THE STORY OF WARFLEET
This is the story of Warfleet Creek, and the land and houses immediately surrounding it, including Gallants Bower which overlooks it on the south. It was once
part of a separate manor and parish which developed as a small community of its own, separate from the town of Dartmouth.

Early Days.
Warfleet, along with Southtown, Gallants Bower and the Week valley were from Saxon times up to the end of the eighteenth century owned by the lord of Stoke
Fleming. The boundary of the town of Dartmouth which grew up in the llth century stopped at Bayards Cove. In 1192 comes the first reference to "the
monastery of St. Peter" which was to grow into the chapel of St. Petrox, then not a public chapel.

Welflut, Walflete and Warfleet.
The earliest surviving mention of Warfleet was in 1210 when it was written Welflut. This is a Saxon name, the second part 'flut' being later written 'flete' and
meaning simply a stream, referring to the one which comes down the Week valley to the creek. Later the name was written Walflete or Walfleet and not until the late
nineteenth century was it written Warfleet. There is therefore no truth in the story repeated by the tripper boatmen that its name comes from the fact that a fleet of 164
ships bound for the Crusade of 1147 anchored there.

St. Petrox and the First Castle.
In 1332, two priests were given a 'licence to celebrate in the chapel of St. Petrox.' In 1344 William Smale gave it land whose rent was to pay for a chaplain to
take services daily, and pray for the souls of himself and several others. Gradually the chapel changed from being a monks' cell to a public place of worship.
This process was hastened when, in 1388, John Hawley began to build the first castle at the mouth of the river close to the chapel. The garrison at the castle began to
use it, as well as those living around Warfleet.

John Corp and Paradise Fort.
John Corp, a Dartmouth merchant and friend of John Hawley, was in 1402 given a 'licence to crenellate' a lodging of his by the entrance to the town 'for
defence against the King's enemies'. This is believed to have been the tower known later as Paradise, which stood on the north side of Warfleet Creek until
demolished in 1855 to make way for Ravensbury.
He commissioned the fine brass in Stoke Fleming church in memory of his father, who had died in 1361, and his daughter Elyenore who died in 1391. He had
various responsible jobs in Dartmouth between 1385 and 1420. He was a 'Searcher' in the port to prevent the export of gold and silver, and Deputy Chief Butler for
Dartmouth and all the ports in Devon, a job which entailed supervising the import or export of wine. He was in 1394 appointed by the king to judge a case in which
Hawley was accused of piracy, which was held in his own house, probably Paradise. Corp would certainly have been involved in defending Dartmouth against the Breton
attack which was defeated at the Battle of Blackpool Sands in 1404, and he would have needed a strongly defended house.

Chapel and Castle in the 15th Century: Southtown annexed by Dartmouth.
The building and garrisoning of the castle also greatly increased the use of the chapel of St. Petrox, which began to receive gifts of land and rents. In 1425 a
document names two men as Wardens of the store of the chapel of St. Petrox, whose job was to administer its property. In 1438 Bishop Lacy granted 40 days'
indulgence for "those contributing to the building, repairing and maintaining of the parochial chapel with cure of St. Petrock near Dartmouth," showing that it was
being enlarged.
From 1475 onwards documents survive listing the 'feoffees' or trustees set up to administer the property left to St. Petrox, the income being used to provide a water
supply for Southtown. The conduits they built can still be seen in Southtown and Bayards Cove, and were still used within living memory.
The town found it irksome that in order to reach the Castle they had to walk over the lands of the lords of Stoke Fleming. From 1303 to 1575 these were the Carews,
and there was much friction between them and the town corporation. By a charter of Edward IV in 1463 the Mayor and burgesses of Dartmouth were granted a licence
to join Southtown to Dartmouth, that they may keep watch at a certain place calked Gallants Bower, to guard against our enemies. Documents show that they
kept watch there every night in times of national danger right up to the Second World War.
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At the end of the fifteenth century a new castle was built nearer the water, and Hawley's one had become obsolete. The Carews by the mid-sixteenth century had
built themselves a new manor house inside the walls of this old castle, about on the site of the present carpark. On one occasion they tried to seize the new castle from
the Corporation. The Mayor and burgesses can have shed few tears when Sir Peter Carew, last of his line, died fighting in 1575 leaving no male heirs.

The Southcotes, 1575-1794.
All his lands passed to Susan, the daughter of his sister Cecily and her husband
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Thomas Kirkham of Paignton. Susan had married Thomas Southcote, who through his wife became the owner of Southtown and Stoke Fleming as well as all the lands
left him by his father. Their son Sir George continued the family tradition by marrying the heiress to Buckland Tout-Saints, where he preferred to live.
In 1600 Sir George Southcote agreed with the feoffees of St. Petrox that they and all the other inhabitants of the Parish could use the newly enclosed churchyard on the
west and north sides of the church, along with the church way leading to it which had been recently made. Until then there had been no burial place in the parish.

A Rental of Warfleet, 1600-1615: Four Mills and a Ropewalk.
A rental from the time of Sir George Southcote for 1600-1615 has survived, showing that there was by this time a sizeable community living in Warfleet. The
leading family were now the Roopes, a family with several branches who though not yet freeholders were wealthy farmers, merchants and shipowners. They held farms
at Week, and Little Dartmouth farm which included the whole of Gallants Bower.
Nicholas Roope the Younger held "A very fair new built house and quay at Walflete". As a merchant trading extensively to Europe and Newfoundland, he could
use his own quay and avoid paying dues to Dartmouth Corporation. It must have been busy with ships unloading their cargoes. This house is shown in one of the earliest
prints of Warfleet, dating from the 1660's. The Roopes were buried in St. Petrox church, where there are fine brasses of John Roope who died in 1608, and bis married
daughters Barbara Plumleigh and Dorothy Rous.

