lodge in Stoke Fleming which he bought in 1878. Before the house was ready
for him he died, still at Ravensbury. His widow and family moved there after his
death.

Ravensbury was later owned by Mr. Baker, whose daughter later returned after her
marriage & Lady Garden. In betwean, it was owned from 1893-1902 by Commander
Robert Orme-Webb, R.N., who was mayor of Dartmouth from 1894-6.

An Aeroplane Inventor at Ravensbury: a visit by Peter Scott:
1910-11.

Miss Lidstone whose father owned the boat building business in Southtown
remembers Lady Garden who lived at Ravensbury in 1910-11. She had a son Peter who
was mad about flying. He invented an aeroplane which was made of wood in the
Lidstone boathouse using her father's deam press. She recdls that Peter Scott the
naturalist, then a boy, was gaying with the Gardens on holiday. He came with Peter
Garden to seethe plane being made, and she met them. In 1911 Lady Garden died, the
house was 9ld and she does not know whether the plane ever flew.

Ravensbury next passed to James Dawes M.P., who lived there until after the First
World War. By 1922 it had been bought by Vernon MacAndrew.

Vernon MacAndrew, 192-194).

Vemon MacAndrew's family owned the MacAndrew shipping line, and he was a

keen yachtsman who was $on a leading member of the Royal Dart Yadcht Club. He
sailed 12-Metre Classyachts, and owned a successon d large motor yadhts. The last
of these was the Campeador V, built by Philip & Son. He encouraged young boys
who could not afford to owvn boeats to lean to sail in the D.O.D class dinghies, by
providing a small fleet of twelve of them which he would tow behind his motor yadht
to take the aews round to al the neighbouring regattas. He was also a Master of the
Dartmoor Foxhounds. At Ravensbury he built an additional boathouse, now La
Crevette, to supplement the eisting one, now occupied by Capt. Hampden.
He kept a large staff at Ravensbury, and every yea they would all be taken aboard his
motor yacht round the coast to his Scottish estates for the shoding season. Friends
left behind in Warflee would receave little parcds of venison, the results of the
shooting. Later he would give dne-film shows of his hdidays in the Highlands to
which local children were invited. As described below, he later becane the
owner of Warfled House aswell.

Saleof SealelLandsto Hugh Mair, 18634.

In 1863-4 Sir Henry Sede sold much land around Warfleet and elsewhere in
Dartmouth to Hugh Mair, a Scot. These included Gallants Bower, Lower Week,
Dyers Hill and the site of the old ropewak. He dso bought the stables, stores and
garden in the triangle between the new viaduct, the lane to the Brewery, and the
W(?g;,\f%oaﬁ, later converted into Creek Cottage which had once bedonged to Arthur
Holdsworth.



Mair is listed as living a The Wildernessin the Post Office Directory of 1866,
though whether as owner or tenant is not clear. However, he does nat seem to have
st&)yzed long in the town but be was one of its largest landlords until his deah in
1

Fg13 TheRopewak, Quay House and Paradise Fort, 1830

Fgl4 Warflest Modd Ralway, 1876: TheMail Train



Fg. 15 Wafled House

FHg 16 Warflest Modd railway, 1876: "Acklington Junction®



Warfleg House, built 18634.

Thereis me mnfusion about when the present Warfled House was built because the
howse now cdled Woodlands was, before 1873, cdled either Warfleed House or
Cottage, However, examination d the Tithe Map and the Census $ows that the
present Warfled House was not built by 1861. Sir Henry Sede sold a99-yea lease at a
ground rent of £5.5s on the Ropewalk site in 1863 to the Rev. George T.
Seymour. It was not uncommon in those days to build on a leasehdd site. It is
possble that the tower of the old ropewalk building which had once @ntained the
madinery was incorporated in the new building, totally enclosed behind the
Victorian Gothic facade. An outline on a map of 1864 shows the first part of the
house was completed. In 1864 Sede sold the lease, with its ground rent, to Hugh
Mair.

