 SIGNIFICANT DATES IN DARTMOUTH'S HISTORY (Clifton - Dartmouth -Hardness)

Early Eighth Century

Saxons arrived in the area

Eleventh Century

Dartmouth Haven assumed more importance with the arrival of the Normans

1066
Norman conquest of England

1086
Domesday Book:  Townstal mentioned, not Dartmouth

1166   
William Fitz Stephen held Townstal from Geoffrey de Mandeville


(Fitz Stephens held Townstal for 150 years)

1147
Port became the rendezvous for the Second Crusade, 164 sail.

1190 
18th May King Richards Third Crusade sailed from the Dart, over 100 ships including 7 from the Dart.

1192 or 1198?
First mention of Monastery of St Peter - Later St Petrox) as part of Stoke Fleming

1200
First actual record of the church at Tunstal.(Townstal)Wm. FitzStephen granted church to Canons of Torre  

            Abbey

1205
King John visited Dartmouth for 4 days

1214
King John again at Dartmouth.

Early Thirteenth Century
La Fosse (Foss Street) constructed.

1231
Richard Fitz Stephens obtained a royal grant for a weekly market and yearly fair.

1235
First mention of Chapel of St. Clare 

1243
First mention of Fosse.   Gilbert, son of Wm. FitzStephen.

1244
First mention of miller, Henry, on Fosse

1281
Earliest surviving common seal of Dartmouth showing court held there

1286
Edward I visited Dartmouth in February & took the first steps toward securing the independent status of what had been a hamlet by licensing a site for a parish church in Dartmouth in place of Tunstal.

1298
Town sent two members to the parliament held in York.

1316
Nicholas of Tewkesbury became lord of Townstal & Dartmouth instead of FitzStephen

1327
Nicholas gave Dartmouth to King Edward III -  Dartmouth became a Royal Borough.


Waters of the Dart, foreshore and right of access transferred to the Crown.

1331
William Bacon gives land for oratory  to Austin Friars

1333
Water and foreshore rights transferred to the Duchy of Cornwall.

1337
START OF HUNDRED YEARS WAR WITH FRANCE

1338 
Edward III granted Waters of Dart to his son, the Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall

1341
Authority of the Port of Dartmouth was advanced by Ed. III by grant of a  Royal Charter of Incorporation with the right of the burgesses to elect the Mayor and deal with many of their own affairs. Guy de Brian made its Lord.

1349
BLACK DEATH

1368 
First record of the quay at Bayards Cove, shown as Baiardescove.

1372
St Saviours Church consecrated. (Having been built illegally prior to that)

c1400
Hawley's Fortalice completed. 1388 - 1400

1404
French 'Breton' force of over 2000 attack Dartmouth, all were slain or forced to surrender. About 1500 defenders were killed. The battle became known as the battle of Blackpool Sands

1408
Death of John Hawley

c1480
Hawley's Higher Street Mansion acquired by the town as a Guild Hall.

1481
Construction of Dartmouth Castle in progress, building work continued until at least 1488

1502
Kingswear Castle completed around this time. Ceased to be used as a fort soon after 1643.

1508
Bailiwick of the water of the Dart secured by Corporation, continued until 1866 with one short break.

1537
Bayards Cove Castle built

1583 to 1815
Era of the Newfoundland Fishery and prosperity for the town. Sir H Gilbert claimed Newfoundland for England

1588
Twelve ships left from Dartmouth to fight the Spanish Amada. 

1601
On the 18th April John Davis sailed from Dartmouth with 5 ships & over 500 men to establish the East India Company. (Davis was killed off Sumatra in 1605)

1620
Pilgrim Fathers depart on the 20th August in the Mayflower & Speedwell for New England

1628
Muster of all inhabitants of Dartmouth on 30th June, 140 Men, 30 firearms of all sorts, 4 swords, 26 halberts and 40 bills

1635/1640
Butterwalk built.

1643
Prince Maurice lay siege to the town followed by a period of Royalist occupation.

1646
Thomas Fairfax captures the town for the parliamentarians.

1671
Visit by Charles II while on a "Down Channel" cruse on board the Royal Yacht 'Cleveland'.

1684
New Ground first embanked.

1709
Body of John Flavel, Minister in Dartmouth 1656-1662, (died 1691) was removed from St Saviours church by order of Magistracy.

1721
Silver Oar, symbol of authority of the River Bailiwick received from the Duke of Cornwall. Surrendered in 1866 but returned to the town by Edward Prince of Wales in 1911 on completion of his training at the Navel College,

1822
First Dartmouth Regatta, (Given 'Royal' status in 1866).

1828
Prince William, Duke of Clarence Visit to town. (Duke Street named following his visit)

1829
First lease for a building plot on reclaimed land on the Millpond granted.

1831
St Barnabas built as a chapel of ease.  Final filling in of the Millpond.

1838
Dolphin Inn built

1856
Queen Victoria came to Dartmouth in August on the eve of the Regatta.   The only description of the event was in the local paper, the Dartmouth Chronicle which said that Prince Albert took a trip in the new steam paddleboat 'Dartmouth'. The Royal Yacht left next morning, but as she gave a £25 cheque for prizes this led to the title 'Royal' being added to the Dartmouth Regatta.
1863 
Dartmouth Harbour Commission set up. 29th September 'Britannia' Moored in the river for training naval cadets.

1864
Newcomen Road constructed. Kingswear - Torbay railway opened, engine 'Lion' hauled the first train into Kingswear on the 10th August.

1865 
Harbour Commission divers blew up 'Pin Rock' in the harbour mouth (had only 12 ft cover at low tide).


1871
Cape & Natal Steamship Company commenced service to the Cape and Australia.

1875/1878 
Mayors Ave / Flavel Square area reclaimed


1880/1885
South Embankment built (widened 1986)

1895 
Flavel Church built

1905
Naval College built. Architect:- Sir George Aston Webb,
1930
Coombe Mud reclaimed.

1944 
4th & 5th June four hundred and eighty vessels left the harbour for the D Day invasion on the beaches of Normandy.

1949 
In August Colin & Stanley Smith arrived from Dartmouth Nova Scotia in their 18ft  sloop 'Nova Espero'.