Perhaps because of the frequent use of Warfleet by ships, there was a "ropemaking place" held by Walter Dymont just above the north side of the creek, on the site
of Warfleet House and its garden, where now stand new houses built since the Second World War. By Swannaton was a field rented to Hugh Facie, which still appears
on some old deeds as "Facy's" or "Fancy" field.
John Holligrove held two watermills and one horsemill at Walflete, the first documentary reference to the mills on the site of the present pottery. In addition Henry
Robins held a fulling mill, used to thicken and felt up cloth after it was woven to make it windproof. Also listed for Warfleet was a bakehouse and a brewhouse.
Not far away in Southtown at this time was an almshouse, on the site of the present Grammercy Tower, built with money given by William Ley. It remained in use
until 1805.

Gallants Bower, a Compass Point 1616.
John Roope, son of the man commemorated by the brass of 1608, was the owner of Gallants Bower, part of Little Dartmouth farm. He tried to stop the Corporation from
keeping watch there, as they were entitled to by the charter of 1463. In 1616 the Corporation appealed to the Lord Lieutenant of Devon who ruled that they had the right
to erect a compass at Gallants Bower "to discern and try the winds and keep the sea watch as in ancient time ham been accustomed." It was said that the place had been so
used "Time out of mind/ The Lord Lieutenant ruled that they were free to "re-erect" their compass and build a watch house there - suggesting that Roope had pulled
down a previous one - providing that they did not claim ownership of the soil. This explains the name "Compass Cove" for the small beach to the south of Gallants
Bower.
It was the same John Roope who owned the mill on the Foss in the middle of Dartmouth, and tried to stop the townspeople from using his bridge as a shortcut. The
Corporation won a another lawsuit over this and established Foss Street as a public way.

The Civil War in Warfleet, 1642-9.
At the outbreak of the Civil War in 1642 Ambrose Roope son of the above John owned Little Dartmouth while his cousin Nicholas Roope owned Warfleet Quay, the
new house on it and the two farms at Week. Ambrose took no part in the war and may have been a Royalist, but Nicholas strongly supported Parliament as did
Dartmouth Corporation. Having helped with building defences in Dartmouth, Nicholas then raised and armed a troop of 200 soldiers which he took to help defend
Plymouth. While he was away, his property was attacked and plundered.
When Dartmouth prepared for the expected attack by the Royalist forces under Prince Maurice the area round Warfleet and the Castle was of vital importance. A
road block was built above Warfleet mills. The old fort at Paradise was strengthened with ironwork and guns mounted there. The castle was manned, and guns supplied
with powder, while the chain was stretched across the river to Godmerock on the Kingswear side. Prince Maurice besieged the town for a month before attacking it
along the Warfleet valley in October 1643. Clearing the roadblock by the mills he next seized Paradise Fort, from where his guns could fire on the castle. The town was
forced to surrender, and for three years was occupied by the Royalists.

The New Gallants Bower Fort, 1642-5,
During these years, a new fort was built on top of Gallants Bower, a large earthwork with six circular bastions, designed to guard the castle against a landward attack.
The outlines of the banks can still be seen, though now hidden among the trees which would certainly not have been there in the seventeenth century.

When Fairfax recaptured Dartmouth for Parliament Roope's men came from Plymouth to help with their local knowledge. When the town fell to him, the
Governor Sir Hugh Pollard and officers were taken prisoner, and the thousand troops disarmed then allowed to march away.
While Roope and his men were at Plymouth, their homes and properties were being sacked by the Royalists. Nicholas claimed to have spent or lost during this war
£2,525 - the largest amount of anyone in the town - in an expense account submitted after the victory of Parliament. Roope said he had lost three ships at Walfleet,
with their guns and provisions, and at a his house there "sails, ropes, fish and guns", all worth £500. At Week he lost 10 horses, 6 oxen, 4 milks cows, 4 bullocks, 140
sheep and 200 fleeces of wool, as well as having the house burnt to the ground, to the value of £275." This must have been the farmhouse and its entire stock. We do not
know if he or anyone else were ever compensated for their losses.
Nicholas Roope was never a member of the Corporation after the Restoration, when Charles IPs Cavalier Parliament made a law that only Anglicans could serve on
town councils, and he died in 1681. When James II fled from England in 1688 and William of Orange landed at Brixham his son, another Nicholas, claimed that he was
the first gentlemen who went to pledge his allegiance to him. In January 1689 he was rewarded by being appointed Governor of Dartmouth Castle by William as soon as he
was accepted as king.

The Burial of Strangers at One Gun, late 17th Century.
The churchyard at St. Petrox was too small to be used except for those living in the parish. Recently, when a new house was being built near to the Castle, a number of
skeletons were discovered in the garden. An unofficial archaeological dig established that they could be dated after 1600. All were of adults, all but one seemed to be male,
and there were no signs of injuries suggesting a violent death in war. Research at the Devon Record Office into the St. Petrox registers revealed notes at the back listing
the burial of foreigners. One read: "1676, buried a Frenchman belonging to a great ship from the West Indies at One Gunne." Other similar ones referred to Dutch or
Spanish seamen. "One Gun" was the name given in early times to the site on which these skeletons were found, when it was used for gunnery practice for firing cannon
balls across the water to the then deserted Kingswear side. Further enquiries showed that other skeletons had been found during building operations on the site of
Ravensbury, and while digging in the garden of the Gunfield Hotel.