In 1868 Warfleet House was advertised for sae, and it was described as having
been built "under the personal supervision of the owner, Rev. G.T. Seymour". It
consisted of the eastern part of the building ory. The stables for 4 hases and
doule mach howse were nat those opposite the Brewery, but were bult at the other
side of the house, apparently approadhed from the lane from Swannaton. It was ©ld
to Lt. Studdy, R.N., but he too did not stay long.

In 1873 it was bought by Henry Bridson. There was obvioudy some @nfusionwith
the two houses cdled Warfled, so0 the present Woodlands was cdled Warfleg Cottage,
as dciji n(grom Bridson's Warflegt House. By 1878 the mttage had taken the name
Woadlan

A Modd Railway at Warflest House, 187/5-8.

Andrew Bridson, son of Henry and then aged 15, later told of how he and a
fellow shoolboy from Eton built a modd railway in the garden to a gauge of "about 8
inches'. The origina engine had been a present to Andrew from hisfather, and after
being pu away and forgotten was taken out, repaired and put into service.

They raised capital by issuing shares to a value of £14Q and set up a
_companY with diredors. They levelled the ground and made a cutting
in ore place over 30 yards long and four feet deep, with the help o the
coachman, groom and cardeners. As work stopped during schod terms
it took some time to complete but when finished it was abou 600 feet
long, with fifteen stations, signals, level crossings and sidings. It had
fir deepers and iron rails. Rolling stock was mostly made by locd
craftsmen to the design of Andrew. There were doors, but no windows
or internal compartments as these would have been awkward for the
pasengers. a @t, two Maltese dogs, rabbits, and a Chow Chow dog
ymgs\é\_/fasl)perwaded to enter by placing a rabbit in first (then removing
[ ily!

Andrew recalled in 1929that where the "roar of an approaching fast
train might have been heard now stand the large and handsome stables
of the present owner." This. _ _
confirms the site of the railway as garting o the site of the present
houses converted from the former coach house.



Sadly the railway lasted orly 3'A years from its beginning, as Henry
Bridson became ill. The fami sough_t a warmer climate in Madeira,
where he died in 1880 Andrew Bridson later returned to live in
Dartmouth, though na at Warfleet House, and was remembered as a
keen yachtsman and a magistrate until his death in 1932

The Fre&ke Family at Warfleat House, 18801933

Thomas Freake first came to Dartmouth in Regatta Week 18 as a
friend of the Prince of Wales on Hs yacht Hildegarde. The Freake
family then stayed at the Royal Dart Hotel in KIH&SNeaI’, and Thomas
Ig;gamsed informal boxing matches on the New Ground to amuse the

ince

The following yea his father, Charles James Freake rented Warfled
House for three years. C.J. Freake was a rich and succesful London
builder, resporsible for the development of whoe aeas of South
Kensington including Cromwell Place Exhibition Road, Onslow
Square, Cromwell Road, Princes Gate Mews and Queens Gate. He also
bult part of Grosvenor Square. He financed the building of the
National Training Schod of Music, Kensington Gore. He too was a
friend of the Prince of Wales, who successully applied for a baronetcy
for him, awarded in 1882

In 1883Sir Charles, as he now was, took ower the unexpired 79yeas
of the ground lease from Hugh Mair. Thomas was alrealy living at
Warfleet, and when Sir Charles died in 1884 e left the house to his
sonswife for her lifetime. Sir Thomas and Lady Freake made extensive
additions to the house. They added a new w:jrég onthe west side - now
divided dff as a separate house - which included an oak panelled dining
room 57 x 27 into which an aorgan was built. The whole family were
very musicd: their daughter was a singer, described by many as equal
to a professional, and the room was often used for concerts and kells.
They built the "large and handsome stables’ described by Andrew
Bridson onthe Week Road, at the end o their garden. These included a harness
room with acommodation for saff above, arun d loose boxesin the middle made out
of the finest wood, then a mad house. The O/S map of 1888 shows these new stables
as well as the former ones on the east side of the house, which must have been
puled down later asthe present lawn extends over their site. There was at first asmall
boathouse a the head dof the creek, amuch larger one being built later.