Limekilns and Mills hi the 18th Century.
In a lease of 1707 Josias Southcote, Lord of the Manor of Southtown granted to John Dottin yeoman, the mills, several houses and other premises at Warfleet and two
limekilns. One, the first to be built, was the kiln at the back of the present Warfleet Boathouse, not then there. Another was described as the limekiln lately erected .. on a
Sand Quay lying under the leach way to St. Petrox church. The name "leach" or lych way meant the way by which coffins were carried to the burial ground at St. Petrox.
This kiln was on the south side of the Creek alongside a small quay. Coal and limestone were brought in by boats, loaded in layers into the kiln and burnt slowly until they
produced the fine white powdered lime, used as fertiliser. The lease refers to three mills, known as Higher, Middle and Lower Mills with all the watercourses, leats,
streams and ponds belonging to them, and an orchard above them. The Middle mill had been converted into a Malthouse by John Dottin. There were also cottages, stables
and bams either side of the lane leading to the mills.

In 1749 the Mills were leased to John Phillips, who was granted permission to erect a new mill in place of the Upper Mill, which was to be converted into an orchard.

A Corporation Dispute with Henry Southcote, 1749.
These properties and the roads leading to them are clearly shown on a map of 1749 drawn up in the course of a lawsuit between the Corporation and Henry Southcote, lord
of the manor of Stoke Fleming. It marks the road over the old bridge at Warfleet, the lane from the creek to the mills, Dottins orchard above them, the Week road
towards Stoke Fleming, the rope walk and Facy's field. Not shown on this map, but referred to in a Southcote rental of 1755, is another ropewalk at Dyers Hill.
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Sale of the Southcote Lands, after 1794.
In 1794 John Henry Southcote, lord of Stoke Fleming and Southtown, went
bankrupt. In the years following, his estates were split up as some lands were bought
up by John Seale, Arthur Holdsworth and others. The Land Tax Returns, covering the
years 1780-1832, reveal how ownerships and tenancies changed.
John Seale became the Lord of the Manor of Southtown and Stoke Fleming, the
owner of the Warfleet ropewalk and all the land between it and Swannaton Road.
Soon after 1800 he built, adjoining the western end of the ropewalk, a large house
described in the Land Tax returns as Warfleet House - the one now known as
Woodlands. Until 1832 this was owned by Seale, and let to a succession of tenants.
Some former tenants took the chance to become freeholders. Among these was
John Phillips who became the owner of Warfleet Mills and Warfleet Bridge House in
1795 and soon after sold them to William Bussell. The lime kilns, owned by John
Seale, were rented by William Bennet who had bought Warfleet Bridge House. John
Seale bought various stables and barns to the south of the lane from Warfleet quay to
the mills, and also owned the old Quay House next to Paradise, which belonged by
1818 to Henry Holdsworth.

A visit by the Artist J.M.W.Turner, 1811.
In 1811 the young Turner came on a visit to Devon, and his sketchbooks - small
enough to slip into his pocket - and now in the Turner Collection at the Tate Gallery
show that he spent several days in and around Dartmouth. His drawings were very
rough, but one shows Warfleet Creek, the old Quay House, Paradise fort, the
ropewalk and the lime kilns, with small sailing boats drawn up on the beach at the
head of the creek. Later, several drawings were used as the basis for watercolours
which in turn were made into engravings.
Warfleet Mill becomes a Paper Mill, 1819.
Ill-feeling already existing between Seale and Holdsworth soon erupted into
conflict as their lands were so closely adjoining. The following year, Arthur H.
Holdsworth who had been claiming ownership of the stables and barns south of the
lane to the Creek, had to agree that they belonged to Seale, and he took out a 99-year
lease on them. He needed this land for his great plan for a new industry in Warfleet.
He now bought the Mills, and pulled them down. In their place he personally
designed a new Paper Mill, the building which still stands today with the initials
"AHH" over the main entrance by the footbridge over the lane. The stone walls were
so strongly constructed that they enabled the maximum space to be enclosed under
one roof without any internal columns of support. The machinery was powered by

a waterwheel, the largest in England west of Bristol. He had also
patented a method of making high quality paper using a mixture of

coloured cotton rags, which were cheaper than the white rags normally
used. The huge water wheel was built at the back of the stables and
barns he had just rented from Seale.
The mill, amongst other things, was used to make paper used in
banknotes. Arthur's brother Henry Joseph had recently formed the
Dartmouth Bank, and notes survive with his signature on them. When,
however, the Bank went bankrupt, causing many people to lose their
savings, the locals were fairly sarcastic about the money not being
worth the paper it was printed on. In truth, the paper mill was not a
financial success. After 1832 Holdsworth lost his grip on Dartmouth,
left the town, and the paper mill closed although it remained in his
ownership.