Sir Thomeas took an active part in the life of Dartmouth, being on the ouncil and
sarving as Mayor for two yeas from 1887-9. After 1902 he left Dartmouth, living in
London and Warwickshire. Lady Fredke remained there until her degh. She went on
using her cariage and pair when others had changed to motor cars. She adored her
harses, but her St. Bernard dog hed as fine agtdl in the stables as they did. She dso
had a magnificent garden, producing flowers, vegetables, and with greenhouses
growing grapes and peadies. She espedaly loved her rosewak, aong which she
waked every day even when very old. This was described by one who remembersit as
along levd tunnd covered entirdy with roses, and may have used the tradk once made
for the rope walk. In 1933, after her deah, her son put the house up for sde, and it
was never again orerich family's house.

Warflest House as Schod for Y acht Hands, 1935



The house did nd sl quickly. Findly the mad house and stables were sold off
separately to Mr. F. Ingram, and the staff flat there was let. Vernon MacAndrew of
Ravensbury put into adion a scheme he had long cherished for enlarging his
exigting practice of training young sailors. He bought Warflegt, with the help of a
group of public spirited yadhtsmen, and gave it to the Y.M.C. A. to be used as a
training centre for about 30 boys in seamanship, on courses lagting ten mornths. This
was partly a scheme to dl eviate unemployment, then high, as boyswoud aso be taught
how to be gardeners or chauffeurs. They could then be very useful to owners of large
yachtsin the summer, and work for ashore on these other jobs during the winter. The
Y.M.C.A. would reauit boys from their branches dll over the @untry. Warfleg House
provided acommodation for the students, and a fled of sailing boats kept in two
boathouses in the largest of which was also a gymnasum.

The Second World War in Warfle.

The Second World War brought grea changes. At the outbre& of war, Vernon

MacAndrew offered his motor yacht Campeador V to the Admiralty for patrol work,
and he volunteered with two other members of the Roya Dart Yadt Clubas officers.
Despite being well over military age they were acepted as Sub-Lieutenantsin the
R.N.V.R. under Commander Davey, |late of the R.N. They were & seathrough the
winter of 1939-40, patrolling the dhannel against submarines and mingayers. The
yacht was never designed for winter service, and the 22 men must have been hitterly
cold without the heding ar ventil ation systems necessary for it. On June 22nd 1940 she
hit amine off the Ide of Wight and sank, with the lossof MacAndrew and al but two
of the ship's company.
The shattering blow was felt by all who knew him, and espeddly of course by his
poor German-born wife. She @uld no longer bea to stay at Ravensbury, which she
gave to the Y.M.C.A. and then left the town. Like many other big hauses,
Ravensbury was taken over by the Army during the war, and used to house some of
the officers and men who were by now manning the guns out beyond the Castle.

Warflegt House becane a"Wrennery". The derdlict Brewery wastaken over by the
Commandos as their headquarters, from which they set out for exercisesin seaet
on Galants Bower. The story goes that they oncefound a @ase of bottles of Bartlett's
best Pale Ale hidden in the building, and no doubt had quite aparty. All the area
beyond Warfled Bridge was out of bounds to the generd public withou a spedd
pass.

TheRepeater Station in Warflest Coach House

Inthe Warfled coach house was installed one end of arepeder station, ahigh-tech
communications ystem fed by underground cable from Compass Cove. This was
manned day and night by technicians, who receved top seaet news of the war from
dl fronts. This submarine cdle, which came ahore a2 Compass Cove and was fed
into a smdl Cable House @ove the beath, had firgt been laid from Jersey in 1877
when the Dartmouth Chronicle reported that the Jersey Operator had been heard
singing God Save the Queen! 1n 1930, the Devon & Exeter Gazdte noted: "The work
of establishing telephore communicaion between the Channd Idands and England
isnow in progress An old Jersey to Dartmouth Cableisto be put into servicefor
the purpose” By thistime, 1940, the Channd Idlands had fallen to the Germans, and
the new cable caried transatlantic and aher world news, from Compass Cove under
the road to Warfled. When air raids on Dartmouth made the coach holse seem
dangerous, some of the eguipment was moved to a hut under a large tree in the
garden o Rock Cottage, where it was more hidden. After the war, the old coach



house remained a repeater station for many years until newer techndogy replaced
it, and it was converted into cottages.