The Tithe Maps of 1840 and Census of 1841.
The Tithe Maps for Townstal and Stoke Fleming in 1840, which must
both be studied together, show clearly the geography of Warfleet at this
time. The Townstal map covers Warfleet Mills and limekilns, and the
whole area from St. Petrox through Gallants Bower west to Little
Dartmouth. The old Quay House and Paradise are shown on the map,
but omitted from the Apportionment (key) because Southtown, like St.
Saviours parish, never paid tithes.
The Stoke Fleming tithe map covers the Warfleet ropewalk and
Warfleet House or Cottage (now Woodlands), as well as Stokecliff (then
named Bellevue), Swannaton Road, and the whole west side of
Abovetown. The maps give reference numbers which make it possible
to identify the location of properties, their owners and tenants. These
can be compared with the Census returns of 1841, which list actual
inhabitants house by house, with the occupation of the workers.

Fig. 11 Warfleet in theTithe Maps of Townstal and Stoke Fleming

The cottage now called Gallants Bower was held from Scale by Peter
Luckcraft, who lived there with his wife and six children. However
close examination of the structure by the present owner establishes that
it dates from about 1700 and was originally built as two cottages.

The Ropewalks and the Limekilns.
John Henry Seale owned the ropewalks at Dyers Hill and Warfleet,
but this last was described as "old," indicating it was no longer in use.
The one at Dyers Hill may have survived longer. The tall towers at the
end of both ropewalks can be clearly seen in drawings made in 1830
and 1850. However, the market for rope would have declined along
with the number of sailing ships using the port of Dartmouth in the early
nineteenth century and gradually both these ropewalks would have fallen
into disuse.

A Sad Death at the Limekilns.
The limekilns were still in use until nearly the end of the century, but
gradually chemical fertiliser replaced lime on the farms. One sad story
shows that the kilns were still burning in 1880. Henry Avis, aged 12,
was burnt to death at the kilns by accidentally falling asleep on the
edge and rolling in. It was said at the inquest that he was a lonely boy
who lived with his grandfather at the "Baths near the Castle." He often
stayed out at night till late, so his grandfather did not start to look for
him and he was not found until the following morning. The "Baths"
were in Rosebank, next door to the Castle, which had been provided in
the 1860's by Dartmouth Council as public baths for the many people
who had none in their own homes. Their distance from where most
people lived must have made their use rather limited.

Warfleet Mills and Brewery, after 1840.
In 1840 Arthur H. Holdsworth still owned the mills, which were now
partly a flour mill and partly a brewery. Joseph Hobbs was the tenant of
'Flour Mill House, inside the former paper mill grounds. John Baker
was living in Brewery Cottage, also in the grounds of the mill. On the
opposite side of the road, also owned by Arthur Holdsworth, lived John
Baker's brother in what was then called "Warfleet Cottage" (now Rock
Cottage). This is marked on the Townstal tithe map, but right next door
on the Stoke Fleming tithe map was another "Warfleet Cottage," (now
Woodlands) which had passed since 1832 from Seale to Holdsworth.
The Holdsworth family owned the freehold of the mills, Woodlands and
Rock Cottage right up until 1927 when they were sold off separately.
Woodlands was sometimes the home of whoever was the head of the
Brewery, while Rock Cottage was usually let to other well-to-do
families.
In the 1841 and 1851 census there is mention of both a miller and a
brewer at Warfleet Mills. In 1851 Susan Morgan, widow, is described
as a "Publican" at the Warfleet Brewery Tap. William Jackman, living
at Warfleet Mill House was a "Brewery waggoner." Richard Luckram
at Warfleet Mill was a "Miller."

White's Directory for 1850 describes Henry Baker as "brewer and
Maltster" there.
In 1862 the Dartmouth Chronicle advertised the mill for sale. The
new owner, according to the Post Office Directory in 1866, was William
Grills who is described as both a miller and a baker there, and the mill
as a large corn mill, worked by a "waterwheel fifty feet in diameter,"
but no mention is made of brewing. The signs are that the brewery had
lost money, and the Dartmouth Chronicle reported in 1872 that the
waterwheel had been taken down and sold for firewood.

Madocks and Simon, 1875 -1885.
For a while the premises stood idle, until bought by John Madocks
under a lease from A.F.Holdsworth in 1875. The map with it clearly
identifies all the properties involved, including the limekilns on the
south side of the creek, which must by then have been bought from the
Scales, and the two houses, Rock Cottage and Woodlands. The
Brewery included "the old mill building, dwellinghouse and
bakehouse, with the stables and mill yard." The sale included what was
now called "Fancy Field." John Madocks was from Chertsey, Surrey,
and according to the Chronicle proposed to use new advances in
brewing which would mean Dartmouth people would no longer have to
import beer from Kingsbridge and Totnes. Madocks lived in
Woodlands, just opposite his brewery.
He was soon joined by F.A.Simon as a partner, and their
advertisements in the Chronicle featured their trademark: the
Dartmouth royal crest surrounded by the slogan "The Barley Wine
from the English Rhine" - a graceful reference to Queen Victoria's
description of the Dart on one of her visits.

JOHH MADOCKS &CO.

A Ship Built at Warfleet, 1880.
In May 1880 a small coasting vessel which had been built in Warfleet
Creek was launched for Madocks & Simon, named the Mayflower. It
was schooner rigged, and too small for an engine, but would be used to
bring in supplies of raw materials in the days when roads were
impossible for the transport of heavy loads.

The Bartlett Family, 1885 - 1927.
By 1885, the lease on the Brewery, lime kilns, stables, cottages and
villas passed to Jasper Bartlett, who had bought a grocery business on
the New Quay in Dartmouth in 1865, at the south end where it joins
Fairfax Place. He was the managing director of the Channel Coaling
Company, and later his family held Little Dartmouth farm. Its product
now called "Warfleet Pale Ales - the finest beer in Britain" and the
brewery flourished. Jasper was succeeded by his brother Horace who
lived at Woodlands.
A glimpse of the Brewery in its final days comes from Charlie Evans,
who was born in a thatched cottage, now demolished, alongside it. His
father Jack was the last Head Brewer and Manager, having succeeded
his father and grandfather in the job. In those days both men and
women worked there, about 12 of each, including his grandmother. His
Aunt, another worker, lived in the small cottage then on the site of
Creek Cottage, now owned by Mrs Pearce. He remembers the great
shire horses which pulled the drays to deliver the beer to Dartmouth
and the villages around - indeed he used to ride to school on the dray
with Tom Parker, the last driver. The horses and drays were kept in the
brewery stables opposite Creek Cottage, as were the hunters owned by
Horace Bartlett.
The never failing stream coming down the valley provided pure water
to make the beer and wash the bottles, and had once turned the water
wheel. It also filled a pond on which Aylesbury ducks used to swim. It
was always cleaned out once a year, and the mud placed on the garden
alongside which produced marvellous soft fruit and vegetables. Later
the pond was used to grow watercress, sold in Dartmouth. The spent
hops from the brewery were also valuable manure, collected regularly
by Farmer Prouse of Higher Week. Mr. Evans remembers the faint but
pleasant 'hoppy' smell which used to pervade the valley in those days.
In November 1927 the Holdsworth owner, who still held the
freehold, put all this up for sale. Heavitrees took over the brewery for a
time, but it ceased to make beer finally in 1929. The whole property
was now bought by Mr. F. Ingram of Dartmouth, including the two
villas Rock Cottage and Woodlands, three cottages and two tenements
formerly occupied by workers, the limekilns, a vegetable garden and a
pond. The villas were now let, but the brewery lay empty for years,
until the outbreak of the Second World War.

The Growth of Villas near Warfleet.
The Gunfield, 1842.
In the years of peace following the Napoleonic Wars the beauties of the Dart estuary
were noticed by travellers and especially yachtowners attracted by the Regattas which
were a regular event after 1834. Some of these decided they would like to live in
Dartmouth, or at least to have a summer residence there. One of the earliest to do so
was the Hon. H. Hare who in 1842 built One Gun, a villa on the site where for
centuries gunners had practised, and soon known as Gunfield House. The site was at
first leased from John Henry Scale and later bought freehold. The first modest
building was enlarged by 1856, and its gardens extended as far as the lime kilns on
the south side of Warfleet Creek. A boathouse combined with a billiard room was
later built there. It passed through various owners, including Alexander
Foiheringham, later Edward Tew, and Commander E.E. Lort-Phillips who
remained there from 1906 until 1944, and it became a hotel after 1947.

Paradise Rebuilt, 1855, and renamed Ravenshury 1861.
By the eighteenth century Paradise fort had long since ceased to be of any military
significance and was owned by the Holdsworths. Its oval shape and lop-sided thatch is
shown on several 19th century pictures and maps.

In 1855 the site was bought by J. Elliott Fox, a London solicitor who
had been born in Dartmouth where many members of his family still
lived. He built a fine house on the site of the former fort. After his
death five years later it was put up for sale, described in a Chronicle
advertisement as an "Elizahethian" villa, with safe anchorage adjoining,
an invaluable spot for "any nobleman or gentleman fond of yachting."
The extensive garden was specially planted with American trees and
shrubs. There was a lodge, a chaise house as well as a boathouse beside
the creek.
The grounds extended along the creek to include the old Q uay H ouse, know n as
W arfleet Farm , and according to the advertisem ent, "a 43-acre farm for any
gentlem an w ho w as fond of agriculture." The land m ust have been up the W eek
valley. In the 1861 C ensus the farm house w as then occupied by G eorge N ow ell,
fanner, his w ife, a sister w ho w as a dairym aid, one servant and his three children.
U nder the next ow ner this ancient house w as pulled dow n, the land converted into a
vegetable garden for the big house, and the farm lands w ere sold oft The house now
called Tides Reach w as built as the gardener's cottage.

George Parker Bidder, the Calculating Boy.
All this was bought by George Parker Bidder who had come to Dartmouth first on
his yacht the Mayfly. He renamed it Ravensbury because this was the name of his
other house in Surrey. Bidder, now in his sixties, was a highly successful civil
engineer who had begun life as the fifth son of a blacksmith in Moretonhampstead.
Although illiterate, by the age of 12 he became known as The Calculating Boy, a
genius who could do amazing calculations at speed in his head and he became a
performer at fairs. Some philanthropic gentlemen then paid for him to go to school,
and on to Edinburgh University where he took a degree in mathematics. He became a
civil engineer at the same time as Isambard Kingdom Brunei and Robert Stevenson, with
both of whom he worked. It was the height of the railway building age, and his talents

were used to build not only railways but docks all over England and even in Europe.
Soon after coming to Dartmouth he was elected onto the town council.