After theWar: ThePottery.

In 1948 the old Brewery building was sold to a firm who started making chemicd
detergents and pottery. The detergent side was on dropped, but the pottery
prospered. Some experienced workers were brought in from Staffordshire, and apair
of semi-detached houses built for them on the site. A kil n replaced the old cottage
where Mr. Evans had been born. Mogt of the enployeeswerelocd, and by the end o
1949 there was a staff of 40, including many girls trained to do the decoration.
The businesswas successul, and soon began to sell its products overseas to many
Engli sh-gpe&ing courtries sich asU.SA., Canada and Audrdia

Murder in Warfled.

This apparent success made following events even more shocking.
Mr.Koppenhagen, one of thetwo dredors, had abeautiful wife and daughter aged
about 12, andlived in Middle Week just up the valley from the Pottery. One night
he was reported to have been drinking heavily at the Castle Hotel. He then went
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Creek showing
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home, shat his daughter, his wife, his Labrador dog and then himsdf. They were
found next morning by his housekegoer, who was not unnaturaly considerably
shocked. No rationdl explanation was ever offered asto why hedid it.

The Pottery business was shaken, but recovered. During the 1950's it readed a
ped in employing 200 workers. Since then, more machinery has been introduced, so
reducing the labour force needed. The ownership hes changed severd times, the present
ones being Samud Hedh and Sons PLC of Birmingham. Nowadays there are 24
workers, and 0% of the pottery is ©ld in the U.K., often to the large stores. The
pottery is open to the public as atourist attradion, and sdlls andsin their shop.

The main building, built by Arthur Howe Holdsworth in 1819, is sund, its stone
walls 3V4 fed thick Hill carrying the origina rooftil es thougdh these have been covered
with aplagtic skin.

TheLarger VillasDivided and Garden Plots Sold:

Rock Cottage and Woodlands, for long held by the Ingram family, were now sold
freehold, and have stayed as snge family homes. Warflee House and
Ravensbury, given by Vernon MacAndrew to the Y.M.C.A., were now sold by
them, but large houwses such as these @uld no longer be run withou servants and
gardeners who were now impossble to find. Warfleet House was divided, the
former large dining room, part of the main building and the boathouse @ the head of
the aeek coming under separate ownership. Ravensbury's boathouses were also sold,
and the former hilliard room wing. The gardens of both were divided into building



plots where from the 1960's orwards new houses were built, popuar with buyers
because they had some of the finest views in Dartmouth. The Gunfield becane a
hatel, but dso sold off some plots.

Above the Pottery where once ducks svam and watercressgrew the pond has been
drained and a smal group of houses has been built. In the lane lealing to the creek
former stables and cottages have been converted into desirable homes. Below
Gallants Bower the former farm cottages and a barn have dso been converted into
atradive homes.

TheNational Trug.

Gadllants Bower is now owned by the Nationd Trust, and the whole aeais listed as
an "Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty" where no further building will be
dlowed. The former limekilns and quay were given by Mr. Ingram to Dartmouth
Council as public open space The Council had dreedy laid out gardens along the sde
of the road to the Cadtle before the war and had been gven Rock Park, a beauty spot
adjoining the path to CompassCove, by a Kingswea resident Sir Thomas Lennard.
The whde aea & the mouth of theriver is a place for everyone to enjoy, afavourite
wak at dl seasonsandahavenfor wild life and plants.
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