The new bridge at Warfleet, 1864, and Right of Way to Compass
Cove.
His talents were soon put to the service of the town. With three other local
gentlemen he was involved in a scheme to build a new bridge over the stream at
Warfleet. Until then the road sloped steeply down to cross the stream by a small
bridge, probably not suitable for even the small ponytraps used by the well-to-do to get
around Dartmouth. In Dartmouth itself at this time the Council were pulling down
the old Higher Street buildings to build Newcomen Road, which for the first time
enabled wheeled traffic to reach Southtown from the town centre. At the time Sir
Henry Seale was still the owner of the old Warfleet ropewalk site, which he was about
to sell for building, and to improve the garden there it was necessary to widen the road
and build a retaining wall.

Fig. 12 A M ap of 1864 show ing the N ew V iaduct over the Stream

George Bidder made a further contribution in 1867 when he supported the Council
in a lawsuit against the Little Dartmouth fanner Oldrieve which secured a public right
of way to Compass Cove. George Bidder's son, a distinguished Q.C., acted for the
council and it cost them nothing.

Bidder was a keen supporter of the embankment scheme which was splitting the
town in the late 1870's, with the opposition coming from a near neighbour F.C.
Simpson who lived for a time at Derwent Lodge. The acrimony caused by this
struggle may have led to Bidder's decision to leave Ravensbury and go to live at
Stoke Lodge in Stoke Fleming which he bought in 1878. Before the house was ready
for him he died, still at Ravensbury. His widow and family moved there after his
death.
Ravensbury was later owned by Mr. Baker, whose daughter later returned after her
marriage as Lady Garden. In between, it was owned from 1893-1902 by Commander
Robert Orme-Webb, R.N., who was mayor of Dartmouth from 1894-6.

A n A erop lan e In ven tor at R aven sb u ry: a visit b y P eter S cott:
1910-11.
Miss Lidstone whose father owned the boat building business in Southtown
remembers Lady Garden who lived at Ravensbury in 1910-11. She had a son Peter who
was mad about flying. He invented an aeroplane which was made of wood in the
Lidstone boathouse using her father's steam press. She recalls that Peter Scott the
naturalist, then a boy, was staying with the Gardens on holiday. He came with Peter
Garden to see the plane being made, and she met them. In 1911 Lady Garden died, the
house was sold and she does not know whether the plane ever flew.
Ravensbury next passed to James Dawes M.P., who lived there until after the First
World War. By 1922 it had been bought by Vernon MacAndrew.

Vernon MacAndrew, 1922-1940.
Vemon MacAndrew's family owned the MacAndrew shipping line, and he was a
keen yachtsman who was soon a leading member of the Royal Dart Yacht Club. He
sailed 12-Metre Class yachts, and owned a succession of large motor yachts. The last
of these was the Campeador V, built by Philip & Son. He encouraged young boys
who could not afford to own boats to learn to sail in the D.O.D class dinghies, by
providing a small fleet of twelve of them which he would tow behind his motor yacht
to take the crews round to all the neighbouring regattas. He was also a Master of the
Dartmoor Foxhounds. At Ravensbury he built an additional boathouse, now La
Crevette, to supplement the existing one, now occupied by Capt. Hampden.
He kept a large staff at Ravensbury, and every year they would all be taken aboard his
motor yacht round the coast to his Scottish estates for the shooting season. Friends
left behind in Warfleet would receive little parcels of venison, the results of the
shooting. Later he would give cine-film shows of his holidays in the Highlands to

which local children were invited.
owner of Warfleet House as well.

As described below, he later became the

Sale of Seale Lands to Hugh Mair, 1863-4.
In 1863-4 Sir Henry Seale sold much land around Warfleet and elsewhere in
Dartmouth to Hugh Mair, a Scot. These included Gallants Bower, Lower Week,
Dyers Hill and the site of the old ropewalk. He also bought the stables, stores and
garden in the triangle between the new viaduct, the lane to the Brewery, and the
Week Road, later converted into Creek Cottage which had once belonged to Arthur
Holdsworth.

Mair is listed as living at The Wilderness in the Post Office Directory of 1866,
though whether as owner or tenant is not clear. However, he does not seem to have
stayed long in the town but be was one of its largest landlords until his death in
1902.

Fig 13

The Ropewalk, Quay House and Paradise Fort, 1830

Fig 14 Warfleet Model Railway, 1876: The Mail Train

Fig. 15 Warfleet House
Fig. 16 Warfleet Model railway, 1876: "Acklington Junction"

Warfleet House, built 1863-4.
There is some confusion about when the present Warfleet House was built because the
house now called Woodlands was, before 1873, called either Warfleet House or
Cottage, However, examination of the Tithe Map and the Census shows that the
present Warfleet House was not built by 1861. Sir Henry Seale sold a 99-year lease at a
ground rent of £5.5s on the Ropewalk site in 1863 to the Rev. George T.
Seymour. It was not uncommon in those days to build on a leasehold site. It is
possible that the tower of the old ropewalk building which had once contained the
machinery was incorporated in the new building, totally enclosed behind the
Victorian Gothic facade. An outline on a map of 1864 shows the first part of the
house was completed. In 1864 Seale sold the lease, with its ground rent, to Hugh
Mair.
In 1868 Warfleet House was advertised for sale, and it was described as having
been built "under the personal supervision of the owner, Rev. G.T. Seymour". It
consisted of the eastern part of the building only. The stables for 4 horses and
double coach house were not those opposite the Brewery, but were built at the other
side of the house, apparently approached from the lane from Swannaton. It was sold
to Lt. Studdy, R.N., but he too did not stay long.
In 1873 it was bought by Henry Bridson. There was obviously some confusion with
the two houses called Warfleet, so the present Woodlands was called Warfleet Cottage,
as distinct from Bridson's Warfleet House. By 1878 the cottage had taken the name
Woodlands.

A Model Railway at Warfleet House, 1875-8.
Andrew Bridson, son of Henry and then aged 15, later told of how he and a
fellow shoolboy from Eton built a model railway in the garden to a gauge of "about 8
inches". The original engine had been a present to Andrew from his father, and after
being put away and forgotten was taken out, repaired and put into service.

They raised capital by issuing shares to a value of £140, and set up a
company with directors. They levelled the ground and made a cutting
in one place over 30 yards long and four feet deep, with the help of the
coachman, groom and gardeners. As work stopped during school terms
it took some time to complete but when finished it was about 600 feet
long, with fifteen stations, signals, level crossings and sidings. It had
fir sleepers and iron rails. Rolling stock was mostly made by local
craftsmen to the design of Andrew. There were doors, but no windows
or internal compartments as these would have been awkward for the
passengers: a cat, two Maltese dogs, rabbits, and a Chow Chow dog
who was persuaded to enter by placing a rabbit in first (then removing
it hastily!)
Andrew recalled in 1929 that where the "roar of an approaching fast
train might have been heard now stand the large and handsome stables
of the present owner." This
confirms the site of the railway as starting on the site of the present
houses converted from the former coach house.

Sadly the railway lasted only 31A years from its beginning, as Henry
Bridson became ill. The family sought a warmer climate in Madeira,
where he died in 1880. Andrew Bridson later returned to live in
Dartmouth, though not at Warfleet House, and was remembered as a
keen yachtsman and a magistrate until his death in 1932.

The Freake Family at Warfleet House, 1880-1933.
Thomas Freake first came to Dartmouth in Regatta Week 1879 as a
friend of the Prince of Wales on his yacht Hildegarde. The Freake
family then stayed at the Royal Dart Hotel in Kingswear, and Thomas
organised informal boxing matches on the New Ground to amuse the
Prince.
The following year his father, Charles James Freake rented Warfleet
House for three years. C.J. Freake was a rich and successful London
builder, responsible for the development of whole areas of South
Kensington including Cromwell Place, Exhibition Road, Onslow
Square, Cromwell Road, Princes Gate Mews and Queens Gate. He also
built part of Grosvenor Square. He financed the building of the
National Training School of Music, Kensington Gore. He too was a
friend of the Prince of Wales, who successfully applied for a baronetcy
for him, awarded in 1882.
In 1883 Sir Charles, as he now was, took over the unexpired 79 years
of the ground lease from Hugh Mair. Thomas was already living at
Warfleet, and when Sir Charles died in 1884 he left the house to his
son's wife for her lifetime. Sir Thomas and Lady Freake made extensive
additions to the house. They added a new wing on the west side - now
divided off as a separate house - which included an oak panelled dining
room 57' x 27' into which an organ was built. The whole family were
very musical: their daughter was a singer, described by many as equal
to a professional, and the room was often used for concerts and balls.
They built the "large and handsome stables" described by Andrew
Bridson on the Week Road, at the end of their garden. These included a harness
room with accommodation for staff above, a run of loose boxes in the middle made out
of the finest wood, then a coach house. The O/S map of 1888 shows these new stables
as well as the former ones on the east side of the house, which must have been
pulled down later as the present lawn extends over their site. There was at first a small
boathouse at the head of the creek, a much larger one being built later.
Sir Thomas took an active part in the life of Dartmouth, being on the council and
serving as Mayor for two years from 1887-9. After 1902 he left Dartmouth, living in
London and Warwickshire. Lady Freake remained there until her death. She went on
using her carriage and pair when others had changed to motor cars. She adored her
horses, but her St. Bernard dog had as fine a stall in the stables as they did. She also
had a magnificent garden, producing flowers, vegetables, and with greenhouses
growing grapes and peaches. She especially loved her rosewalk, along which she
walked every day even when very old. This was described by one who remembers it as
a long level tunnel covered entirely with roses, and may have used the track once made
for the rope walk. In 1933, after her death, her son put the house up for sale, and it
was never again one rich family's house.

Warfleet House as School for Yacht Hands, 1935-

The house did not sell quickly. Finally the coach house and stables were sold off
separately to Mr. F. Ingram, and the staff flat there was let. Vernon MacAndrew of
Ravensbury put into action a scheme he had long cherished for enlarging his
existing practice of training young sailors. He bought Warfleet, with the help of a
group of public spirited yachtsmen, and gave it to the Y.M.C. A. to be used as a
training centre for about 30 boys in seamanship, on courses lasting ten months. This
was partly a scheme to alleviate unemployment, then high, as boys would also be taught
how to be gardeners or chauffeurs. They could then be very useful to owners of large
yachts in the summer, and work for ashore on these other jobs during the winter. The
Y.M.C.A. would recruit boys from their branches all over the country. Warfleet House
provided accommodation for the students, and a fleet of sailing boats kept in two
boathouses in the largest of which was also a gymnasium.

The Second World War in Warfleet.
The Second World War brought great changes. At the outbreak of war, Vernon
MacAndrew offered his motor yacht Campeador V to the Admiralty for patrol work,
and he volunteered with two other members of the Royal Dart Yacht Club as officers.
Despite being well over military age they were accepted as Sub-Lieutenants in the
R.N.V.R. under Commander Davey, late of the R.N. They were at sea through the
winter of 1939-40, patrolling the channel against submarines and minelayers. The
yacht was never designed for winter service, and the 22 men must have been bitterly
cold without the heating or ventilation systems necessary for it. On June 22nd, 1940 she
hit a mine off the Isle of Wight and sank, with the loss of MacAndrew and all but two
of the ship's company.
The shattering blow was felt by all who knew him, and especially of course by his
poor German-born wife. She could no longer bear to stay at Ravensbury, which she
gave to the Y.M.C.A. and then left the town. Like many other big houses,
Ravensbury was taken over by the Army during the war, and used to house some of
the officers and men who were by now manning the guns out beyond the Castle.
Warfleet House became a "Wrennery". The derelict Brewery was taken over by the
Commandos as their headquarters, from which they set out for exercises in secret
on Gallants Bower. The story goes that they once found a case of bottles of Bartlett's
best Pale Ale hidden in the building, and no doubt had quite a party. All the area
beyond Warfleet Bridge was out of bounds to the general public without a special
pass.

The Repeater Station in Warfleet Coach House.
In the Warfleet coach house was installed one end of a repeater station, a high-tech
communications system fed by underground cable from Compass Cove. This was
manned day and night by technicians, who received top secret news of the war from
all fronts. This submarine cable, which came ashore at Compass Cove and was fed
into a small Cable House above the beach, had first been laid from Jersey in 1877
when the Dartmouth Chronicle reported that the Jersey Operator had been heard
singing God Save the Queen! In 1930, the Devon & Exeter Gazette noted: "The work
of establishing telephone communication between the Channel Islands and England
is now in progress. An old Jersey to Dartmouth Cable is to be put into service for
the purpose." By this time, 1940, the Channel Islands had fallen to the Germans, and
the new cable carried transatlantic and other world news, from Compass Cove under
the road to Warfleet. When air raids on Dartmouth made the coach house seem
dangerous, some of the equipment was moved to a hut under a large tree in the
garden of Rock Cottage, where it was more hidden. After the war, the old coach

house remained a repeater station for many years until newer technology replaced
it, and it was converted into cottages.

After the War: The Pottery.
In 1948 the old Brewery building was sold to a firm who started making chemical
detergents and pottery. The detergent side was soon dropped, but the pottery
prospered. Some experienced workers were brought in from Staffordshire, and a pair
of semi-detached houses built for them on the site. A kiln replaced the old cottage
where Mr. Evans had been born. Most of the employees were local, and by the end of
1949 there was a staff of 40, including many girls trained to do the decoration.
The business was successful, and soon began to sell its products overseas to many
English-speaking countries such as U.S.A., Canada and Australia.

Murder in Warfleet.
This apparent success made following events even more shocking.
Mr.Koppenhagen, one of the two directors, had a beautiful wife and daughter aged
about 12, and lived in Middle Week just up the valley from the Pottery. One night
he was reported to have been drinking heavily at the Castle Hotel. He then went

Fig. 17

Warfleet Pottery, 1960
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Warfleet
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home, shot his daughter, his wife, his Labrador dog and then himself. They were
found next morning by his housekeeper, who was not unnaturally considerably
shocked. No rational explanation was ever offered as to why he did it.
The Pottery business was shaken, but recovered. During the 1950's it reached a
peak in employing 200 workers. Since then, more machinery has been introduced, so
reducing the labour force needed. The ownership has changed several times, the present
ones being Samuel Heath and Sons PLC of Birmingham. Nowadays there are 24
workers, and 90% of the pottery is sold in the U.K., often to the large stores. The
pottery is open to the public as a tourist attraction, and sells seconds in their shop.
The main building, built by Arthur Howe Holdsworth in 1819, is sound, its stone
walls 3V4 feet thick still carrying the original rooftiles though these have been covered
with a plastic skin.

The Larger Villas Divided and Garden Plots Sold:
Rock Cottage and Woodlands, for long held by the Ingram family, were now sold
freehold, and have stayed as single family homes. Warfleet House and
Ravensbury, given by Vernon MacAndrew to the Y.M.C.A., were now sold by
them, but large houses such as these could no longer be run without servants and
gardeners who were now impossible to find. Warfleet House was divided, the
former large dining room, part of the main building and the boathouse at the head of
the creek coming under separate ownership. Ravensbury's boathouses were also sold,
and the former billiard room wing. The gardens of both were divided into building

plots where from the 1960's onwards new houses were built, popular with buyers
because they had some of the finest views in Dartmouth. The Gunfield became a
hotel, but also sold off some plots.
Above the Pottery where once ducks swam and watercress grew the pond has been
drained and a small group of houses has been built. In the lane leading to the creek
former stables and cottages have been converted into desirable homes. Below
Gallants Bower the former farm cottages and a barn have also been converted into
attractive homes.

The National Trust.
Gallants Bower is now owned by the National Trust, and the whole area is listed as
an "Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty" where no further building will be
allowed. The former limekilns and quay were given by Mr. Ingram to Dartmouth
Council as public open space. The Council had already laid out gardens along the side
of the road to the Castle before the war and had been given Rock Park, a beauty spot
adjoining the path to Compass Cove, by a Kingswear resident Sir Thomas Lennard.
The whole area at the mouth of the river is a place for everyone to enjoy, a favourite
walk at all seasons and a haven for wild life and plants.
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